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Cannabis Business Application Continued To February 24 Meeting

By wstockwin@hughes.net

Of the two city council meet-
ings held in January, the second
one certainly garnered the most
public interest. Cannabis was
back on the agenda, prompt-
ing nearly 30 people to e-mail,
text or phone in their comments
during the meeting.

The question before the council
was whether or not to approve
a resolution authorizing the city
manager to issue a commercial
cannabis cultivation business

permit valid for one year to
Fireworx Farms, LLC. The ap-
plication from Fireworx was the
only one received by the city
during the application period
that ran from September 25 to
November 24.

The Fireworx application details
a proposed growing operation
that would feature eight, 2,500
square-foot, fully enclosed
greenhouses, and that would
hire 18-20 full-time employees
from Colfax and Placer County
starting at $17/hr. The estimated

annual tax revenue from the op-
eration would add $140,000 in
unrestricted funds to the city’s
general fund.

The application before the
council had been previously
vetted and scored by SCI Con-
sulting Group, based on the
nine criteria established by city
ordinance. Those criteria in-
cluded:

e the qualifications of owners
and managers

continued on page 7
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Update From Supervisor

Cindy Gustafson

As you can imagine many people
are calling, writing and emailing
in search of more information on
when they can get vaccinated.

| understand that this is an ex-
tremely frustrating time for all of
us — so | am hoping to help ex-
plain what we know and, just as
importantly, what we don’t know.
Information changes rapidly,

but here is where we stand as of
1/25/2021.

The limitations on vaccine avail-
ability are entirely due to limi-
tations on the supply of doses.
Placer has been allocated an
average of 4,343 doses of the
Covid-19 vaccination (first and
second) per week. To give you an
idea on how far that goes, there
are approximately 80,000 Placer
residents who are 65 or older

- not to mention the thousands
of healthcare workers and others
that fall into the Phase 1a cat-
egory as well.

At this pace, it would take us
four-to-six months to vaccinate
our most vulnerable and our es-
sential workers. We do know that

continued on Page 5

Contents
February 2021

Cover - Cannabis Business Application Continued
The Mask Lady

Page 2 - Snow In Colfax, Jan. 25, 2021
Page 3 - Update From District 5 Supervisor
Page 4 - Business Briefs: Main St. Pizza

Page 6 - New PCSO Station Sgt. In Colfax
Fewer Fire Department Dispatches in 2020

Page 8 - Chamber Notes and Events
Page 9 - Food Bank 2021 Schedule
Page 10 - Western Monarch Populations Declining

Gspje| Gsrrigxisrw is a monthly city publication
edited by Will Stockwin, who can be contacted via
e-mail at wstockwin@hughes.net. All submissions
are welcome, the earlier the better.

Deadline is the 20th of the previous month.

STAFF
Photography - Alan Shuttleworth
Proofreading - LindaLou Haines

Hard Copies of Colfax Connections can be found at
City Hall, the Colfax Library and Lumenaris.

Digital copies can also be found on the Chamber’s
Website at (www.ColfaxChamber.com) and on the
City’s Website at (www.colfax-ca.gov).






















10

Colfax Connections, February 2021

Western Monarch Butterfly Population In Severe Decline

By wstockwin@hughes.net

During its annual winter survey
of Western Monarch butterflies
in 2020, the non-profit Xerces
Society counted 29,000 of

the orange and black insects.
That was considered a hopeful
sign after the winter survey in
2019 found an all-time low of
27,000.

This year’s annual survey
could only find some 2,000
Western Monarchs in their
usual overwintering grounds
along the central and
southern California coast.

The steep decline in Monarch
population numbers is attrib-
uted to continued loss of the
butterfly’s milkweed breeding
habitat to agriculture and urban
development, as well as the ac-
celerating climate change that is
producing larger and more de-

Monarch butterfly on milkweed at Downtown Farm in Colfax.

structive wildfires along western
coastal areas.

Monarchs all but disappeared
here in the western Sierra Foot-
hills following the punishing
2016-17 wet season, when mul-

tiple ‘atmospheric river’ storms
blasted California coastal areas.

Washington State University
researchers predicted in 2017
that Monarchs would likely be
extinct in the very near future
if nothing were done to reverse
population declines.

Monarchs have neither state
nor federal protection to pre-
vent their critical breeding
habitat from being destroyed.

In December 2020 the butterfly
became a candidate for threat-
ened or endangered status, but
federal officials declined to take
immediate action to list it as
such.

For more information go to
https://xerces.org/

Monarch butterfly caterpillar
eating milkweed at Downtown
Farm in Colfax.

Photos by Will Stockwin
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Churches

Colfax Assembly of

God Community

Fellowship

252 Culver St.,

Colfax, CA 95713

Email: colfaxaog@gmail.com
Website: http://www.colfaxagca.org/

Colfax Baptist Church

24850 Ben Taylor Rd., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8110

Email: pastorgaryhoward@yahoo.com
Website: http://colfaxbaptist.com/

Colfax United Methodist Church

59 W. Church St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2267

Website: https://www.colfaxumc.org/

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses
944 Canyon Way, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2525

Website: https://www.jw.org/en/

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

589 E. Oak St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2286

Website: https://www.scd.org/parish/
st-dominic-parish-colfax

Seventh Day Adventist

454 Scholtz Ave., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8844

Website: https://www.colfaxsdachurch.com

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints

1875 S. Auburn St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7702

Website: https://www.lds.org/

Social Organizations
American Legion Post 192
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-9433
Website: http://norwellpost192.org

Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce
99 S. Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8888

Website: http://colfaxchamber.com

Colfax Area Historical Society

Archives: PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713
Museum 99 Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8599

Website: https://colfaxhistory.org

Colfax Garden Club

PO Box 1801, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7474

Website: http://californiagardenclubs.com/con-
tent/colfax-garden-club

Colfax Lions Club

PO Box 664, Colfax, CA 95713

530-477-2533

Website: https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/col-
faxca

Gold Country Lionesses
PO Box 1852, Colfax, CA 95713

[llinoistown Clay-Mason Lodge #51 of Colfax
14 N. Main St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-6627

Website: http://lodge51.freemason.org

Sierra Vista Artists
55 School St., Rm. C-4, Colfax, CA 95713
530-320-0433

Sierra Vista Center

55 School St., Colfax, CA 95713

530-346-8726

Website: https:/sierravistacolfax.wordpress.com

Soroptimist International of Colfax
PO Box 475, Colfax, CA 95713
530-637-4878

VFW Post 2003

22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7768
https://www.colfaxveterans.org/vfw.html






