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• Liabilities – Debt of $7,198,000 to fund sewer 
system upgrades. Unfunded pension liability is 
$146,000. No retiree health benefits, so no liabil-
ity recorded.

• Total revenue from all sources was $6,389,097 
of which $841,592 was from capital grants and 
contributions. Total expenses from all sources 
were $4,763,091.
Sheipline said that she had found no internal 
control weaknesses, and that the city complied 
with all relevant laws and regulations.

She also reported no difficulties in performing the 
audit and no unusual accounting practices.

“Overall it was a very clean audit and the city is 
doing very well,” Sheipline said.

The council approved the quarterly report on 
Sales and Use Tax revenues for first quarter of fis-
cal year 2021-2022. As of the end of September 
2021, sales tax revenues from sales made within 
the city jurisdiction decreased 22% as compared 
to the same quarter last year. It is the lowest quar-
ter reported since 2017.

At its second meeting of the month on January 
26, the council approved the final paperwork to 
close out the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) that provided Subsistence Payment 
grants to Colfax residents that were eligible for 
the COVID-19 Relief Grant Program (Program). 
Two grants totaling $16,409.27 were awarded. 

City Manager, Wes Heathcock, was authorized 
to receive a Caltrans Sustainable Transportation 

Planning Grant for $211,030 to prepare a Down-
town Connectivity and Main Street Improve-
ment Plan. There is a required match of 11.47% 
($27,341) from the city. The plan will include 
concepts and identify investments to improve the 
accessibility, visibility, safety and appeal of the 
historic downtown for residents, visitors, busi-
nesses and property owners.

Cannabis will be making a return to the council 
agenda after Jim Dion, owner of Golden State Pa-
tient Care here in Colfax, petitioned the council 
from the public comment podium for a hearing 
on whether to allow him to also sell recreational 
cannabis. The council directed staff to agendize it 
for a future meeting.

getting the snow plowed twice, getting the Fire 
Department, the Search and Rescue, the Salva-
tion Army food truck. Marnie gave much support 
for a warming center, supplies and contacts. You 
have no idea how wonderful it is to have some-
one ready to help us, Marnie.

We want to send appreciation to the snowplow 
driver who had to plow the entrance road twice, 
so we didn’t have to have a 4 wheel drive to 
evacuate. More thanks and appreciation to Kev-
in, our generator contact, who came to reboot 
the generator late at night. 

Many thanks to the Salvation Army mobile food 
truck volunteers who provided three delicious 
meals a day, plus entertaining conversation to 
everyone in the Rec Hall, making us feel a part of 
something wonderful and giving us hope. 

Thank you to the Probation Department members 
that shoveled out our cars and dumpsters. Thank 
you to Mr. John Kim, who owns the Chevron and 
who had no hesitation in providing warm shirts 
and blankets for our residents.

Our hearts are so grateful for all your generous 
help and your generous spirit, which gave us all 
a sense that people cared, and that we could 
weather the storm because we were not alone. 

Nadia Calvo
Manager, Canyon View Apartments in Colfax
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Website at (www.colfax-ca.gov).
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Cases in Placer County are now 
surging significantly. 

There were 42,022 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Placer 
County as of Dec. 31 (data 
pulled Jan. 4). Cases surged at 
the end of December after de-
creasing through November. De-
cember 2021 saw 401 cases on 
the 30th, the highest single-day 
new case count since the begin-
ning of the pandemic up to that 
point (data pulled on Jan. 7). 

As of January 7, 2022 the high-
est single-day case count has 
again been exceeded at 532 
new cases on Jan. 3.

An individual who tests positive 
on multiple occasions is only 
counted as a single case, except 
if the reinfection surveillance 
definition is met.

As of Jan. 3, 2022 Placer County 
has received reports of 492 
COVID-related deaths.

• 193(39%) were residents of 
long-term care facilities. 

• 49% were under the age of 
80; 18% were under the age of 
65.

• At least 93% of those who 
died had at least one confirmed 
underlying health condition. (36 
deaths are pending for this data).

(Obtained from the Placer 
County Website)

What’s happening 
now in Placer 

County?
COVID-19 Update
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What a difference a month can make! 

In last month’s issue of the Connections, we cel-
ebrated the much anticipated opening of the Best 
Western Colfax. 

This month we STILL celebrate the opening of 
our very own Best Western… with an OOPS 
added. 

The OOPS happened Christmas night. You re-
member Christmas night and the Storm/ Record 
snowfall/ Power outage of 2021, right? The power 
outage that for some went on for TWO WEEKS. I 
heard one area resident refer to those conditions 
as like a “third world country.’ 

Yes, we are spoiled with instant water from our 
faucets, instant heat (or at least it is after you 
stoke up the wood stove) in most residences, 

instant electricity for our refrigerators and our 
electronic toys and all the rest. 

However, can you imagine being a guest in a 
hotel that just lost its power because of a wide-
spread area power outage and the hotel genera-
tor that was on order hadn’t arrived yet? Our Best 
Western had been opened just under one week 
when the power outage hit the lovely new facil-
ity and the rest of us. Talk about bad timing. Their 
first holiday weekend. That’s the OOPS that hit 
our latest new business in town! Not exactly the 
welcome that a new business would hope for. 

Jennifer Rivera, front desk clerk/ trainer, told us 
that when the power went out, a few residents 
stayed one day, but then the hotel had to close 
down. She said the corporate reservation system 
of Best Western found accommodations for all 
the displaced Colfax guests. Therefore, all guests 
got a warm place to stay with minimal fuss or 
bother. 

The good news is that the hotel now has a gen-
erator. So, hopefully, they are ready for the next 
power outage. Let’s hope we all are!            

As a resident of Canyon View Apartments (CVA, 
see story on page 1), I want to add a huge thanks 
to the corporation that oversees the operation of 
CVA: Preservation Partners Management Group 
(PPMG) for stepping up to help us during the 
storm. 

PPMG helped those of us who needed pet-friend-
ly accommodations by paying for us to stay at 
the Extended Stay America hotel in Roseville for 
4 or 5 nights. It was a good choice of hotels, and 
those of us who availed ourselves of this warm 
opportunity with our pets were immensely grate-
ful.
 
Thank you from my dog, Miss Bella, who doesn’t 
like any dogs and most cats but loved the hotel, 
and me to the owners of PPMG. 
LindaLouise Haines

Please send me your business news at 
lindalouhaines14@gmail.com

Above - Best Western receptionist Katie 
O’Rourke in the hotel dining area.

Photo by Alan Shuttleworth
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PG&E Free Firewood Giveaway
PG&E sponsored a free heating wood giveaway 
in the Sierra Vista Community Center parking lot 
in early January. The cold snap that followed the 
Christmas blizzard, when powerlines were down 
everywhere, had temperatures hovering near 
freezing for several days. PG&E also provided 
“Go Bags” and hot showers to all in need.

Above, inset - Volunteer Services Coordinator, 
Justin Farwell, was appointed by Mayor Burruss 
to secure the wood pile and supervise its distri-
bution. He was also handing out free “Grab and 
Go Bags” that included a blanket, snacks and a 
phone charger.

Left- Ric Tetrault, First Vice Commander of our 
local American Legion Post, cooking eggs that 
were part of the free breakfast for anyone who 
needed a hot meal.

Photos by Alan Shuttleworth
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