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Council Passes Downtown Smoking Ordinance

By wstockwin@hughes.net

The second reading of a
proposed ordinance prohibiting
smoking within designated ar-
eas of historic downtown Colfax
was passed on a unanimous,
4-0 vote at the city council’s
October 28 meeting. Mayor
Mendoza was not present.

The ordinance will take effect
on November 27.

Mayor Pro Tem Sean Lomen
called for the vote following

a short public hearing where
there was, as with the October
14 first reading of the ordi-
nance, no public comment.

The ordinance prohibits smok-
ing in the Historic Core of the
Historic Overlay District, which
is the same area in which can-
nabis businesses are prohibited.
Smoking will be prohibited
within 20 feet from the main
entrances and exits to any busi-
ness or building, within 20 feet
of any outside dining area, on
all sidewalks, at all community-
wide special events and on ar-
eas adjacent to public property.

The city will post signs remind-
ing residents of the smoking

ban and the ordinance will be
enforced by the Placer County
Sheriff’s Office (PCSO). Viola-
tions of the ordinance will result
in a written warning or citation
for a first offense followed by
monetary fines ranging from
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This map shows the downtown
area that the no-smoking
ordinance will cover.

$25 to $200 for subsequent of-
fenses within one year.

The ordinance gives the City the
right to promulgate rules, regu-
lations and resolutions to imple-
ment its provisions. Restrictions
and requirements imposed by
State law will remain applicable
in all areas of the City, includ-
ing the Historic Core.

PCSO Sgt. Ty Conners acknowl-

continued on page 2
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Scavenger Hunt Winners

The first annual Great Colfax
Scavenger Hunt is over with
winners Cindy Hegenauer
and Beverly Zorichak split-
ting the $300 prize. A total of
60 entrants played in this first
event.

The game was created by
Mary Fatula, owner of Lume-
naris on Main St. in Colfax as
a way to get people out and
moving after being cooped up
due to the coronavirus
restrictions.
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No smoking from Page 1

edged that right, but reminded
the council that downtown
smoking violations would be
low priority misdemeanors that
would be difficult to enforce.

City staff has prepared a FAQ
Sheet (see page 10) to help
educate citizens regarding the
ordinance. Councilman Fatula
read several examples into the
record prior to the final vote,
including:

What areas of Colfax does this
No Smoking apply to?
This applies to all areas

that is all the property in the
historic district, both residen-
tial and commercial, including
streets, alleys, and sidewalks
unless the area is specifically
marked as a Smoking Permitted
Area.

How would a person know
what areas are designated as no
smoking?

The No Smoking areas are
identified on the historic district
map and will be marked with
signage posted by the city to
identify this to the public.

Does this apply to all business-
es, events, and residences?
Yes.

What should I do if | see some-
one smoking in a prohibited
area?

You may call the Sheriff’s non-
emergency number 530-886-

enclosed in the historic district

5375 to report the problem.

Sunday, October 4th was a special day. The fire
smoke was cleared out of the air and the temper-
atures were mild. Forty-eight socially distanced
area golfers teed off at the Auburn Valley Country
Club in North Auburn. Followings their round,
teams returned to the Clubhouse for lunch and
awards.

The winning team was Colfax’s Railhead Saloon
with team-members Mark Hampshire, Todd
Brown, Den Baugh and Stanley Brown. The
longest drive for men was Ed Hernberger. The
longest drive for women was Val Carney. Closest
to the pin for men was Craig Faulkner. The clos-
est to the pin for women was Betty Nailter.

Proceeds from the event will be used to provide
numerous monetary scholarships to K-12 stu-
dents. Students at Colfax Elementary, Alta Dutch
Flat Elementary and Colfax High School receive
scholarships at their respective graduations.
Outstanding students at Colfax High School are
recognized with a Student-of-the-Month Scholar-
ships.

In addition, a woman re-training or re-entering
the work force as sole support of their family is

Tourney competitor, Steve Brown, warms up at
the driving range. Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

recognized with the Live-Your-Dream Financial
Award. And, finally, a woman who has demon-
strated exemplary community service is recog-
nized with the Ruby Award. Tournament Chair,
Nikki Davis said, “It was a fantastic day! Thanks
to everyone who helped make the annual tourna-
ment a huge success.”
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Update From Supervisor

Cindy Gustafson

October 30 — As we continue to
navigate through the impacts of
COVID-19, our Health and Hu-
man Services Division, including
our Public Health Office, contin-
ues to focus attention on areas
that will have the most impact
for Placer County communities.

