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Colfax Connections is	a	monthly	city	publication	
edited	by	Will	Stockwin,	who	can	be	contacted	via	
e-mail	at	wstockwin@hughes.net.	All	submissions	
are	welcome,	the	earlier	the	better.	Deadline	is	the	
20th	of	the	previous	month.
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Copies	of	Colfax	Connections	can	be	found	at	City	
Hall,	the	Library,	and	the	Heritage	Museum.

Digital	copies	can	also	be	found	on	the	Chamber’s	
Website	at	(www.ColfaxChamber.com)	and	on	the	
City’s	Website	at	(www.colfax-ca.gov).
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The	Colfax	Theatre	
Seeks	Input	For	
Upcoming	Shows

The	Colfax	Theatre	is	taking	
this	sheltering-in-place	time	to	
plan	for	a	busy	and	creative	late	
summer,	fall	and	winter	season	
ahead.	

You	are	invited	to	provide	in-
put	to	help	us	make	the	Colfax	
Theatre	the	best	ever	with	plenty	
of	community-based	activities,	
films and performance events.

Please	take	1	minute	to	answer	
a	few	questions.	Just	click	on	
this	link	–	https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/WPZVC5C		–	for	
a	simple	online	survey.	Ques-
tions	include	the	types	of	mov-
ies,	music	and	theater	acts	folks	
might	want	to	see,	possible	price	
ranges	and	options	for	commu-
nity	support.	

Have	a	say	and	let	The	Colfax	
Theatre	know	your	favorites	from	
bands	to	film and more...

The	Morton	Family	sends	good	
wishes	and	looks	forward	to	see-
ing	you	post	COVID-19.

Meanwhile,	please	consider	
signing	up	for	news	and	check-
ing	out	our	re-scheduled	perfor-
mances	at	
www.TheColfaxTheatre.com
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Colfax	Chamber	of	Commerce	
Notes	and	Events

Welcome	from	your	Colfax	Area	Chamber	of	
Commerce.	We	are	here	to	help.

During	this	difficult and uncertain time with the
coronavirus,	your	Colfax	Area	Chamber	of	Com-
merce	is	available	for	our	members	and	the	com-
munity.	Even	though	our	doors	are	closed	to	our	
office, we are continuing to answer
e-mails	and	phone	calls.

Do	you	need	financial assistance? Are you in
need	of	food,	medical	supplies,	or	other	neces-
sary	items	to	be	picked	up	and	delivered	to	your	
home?	Do	you	have	any	legal	questions	or	con-
cerns?	Are	you	concerned	about	your	commer-
cial,	home,	or	vehicle	insurance	needs?	Do	you	
want	to	get	outside,	walk	and	converse	with	a	
few	others	with	social	distance	and	virus	precau-
tions	adhered	to?

Please	contact	us.	We	have	many	resources	avail-
able	to	us.	Plus,	we	are	very	fortunate	to	have	
over	100	businesses,	non-profit organizations
and	associate	members	we	can	refer	you	to.

Also,	when	you	need	to	go	out	for	food	or	sup-
plies,	please	shop	locally.	Our	city	businesses	
can	supply	us	with	all	the	basics	and	more.	You	
may	be	very	surprised	at	the	many	different	items	
our	businesses	carry	and	can	order.	And	we	get	
the	same	great	food	from	our	local	restaurants,	
only	at	this	time	you	get	to	take	it	with	you!	Plus	
you	can	save	on	gas	by	shopping	right	at	home	...	
a	“Win-Win”	for	all	of	us.

Another	win	is	the	new	slate	of	officers for our
Board	of	Directors.	In	a	virtual	board	meeting	in	
April,	we	elected:	President,	Dave	Johnson;	Vice	
President,	Sally	Laughlin;	Treasurer,	Randy	Eley,	
and	Secretary,	Bob	Morales.

A	quick	introduction	to	new	President	Dave	
Johnson:	Dave	and	his	family	moved	to	Weimar	
in	1976.	After	several	other	commercial	enter-
prises,	he	returned	to	real	estate.	Plus,	you	may	
know	him	as	the	“Voice	of	the	Colfax	Falcons”	
and	the	Junior	Falcons.

Additionally,	the	Board	added	three	new	Direc-
tors	to	our	team:	Connie	Heilman,	Nick	Lancast-
er	and	Mary	Fatula.	More	about	the	whole	board	
next	month.

