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First Reading Of Hazardous Vegetation Abatement Ordinance

By wstockwin@hughes.net

The first reading of a proposed
city ordinance requiring abate-
ment of hazardous vegetation,
and establishment of defensible
space occurred in front of a
sparse audience at the February
26, City Council meeting.

The council was also shorthand-
ed as council member Burruss
was unable to attend the meet-
ing. Following a presentation by
CalFire Battalion Chief Brian Ea-
gan, and subsequent comments
by the public and council mem-
bers, the first reading passed on
a unanimous 4-0 vote.

The second reading of the
ordinance will be on the next
council agenda and, if passed,
would require all parcels of real
property within City limits to es-
tablish defensible space of 100
feet around the main structure
on each parcel by removing all
hazardous vegetation and com-
bustible materials.

The ordinance would also
require:

e Abatement of hazardous veg-
etation and combustible materi-
als within 10 feet immediately
adjacent to roadways serving
as primary ingress and egress
routes.

e All trees, hazardous vegeta-
tion and ladder fuels within
defensible space areas to be
pruned and removed to a mini-

mum height of 15 feet above
the ground.

e Removal of tree limbs extend-
ing to within 10 feet of a chim-
ney or stovepipe.

e Removal of all climbing vines
from trees and structures.

* Maintenance of all vegetation
adjacent to or overhanging a
structure free of dead or dying
wood within a 10-foot distance
from the structure.

Underscoring the threat haz-
ardous vegetation poses, Chief

Eagan said that in 2018, a total
of 7,571 vegetation fires burned
1.8 million acres in California,
caused 150 fire fatalities, and
destroyed 22,703 structures.

Lessons learned from that kind
of devastation include:

* 93% of structures without
100 feet of defensible space
that ignite due to wild land fire
are burned and destroyed.

continued on page 3

Footings being poured for the Colfax Best Western Motel.
Photo by Alan Shuttleworth
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Trump Budget Takes Aim At Amtrak Long-Distance Trains

The California Zephyr arriving in Colfax.

Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

By wstockwin@hughes.net

As with the previous three
years, the Trump Administra-
tion’s proposed 2021 budget
has again set its sights on Am-
trak long-distance train service
as part of a 19% overall cut in
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s annual funding.

Under the proposed budget
funding for Amtrak’s long-dis-
tance trains would be cut in
half, dropping to $611 million
from 2020’s $1.3 billion fund-
ing level.

In 2019 a total of 4.5 million
passengers traveled on Amtrak’s
15 long-distance routes.

This time, instead of eliminating
long-distance train service in a
single budget cycle, the pro-
posal is to “restructure Amtrak’s

long-distance network, phas-
ing decision making and cost
responsibilities to states” over a
four-year period.

That would be accomplished
by re-routing federal support
of long-distance rail service
through what the budget calls
“National Network Transforma-
tion Grants.”

Those grants would provide
100%, 80%, 60%, and finally
40% of federal operating funds
through the four-year period.

By 2025, responsibility for fund-

ing long-distance train service
would be transferred entirely to
the states.

Trump Administration budgets
have proposed similar cuts in
the past, but after hearing loud
opposition from constituents,

Congress has rejected them all.

Contact information is provided
below for those wishing to add

their voices to the discussion.
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Colfax Library

Library Hours
10 Church St.

Wed.- Sat.
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Tuesday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Closed
Sunday & Monday

Main Desk
530-346-8211

OROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL oF CoLray

FIESTAENA

Fomily Fun”Raiser
Saturday May 2nd

4 p.. = d p.r.
Ray Tors Plaza, Downtown Colfay

PROCEEDS BENEFIT OUR LOCAL 5CHOOLS FROM WEIMAR T0 ALTA

ix MORiTioN: S

Ghosts of Gold Mountain
by Gordon Chang

March 26th
5:00-6:00
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March Madness
Colfax Jr. Falcons
o= Football & Cheer Q%

25% OFF REGISTRATION
IN MARCH

Visit our website colfaxjrfalcons.org

Register in person at one of our Registration Nights listed below:
Scoops on March 3+, March 17%, March 31 5:30PM-8:00PM — Get a free Scoop!
Blondie's on March 4® or March 18™ 5:30PM — 8:00PM - $1 off No Weigh!
Email: president@colfaxjrialcons.org or registrar@ecoifaxrfalcons.org

Prices shown are for registration in March, amounts will increase afler March
Cheer also requires 560 for Practice Shirt, Bows, and Hoodle (that you keep)
Ask about Sponsorships and Payment Plans
-"'"""'EHII.I'TEIL‘ Brad Colber (330) 220-0266 or Jaclyn Collier (530) 401-7021 \"'*-.
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VFW & AUXILIARY #2003

“Catch the Green” of St. Patrick’s Day
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner

Adults — $20, Children under 12 — $5
Children under 5 — Free

Seating limited to the first 110 People
(Take-out dinners available)
Tickets purchased at the door will be $1 more

Saturday, March 14, 2020 — 6:30 p.m.

No Host Happy Hour, 6 — 6:30p.m.

Proceeds benefit local Youth Educational & Scholarship Programs
Fantastic Raffle Baskets and Adult Casino Opportunity Drawings

For Tickets/reservations
by March 12 call:

Carol
(530) 346-9573

or

Beth
(530) 637-4893







Qevgl 6464
1- Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
(Sierra Vista Community Center)
2 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
3 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
4 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
6 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
9 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
10 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
11 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
551G} Gsyrgm Qiixnrk) - €22 Gmx} Lepp
13 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
15 - Colfax Food Train, 1 p.m. SVC
16 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
17 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
18 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
19 - American Legion Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Colfax Veterans Memorial Hall
20 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
21 - Flea Market, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. SVC
23 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
24 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
69 1 G} Gsyrgm Qiixnrk) - €22 Gmx} Lepp
Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
27 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
30 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
31 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

Etvip 6464

1- Coffee and Conversation, 8:00-9:30 a.m.
Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
(Sierra Vista Community Center)
3 - Nevada County Foodbank, 10:00-11:30 a.m. SVC
Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
5 - Bingo, 1:00-5:00 p.m. SVC
6 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC
7 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
8 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC
Gmx} Gsyrgm Qi ixnrk) : €22 Gmx} Lepp
10 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC
12 - Pancake Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 a.m., Veterans Hall
13 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC

Colfax Connections is also
available digitally on
the City Website at
www.colfax-ca.gov,

and on the Chamber of
Commerce Website at www.
colfaxchamber.com

15 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

17 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC

20 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC

21 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

22 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

66 1 Gnx} Gsyrgm Qiixnrkl - €22 Gnx} Lepp
24 - Badminton, 9:00-11:00 a.m. SVC

27 - Badminton, 6:00-8:00 p.m. SVC

28 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

29 - Open Art Studio, 1:00-4:00 p.m. SVC

Seen
Around
Town

Colfax Connections can be found
at the library, Lumenaris, the
Railroad Museum at the train

depot, and at City Hall.

Izirxw Rsxngiw
Please contact Will Stockwin at
{wxsgo{nrDlykliwlrix with notices
of your upcoming events in the coming
months so they can be included in the
Colfax Connections Calendar of Events. |
Notices can also be left at City Hall. |




