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By	wstockwin@hughes.net

The	first reading of a proposed
city	ordinance	requiring	abate-
ment	of	hazardous	vegetation,	
and	establishment	of	defensible	
space	occurred	in	front	of	a	
sparse	audience	at	the	February	
26,	City	Council	meeting.	

The	council	was	also	shorthand-
ed	as	council	member	Burruss	
was	unable	to	attend	the	meet-
ing.	Following	a	presentation	by	
CalFire	Battalion	Chief	Brian	Ea-
gan,	and	subsequent	comments	
by	the	public	and	council	mem-
bers,	the	first reading passed on
a	unanimous	4-0	vote.	

The	second	reading	of	the	
ordinance	will	be	on	the	next	
council	agenda	and,	if	passed,	
would	require	all	parcels	of	real	
property	within	City	limits	to	es-
tablish	defensible	space	of	100	
feet	around	the	main	structure	
on	each	parcel	by	removing	all	
hazardous	vegetation	and	com-
bustible	materials.	

The	ordinance	would	also	
require:
•	Abatement	of	hazardous	veg-
etation	and	combustible	materi-
als	within	10	feet	immediately	
adjacent	to	roadways	serving	
as	primary	ingress	and	egress	
routes.
•	All	trees,	hazardous	vegeta-
tion	and	ladder	fuels	within	
defensible	space	areas	to	be	
pruned	and	removed	to	a	mini-

mum	height	of	15	feet	above	
the	ground.	
•	Removal	of	tree	limbs	extend-
ing	to	within	10	feet	of	a	chim-
ney	or	stovepipe.
•	Removal	of	all	climbing	vines	
from	trees	and	structures.
•	Maintenance	of	all	vegetation	
adjacent	to	or	overhanging	a	
structure	free	of	dead	or	dying	
wood	within	a	10-foot	distance	
from	the	structure.

Underscoring	the	threat	haz-
ardous	vegetation	poses,	Chief	

Eagan	said	that	in	2018,	a	total	
of	7,571	vegetation	fires burned
1.8	million	acres	in	California,	
caused	150	fire fatalities, and
destroyed	22,703	structures.

Lessons	learned	from	that	kind	
of	devastation	include:

•	93%	of	structures	without	
100	feet	of	defensible	space	
that	ignite	due	to	wild	land	fire
are	burned	and	destroyed.

First	Reading	Of	Hazardous	Vegetation	Abatement	Ordinance

Footings	being	poured	for	the	Colfax	Best	Western	Motel.		
		Photo	by	Alan	Shuttleworth
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By	wstockwin@hughes.net

As	with	the	previous	three	
years,	the	Trump	Administra-
tion’s	proposed	2021	budget	
has	again	set	its	sights	on	Am-
trak	long-distance	train	service	
as	part	of	a	19%	overall	cut	in	
the	Department	of	Transporta-
tion’s	annual	funding.

Under	the	proposed	budget	
funding	for	Amtrak’s	long-dis-
tance	trains	would	be	cut	in	
half,	dropping	to	$611	million	
from	2020’s	$1.3	billion	fund-
ing	level.	

In	2019	a	total	of	4.5	million	
passengers	traveled	on	Amtrak’s	
15	long-distance	routes.

This	time,	instead	of	eliminating	
long-distance	train	service	in	a	
single	budget	cycle,	the	pro-
posal	is	to	“restructure	Amtrak’s	

Trump	Budget	Takes	Aim	At	Amtrak	Long-Distance	Trains	

long-distance	network,	phas-
ing	decision	making	and	cost	
responsibilities	to	states”	over	a	
four-year	period.

That	would	be	accomplished	
by	re-routing	federal	support	
of	long-distance	rail	service	
through	what	the	budget	calls	
“National	Network	Transforma-
tion	Grants.”	

Those	grants	would	provide	
100%,	80%,	60%,	and	finally	
40%	of	federal	operating	funds	
through	the	four-year	period.	

By	2025,	responsibility	for	fund-
ing	long-distance	train	service	
would	be	transferred	entirely	to	
the	states.

Trump	Administration	budgets	
have	proposed	similar	cuts	in	
the	past,	but	after	hearing	loud	
opposition	from	constituents,	

Senator	Diane	Feinstein
San	Francisco
(415)	393-0707
Washington

(202)	224-3841
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/e-mail-me

Senator	Kamala	Harris
San	Francisco
(415)	981-9369
Sacramento

	(916)	448-2787
https://www.harris.senate.gov/con-

tact/email

Congressman	Doug	LaMalfa
2399	Rickenbacker	Way

Auburn,	CA	95602
(530)	878-5035

https://lamalfa.house.gov/contact

Rail	Passengers	Association
(202)	408-8362

Congress	has	rejected	them	all.	
Contact	information	is	provided	
below	for	those	wishing	to	add	
their	voices	to	the	discussion.	

The	California	Zephyr	arriving	in	Colfax.																																																Photo	by	Alan	Shuttleworth
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Izirxw Rsxmgiw
Please	contact	Will	Stockwin	at 

{wxsgo{mrDlykliw2rix with	notices	
of	your	upcoming	events	in	the	coming	
months	so	they	can	be	included	in	the	
Colfax	Connections	Calendar	of	Events.	
Notices	can	also	be	left	at	City	Hall.

Qevgl 6464
1- Bingo,	1:00-5:00	p.m.	SVC	
					(Sierra	Vista	Community	Center)
2	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
3	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
4	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
6	-		Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
9	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
10	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
11	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
55 1	Gmx} Gsyrgmp Qiixmrk0 : t2q20 Gmx} Lepp
13	-	Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
15	-	Colfax	Food	Train,	1	p.m.	SVC
16	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
17	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
18	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
19	-	American	Legion	Dinner,	5:00-7:00	p.m.
							Colfax	Veterans	Memorial	Hall
20	-	Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
21	-	Flea	Market,	8:00	a.m.-2:00	p.m.	SVC
23	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
24	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
69 1	Gmx} Gsyrgmp Qiixmrk0 : t2q20 Gmx} Lepp
        Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
27	-	Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
30	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
31	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC

Colfax Connections	can	be	found	
at	the	library,	Lumenaris,	the	
Railroad	Museum	at	the	train	
depot,	and	at	City	Hall.	

Colfax Connections is also 
available digitally on 
the City Website at 
www.colfax-ca.gov, 

and on the Chamber of 
Commerce Website at www.

colfaxchamber.com

Etvmp 6464
1- Coffee	and	Conversation,	8:00-9:30	a.m.	
						Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
						(Sierra	Vista	Community	Center)
3	-	Nevada	County	Foodbank,	10:00-11:30	a.m.	SVC
					Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
5	-	Bingo,	1:00-5:00	p.m.	SVC
6	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
7	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
8	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
					 Gmx} Gsyrgmp Qiixmrk0 : t2q20 Gmx} Lepp
10	-	Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
12	-	Pancake	Breakfast,	8:00-11:00	a.m.,	Veterans	Hall
13	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC

15	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
17	-		Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
20	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
21	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
22	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
66 1 Gmx} Gsyrgmp Qiixmrk0 : t2q20 Gmx} Lepp
24	-	Badminton,	9:00-11:00	a.m.	SVC
27	-	Badminton,	6:00-8:00	p.m.	SVC
28	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC
29	-	Open	Art	Studio,	1:00-4:00	p.m.	SVC

Seen
Around	
Town