Our	Executive	Director,	Amy	Andrews,	is	con-
tinuing	her	excellent,	professional	work	keeping	
our	membership	and	board	informed	and	moving	
forward.

Your	Colfax	Area	Chamber	of	Commerce	is	mov-
ing	forward	and	planning	for	upcoming	events	
when	we	get	the	all-clear	to	proceed.	We	are	
looking	forward	to	Mixers,	Coffee	and	Conversa-
tions,	Grand	Openings	and	Ribbon	Cuttings,	3rd	
of	July,	Railroad	Days,	Winterfest,	and	more	an-
nual	events	we	assist	with.	Plus,	we	are	eagerly	
anticipating	the	reopening	of	our	Chamber	office
and	Visitor	Center.

Please	contact	your	Colfax	Area	Chamber	of	
Commerce	at:	colfaxareachamber@gmail.com	
and	530-346-8888.	Or	our	web	site:	www.Col-
faxchamber.com	or	our	Colfax	Area	Chamber	of	
Commerce	Facebook	page.

Finally,	it	has	been	my	privilege	as	president	to	
work	with	our	Board	of	Directors	and	our	mem-
bership.	We	have	accomplished	so	much,	of	
which	I	am	personally	very	proud.	Our	team	has	
been	fantastic.	I	only	see	more	growth	and	great	
accomplishments	for	the	future.
Thank	You	all	very	much!

Take	precautions,	be	safe,	and	look	forward	to	a	
brighter	future.

Tim	Ryan
CACC	(outgoing)	President

SBA	Disaster	Assistance	Loans
 	The	Small	Business	Administration	(SBA)	has	
announced	it	will	offer	disaster	assistance	
loans	for	up	to	$2	million	for	small	businesses	
impacted	by	the	coronavirus.	These	low-inter-
est	loans	are	available	to	businesses	that	have	
sustained	“substantial	economic	injury”	due	
to	the	spread	of	the	coronavirus.	For	more	
information	on	the	SBA	program	go	to:	www.
sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
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By	Brian	Eagan
CalFire	Battalion	Chief/Colfax,	Alta	Battalion

As	of	May	1st	2020,	Residential	Door	Yard	Burn	
Permits	will	be	required	for	all	outside	burning	
in	the	CAL	FIRE	Nevada/Yuba/Placer	Unit	which	
includes	the	City	of	Colfax.	Burn	permits	can	be	
obtained	for	free	at	https://burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/

Due	to	the	COVID	19	“Stay	at	Home	Order”	all	
local	Fire	Stations	are	closed	to	the	public	until	
the	order	is	rescinded	by	Governor	Newsom.	

Residential	door	yard	burning	is	a	valuable	tool	
for	homeowners	to	use	annually	in	maintaining	
their	property	and	providing	the	necessary	defen-
sible	space	for	their	homes.		It	is	not	without	risk,	
though.	In	2018,	21	of	53	vegetation	fires in the
Colfax/Alta	Battalion	were	related	to	residential	
door	yard	burning.	

Homeowners	and	residents	must	be	aware	that	if	
their	fire escapes their control, or if they are not
following	the	rules	of	the	Residential	Door	Yard	
Burning	permit,	they	may	be	found	liable	for	any	
damages	that	occur.	Outlined	below	are	the	rules	
for	safely	conducting	a	door	yard	burn:

•	You	must	have	in	your	possession	a	valid	Resi-
dential	Door	Yard	Burn	Permit.

•	You	may	only	burn	on	permissive	burn	days	
and	between	the	permissive	hours.

•	You	must	call	the	number	listed	on	the	burn	
permit	to	insure	it	is	a	permissive	burn	day,	just	
prior	to	burning.	(530-889-6868)

•	You	can	only	burn	dry	natural	material	found	
on	your	property	annually.
	
•	You	may	not	burn	any	trash,	lumber	or	house	
hold	waste.

•	You	can	only	burn	in	a	pile	no	larger	than	4	
feet	in	diameter.

•You	must	have	10	feet	of	clearance	around	the	

entire	pile	to	bare	dirt.
•	You	must	have	in	your	possession	water	and	a	
hand	tool	while	you	are	burning.
•	You	must	be	in	attendance	at	all	times	while	
your	pile	is	burning.