Staff continue to meet with Plac-
er County’s superintendent of
schools multiple times a week,
and have developed a list of
Frequently Asked Questions that
is updated and posted online on
a weekly basis.

County staff also meet regularly
with mayors, the business com-
munity, hospitals, skilled nursing
facilities, and correctional facili-
ties, among others, in order to
ensure ongoing communication
and coordination.

Several weeks ago Placer
County’s improved case rate and
testing positivity rate allowed

us to progress into the “orange/
moderate tier” in the State’s col-
ored tier framework within the
Blueprint for a Safer Economy;

continued on page 5
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Business Briefs . . .
... with Lindalou Haines

Honoring a Colfax Veteran

In honor of Veterans Day this month, Business
Buzz is celebrating local veterans, especially any
who own a Colfax city business.

Stretching the definition of “business”, | have
focused on Foxey McCleary, who is an army
veteran, a professional artist and is the facilitator
of the Open Art Studio at Sierra Vista Community
Center and more.
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Foxey McCleary Photo by Will Stockwin

Ms. McCleary has very deep roots in Colfax.
Remember McCleary’s Garage? However, Foxey
was born in China, where her father’s work in the
petroleum industry took the family. The family
returned to Colfax, when Foxey was 11. Early

on, her mother, who was a professionally trained
violinist, encouraged the children to follow their
creative instincts and learn how to draw and do
art of all kinds.

Much of what Foxey is known for now are her art

projects in and around town. Think of her out-
door murals throughout downtown Colfax that
she paints with painting partner fellow Colfax
professional artist, Jim Bowers. You'll see their
shadow murals along S. Auburn St., along School
St. and elsewhere in central Colfax. (See article in
Colfax Connections, Sept. 2020.)

Foxey said during her several decades of teaching
art here at Colfax Elementary School as a “full-
time sub” and elsewhere after that, her favorite
part of teaching was the children themselves: “I
loved the kids.”

Foxey is full of all kinds of ideas for art projects
for herself and for the community. She just bub-
bles with project ideas as you chat with her. On-
going are the portraits that Foxey does of people
and pets. For a 8x10” size she only charges $25.
That is a steal! She uses acrylics for portraits but
also uses egg tempura and oils in her work. And,
she does sculptures.

Right now a current project is painting dried
gourds to create shakers. She sells portraits and
right now the gourds on Facebook: Facebook.
com/Foxey McCleary.

Sgt. Foxey McCleary’s military service had her
assigned to the 141st Signal Battalion, mostly in
Germany, 1976-80, during the Cold War. She
was the first woman of enough rank to be as-
signed Armed Room duty. A trusted position,
indeed.

Thank you for your service, Foxey McCleary.

If you own or manage a business in the City of
Colfax, let me hear from you. Priority is given
to new businesses and existing businesses with

something new to offer.

lindalouhaines14@gmail.com
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Sierra Vista Center Scores
$10,000 CARES Grant

A Placer CARES grant application written by Red Houck for the Sierra Vista Community Center
was awarded $10,000 in September. The money will ease the Center’s financial stress by allowing
all utility bills to be paid through December, the filling of oil and propane tanks, fixing the large
heat blowers in the gym, and servicing of the Center’s antique, 94-year-old boiler. Placer County
received funding through the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.
The County Board of Supervisors decided to distribute a significant percentage of the funding to
local businesses and nonprofit organizations that have been hard-hit by the pandemic and associ-
ated shutdowns. For more information about CARES go to https://www.placer.ca.gov/shares/FAQ.

Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

Gustafson from page 3

however it is likely that our
increased case rate numbers
will push us back into the red
tier, which will mean reduced
capacity for our restaurants and
other restrictions on local busi-
nesses.

This will have a huge impact on
our local businesses, particu-
larly as we move into colder
weather and outdoor seating is
a less viable option for restau-
rants.

We all want COVID-19 to be
over, but we have to do the

work to make that happen.

The longer this virus is present,
the greater the impact to our
families, our businesses and our
communities.

