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Colfax Connections is a monthly city publication 
edited by Will Stockwin, who can be contacted via 
e-mail at wstockwin@hughes.net. All submissions 
are welcome, the earlier the better. 

Deadline is the 20th of the previous month.
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Hard Copies of Colfax Connections can be found at City 
Hall, the Colfax Library, Colfax Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Colfax Heritage Museum.                             

Digital copies can also be found on the Chamber’s 
Website at (www.ColfaxChamber.com) and on the City’s 
Website at (www.colfax-ca.gov).
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Update From Supervisor
Cindy Gustafson

Sutter Roseville Medical Center 
recently experienced its busiest 
day in the Center’s history, driven 
by the surge in Covid-19 cases. 
Tpegiv Gsyrx}ùw Hmvigxsv sj 
Health and Human Services Dr. 
Rob Oldham provided the Board 
with an update indicating the 
situation from hospital execu-
tives in the region is “dire”.

The surge is very real here in 
Tpegiv Gsyrx}2  [lir Fsevh-
Chair Robert Weygandt and I 
toured Sutter Roseville Medi-
cal Center with their entire 
management team, we saw the 
lobby and hallways were full 
of non-critical patients wait-
ing to be seen because all their 
rooms were full to capacity with       
Covid-19 patients. 

The Delta variant is very differ-
ent, much more contagious and 
our hospitals are seeing younger 
patients admitted. The staff indi-
cated that nearly 90% of those 
currently hospitalized with CO-
VID are unvaccinated. If you are 
not already vaccinated I encour-
age you to schedule a vaccina-
tion appointment today.

And wear a mask to not only 
protect yourself - but your fam-
mp}0 jvmirhw0 erh syv irxmvi Tpegiv 
community.  
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By wstockwin@hughes.net

A week after the ‘River Fire’ exploded out of the 
Bear River campground just outside of Colfax, 
ĂviĂklxivw leh eglmizih <9) gsrxemrqirx {mxl 
2,619 acres burned.

Driven by strong afternoon winds on August 4 
xli Ăvi kvi{ ws jewx erh ws pevki svmkmrep iwxmqe-
tions of its eventual size ranged from 10,000 to 
15,000 acres. That didn’t happen because the 
original call-out brought in 68 engines, 30 water 
tenders, 22 hand crews, 18 bulldozers, 15 air-
gvejx erh ;88 ĂviĂklxivw erh wyttsvx tivwsrrip2

“For several hours on August 4 this was the num-
fiv sri tvmsvmx} Ăvi mr Gepmjsvrme0 hve{mrk vi-
sources from as far away as CAL FIRE’s Riverside 
Unit to the South and diverting resources from 
the Dixie Fire in the North,” said Brian Eagan, 
CalFire Battalion Chief/Colfax, Alta Battalion.
 
Ex e tyfpmg qiixmrk mr Gspje| sr Eykywx ; Ăvi sj-
Ăgmepw wemh xlex xli Xli øVmziv Jmviù [ew Wxsttih 
By A Rapid, Massive Response
gswx sj wyttviwwmrk xli Ăvi wxssh ex (;27 qmppmsr0 
and that air tankers had dropped 292,000 gallons 
sj vixevherx sr xli fpe~i mr xli Ăvwx wm| lsyvw2

Ex xli limklx sj xli Ăvi0 sziv 60:44 viwm-
hirxw sj Tpegiv erh Rizehe Gsyrxmiw {ivi 
evacuated, with all evacuation orders and 
warnings lifted by August 10.
 
After a complete damage assessment by 
August 11, 102 residential structures, one 
commercial structure and 39 other struc-
tures were destroyed. Another 21 struc-
xyviw {ivi heqekih mr Tpegiv erh Rizehe 
counties. 

Xli Ăvi {ew gsqtpixip} gsrxvsppih sr Ey-
gust 13. During the height of the River Fire 
sr Eykywx 54 erh 550 ĂviĂklxivw uymgop} 
wryjjih x{s Ăviw sr Vsffivw Vezmri Vh2 
riev Geti Lsvr0 erh e pevkiv Ăvi mr ]yfe 
County known as the Glen Fire.

As tragic and as devastating to the com-

The ‘River Fire’ Was Stopped By A Rapid, Massive Response
qyrmx} erh irzmvsrqirx ew xli Ăvi {ew0 xli 
outcome could have been much, much worse. 
While on the verge of a record setting drought 
year with fuel conditions at critical levels for the 
{iiow tvmsv xs xli Ăviw0 xlivi evi wyggiww wxsvmiw 
to be recognized. 

One of the success stories is the low number 
of injuries and no loss of human life. Only two 
Fire Fighters and two Civilians suffered injuries 
xlvsykl xli gsyvwi sj xli Ăvi2 

Xli vsyxmri YrmĂih Gsqqerh xvemrmrk sj xli 
Tpegiv Gsyrx} Wlivvmjj SjĂgi {mxl GEP JMVI3
Tpegiv Gsyrx} Jmvi Hitevxqirx tvszmhih xli 
jveqi{svo jsv psgep erh vikmsrep Ăvwx viwtsrh-
ers to initiate evacuation orders and warnings in 
fsxl gsyrxmiw {mxlmr xli Ăvwx 64 qmryxiw sj xli 
River Fire’s start. 

“Our community members have an equal part in 
this success story as well,” Eagan said. “If it had 
not been for their preparedness, calm and orderly 
izegyexmsrw Ăvwx viwtsrhivw {syph lezi leh xs 
spend more time evacuating residents and less 
xmqi Ăklxmrk xli Ăvi2÷ 

Billowing smoke seen from the Colfax 76 gas 
station.  Photographer unknown