Based	on	weather	and	fuel	conditions	residents	
should	expect	that	sometime	between	June	1st	
and	July	1st	2020	all	outside	burning	will	be	sus-
pended.	After	that	date	and	until	the	suspension	
is	lifted	sometime	in	late	fall	2020	no	residential	
door	yard	burning	can	occur.
As	an	alternative	to	residential	door	yard	burning,	
residents	in	Placer	County,	including	the	City	of	
Colfax,	may	take	advantage	of	the	Placer	Re-
source	Conservation	District	Chipper	Program	to	
dispose	of	their	annual	natural	material.	Informa-
tion	about	this	chipping	program	can	be	found	
at:	http://placerrcd.org/landowner-assistance/
forestry/healthy-forests/	or	you	can	request	the	
service	at:	(530)	889-0111	ext.	3.	

Burn	permits	will	be	required
as	of	May	1,	2020

Burn	Permits	Will	Be	Required	Starting	On	May	First	



8                                                                                                  Colfax Connections, May 2020

By	Pamela	Biery
Thumbler	Agency

The	small	rural	community	of	Colfax	is	just	off	
Highway	80	about	50	miles	east	of	Sacramento	
and	only	18	miles	east	of	Auburn	and	offers	a	
number	of	options	from	the	Bear	River	to	hik-
ing	trails	and	fishing	at	Rollins	Lake	and	nearby	
streams.

Spring	Fishing

Rollins	Lake	is	just	a	bit	over	2	miles	from	Colfax	
and	fisherman	are	starting	to	post	their	reports	on	
this	destination	and	nearby	creeks	and	streams	
at	both	the	FishSniffer	and	Hook	and	Bullet.	You	
can	purchase	fishing	licenses	online	at	https://
wildlife.ca.gov/licensing/online-sales.	CDFW	
is	temporarily	closing	its	high	public	use	areas,	
including	visitor	centers	and	license	counters,	to	
help	slow	the	spread	of	COVID-19	(coronavirus),	
so	plan	accordingly.

It	is	recommended	to	follow	current	news	for	re-
cent	mandates.	People	need	to	be	extra	cautious,	
especially	in	places	with	wintry	weather,	because	
resources	are	strained	amid	the	pandemic	and	
rescues	may	be	more	difficult.

Bring	your	maps	and	directions	with	you!	Most	
Visitor	Centers,	including	the	Greater	Colfax	
Chamber	of	Commerce	are	currently	closed	due	
to	COVID-19.	Follow	personal	safety	rules	and	
do	not	go	out	in	nature	alone.

Hikes	Near	Colfax:

Stevens	Trail
Just	outside	of	Colfax	is	one	of	the	most	popular	
trails	in	Placer	County—the	Stevens	Trail	is	very	
accessible	just	off	Interstate	80,	beginning	con-
veniently	at	a	parking	area	on	N.	Canyon	Way	
just	north	of	Colfax,	it	is	simultaneously	easy	to	
access,	remote	and	inhabited	by	many	kinds	of	
wildlife	as	well	as	plenty	of	poison	oak	mixed	
among	the	woodland	oaks,	Manzanita	and	
laurel.		Visit	Placer	describes	this	trail	as	3.2	
miles	out,	with	time	doubling	for	the	3.2	mile	
return.	Stevens	Trail	is	listed	on	the	National	Reg-
ister	of	Historic	Places.	https://www.visitplacer.
com/discover/stevens-trail/

Pennyweight	Trail	and	Mineral	Bar

Pennyweight	is	a	short,	family--friendly	out-	and-	
back		hike	of	around	1.7	miles	in	the	Auburn	
State	Recreation	Area	with	a	day-use	fee	of	$10	
located	in	the	greater	Colfax	area.

From	Hwy	80	in	Colfax	exit	at	Canyon	Way,	head	
north	on	Canyon	Way,	then	turn	right	onto	Iowa	
Hill	Rd.	It	is	3	miles	of	narrow,	paved	road	to	
campsites	and	river.	You	will	see	the	sign	on	the	
left	for	the	trailhead	about	2	miles	out.	Proceed	
to	Mineral	Bar	Campground	for	a	day-use	park-
ing	permit	and	trail	access	before	returning	to	the	
trailhead.	Take	time	to	admire	the	historic	Iowa	
Hill	Bridge	built	in	1928	before	your	hike.	Lim-
ited	roadside	parking	near	trailhead.	

A	view	of	the	North	Fork	of	the	American	River
seen	from	the	Pennyweight	Trail.	Photo	provided	
by	Thumbler.

Thumbler	was	hired	by	the	city	to	promote	
Colfax	to	visitors	from	around	the	state.

Fishing	And	Hiking	Around	Colfax	Being	Promoted	To	Visitors