Please do your part to help our
community by following guid-
ance issued by public health
officials. Avoid large gatherings,
wash your hands, physically
distance yourself from others
and wear a face covering. We
all need to work together on
this.

| am continuing to ask all our
residents to take the precau-
tions recommended: wear a
face covering, wash your hands

frequently, and physically dis-
tance from those outside your
household. There has been so
much research that validates the
claims that wearing a face cov-
ering helps to reduce the spread
of COVID-19.

We are all responsible for our
own actions, but please re-
member that your actions with
regard to wearing a face cover-
ing affect the public health and
economy of your entire com-
munity.

Please don’t hesitate to contact
my office if you have questions
or need any assistance with
County issues or concerns.
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. Trunk or Treat

All Photos By Alan Shuttleworth

Top Left - Bottle Cap Car and Quirky Corky

Top Right - Diana Harrison with her Muppet
Ghoul

Bottom Right - Macie Woytus and Jetton Woytus
Bottom Left - Soroptimist Ladies L-R are Karen
Miller, Pam Rex-Small, Sonja Conklin, Nikki
Ahrens, Kim Johnson and Dale Shuttleworth
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WE ARE OPEN!

For Modified Services

COLFAX LIBRARY

BROWSING HOURS
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 10AM - 4PM
WEDNESDAY 12PM - 6PM
FRIDAY 12PM - 5PM

BOOK RETURNS
24/7

DIGITAL LIBRARY
24/7
PLACER.CA . GOV/LIBRARY
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General

Q1: What areas of Colfax does
this No Smoking apply to?

A1.This applies to all areas
enclosed in the historic district
(see map), that is all the prop-
erty in the historic district, both
residential and commercial,
including streets, alleys, and
sidewalks unless the area is spe-
cifically marked as a Smoking
Permitted Area.

Q2: How would a person know
what areas are designated as no
smoking?

A1. The No Smoking areas are
identified on the historic district
map and will be marked with
signage posted by the city to
identify this to the public.

Q3: Does this apply to all busi-
nesses, events, and residences?
AT. Yes.

Q4: How is the ordinance to be
enforced?

A1. The Sheriff is responsible
for issuing citations when a vio-
lation is observed.

Q5: What happens if | get
caught smoking in this area?
A1.The initial fine is only
a citation to help the public
become aware of this ordi-
nance. Starting with the 2nd
occurrence the fine is $25, then
doubles for each subsequent
occurrence up to $200 for vio-
lations within the same year.

Q6: What should I do if I see
someone smoking in this area?

AT.You may call the Sheriff’s
non-emergency number 530-
886-5375 to report the prob-
lem.

Smoking
Ordinance
FAQ Sheet

Businesses

Q1: Where are people NOT
ALLOWED to smoke?

AT. People are not permitted
to smoke in an “enclosed” area
(your shop) or in areas you have
been issued a permit to operate
in (e.g. outside dining areas).
“Enclosed” areas have solid
walls from the floor to the ceil-
ing, with ceilings.

A2. People are not permit-
ted to smoke on city sidewalks
or streets in the historic district
or within 20ft of your primary
entrance(s).

Q2: Where are people AL-
LOWED to smoke?

SMOKING
PROHIBITED

AT. People can smoke within
your property in areas which
are not enclosed. For example,
a business owner may designate
a fenced in area, porch, outside
deck, etc. to be a smoking area
provided it is not “Enclosed”.

Q3: What if I need a place for
smokers but don’t have a place
on my property?

ATl. The property owner or
shop owner can petition the
city for a specific area outside
of their property to allow smok-
ing. This petition would go to
the City Manager for a decision
of Approval or Rejection.

Q4: Do | have to monitor or
inform people about not smok-
ing on the sidewalk or street in
front or behind my building?

AT. No. This is a City respon-
sibility.

Q5: Do | have to enforce no
smoking in my shop or in my
permitted areas (outside dining
area)?

AT. Yes. These areas are your
responsibility.

Residents

Q1: As a resident in the Histor-
ic District, | have an apartment
with no balcony, no porch, and
no place to smoke on the prop-
erty. Where can | smoke?

ATl. The property owner can
petition the City Manager for a
specific area outside of and ad-
jacent to their property to allow
smoking.

Q2: Can | smoke in the street
to avoid the No Smoking areas?

AT1. No. The streets, sidewalks,
and alleys are included in the
No Smoking zone.









