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By wstockwin@gmail.com

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday later in the 
month, the November 13 city council meeting 
was the only meeting scheduled for the month. 
Likewise, the Christmas holiday will cancel the 
second meeting in December.

The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. with 
all council members present. They moved 
quickly to approve the consent calendar and on 
to agency reports, where PCSO Sgt. Williams 
introduced himself as the new Colfax station 
commander. CHP’s Jason Lyman reported on the 
snarled traffic over the summit that temporarily 
closed sections of I-80 during the season’s first 

snow storm. He advised drivers to slow down 
when driving in winter conditions. 

A contract with Eco Green Solutions (EGS) to re-
place existing outdoor lighting at the Lions Chil-
dren’s Park and the Sheriff’s substation with LED 
lights was the agenda’s sole presentation. And, at 
no cost to the city because EGS will take advan-
tage of all applicable PG&E rebates and incen-
tives. With little discussion the item passed easily 
on a  4-0-1 vote, with council member Trinity 
Burruss abstaining.

There were two items on the Public Hearing 
agenda: a short-term rental (STR) planning de-
posit fee schedule amendment; and three zoning 
code amendments.

City planner Kathy Pease said that passing the 
STR fee amendment would set the new permit 
fee at $350.00, and the annual renewal fee at 
$85.00. She said those levels would insure the 
recovery of all city costs to administer the STR 
program. After one member of the public spoke 
in favor of the proposed amendment the council 
sealed the deal with a 5-0 approval vote.

Pease described the proposed three zoning code 
amendments as “a clean-up of the existing or-
dinance” by adding three new definitions, as 
follows:

Employee Housing is privately-owned housing 
that provides living quarters in connection with 
any work, whether or not rent is involved.

A Low-Barrier Navigation Center (LBNC) is a 
Housing First, low barrier, temporary, service-
enriched shelter that helps homeless individuals 
and families to quickly obtain permanent hous-
ing. It differs from homeless shelters in that it 
provides onsite services intended to provide long 
term housing solutions. 

Council Approves Funding For Moving The Caboose, Winterfest 2024
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See bearparc.com
for more information

There’s a plan to relocate the caboose to the depot green to anchor a proposed outdoor heritage 
railroad park. Less clear is what will take its place in Roy Toms Plaza. Nobody asked me, but I think 
the Chinese Railroad Workers Monument that was supposed to come to the foothills in the first 
place before Sacramento grabbed it, would look fantastic in the center of Colfax.       Will Stockwin
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Colfax Connections is a monthly city publication 
edited by Will Stockwin, who can be contacted via 
e-mail at wstockwin@hughes.net. All submissions 
are welcome, the earlier the better. 

Submissions deadline is the 
20th of the previous month.

    

Hard Copies of Colfax Connections can be found at 
City Hall, the Colfax Library, Colfax Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Colfax Heritage Museum and Snapdragon                            

Digital copies can also be found on the Chamber’s Web-
site at (www.ColfaxChamber.com) and on the City’s 
Website at (www.colfax-ca.gov).
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City Council from page 1

City Council 
December Meeting

On 12/13 

Single Room Occupancy (SRO) is 
a single furnished room that can 
be rented month-to-month or for a 
more extended period. 

Pease said if the council approved 
the first reading of the proposed 
amendments, the second reading 
would occur at the Dec.11 meet-
ing. The council responded with a 
unanimous vote to approve.

Former mayor Tom Parnham went 
to the public podium during Public 
Comment to ask the council to do 
something about all the free-range 
chickens loose on West Oak St.

The two pieces of official business 
both involved requests for city 
funding.

The project to move the caboose 
over to the Depot Green got a 
boost when the council voted 
unanimously to donate $5,000.00 
to the effort. Moving the caboose 
will be the first step to creating an 
outdoor Rail Heritage Museum in 
Colfax.

The Chamber of Commerce asked 
the city for $7,000.00 to fund the 
annual WinterFest event coming 
up on Saturday, December 14 in 
downtown Colfax. The council 
approved the request with another 
unanimous vote. With that Mayor 
Douglass closed the open meet-
ing and the council moved into a 
closed session at 7:14 p.m.
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Business Briefs 
with LindaLou Haines

Happy Holidays!

It is holiday gift shopping season. And, I usually 
hit you all with my annual lecture on the im-
portance of shopping in Colfax first and Placer 
county second. By now you already know the 
reasons to shop locally (keeping tax dollars 
invested where you live, keeping and building 
a vibrant business district in our hometown and 
preserving local jobs). 

A Colfax gift shop that is a local star is Calico 
Palace, which is in the Mane Tamer Salon where 
Railroad and E. Oak streets meet. Beth Miller’s 
selection runs the gamut from exotic to practical 
to locally crafted. It is a small shop but it is worth 
a visit with your cash or credit card handy. Call 
first before a visit, 530-346-2041.

By the way, did you know that Beth is retiring at 
the end of this month? She is hoping to sell her 
business. Interested? Call her. 

The Wrecking Crew Cafe at 30 N Main is going 
strong. It is open Monday through Saturday, from 
7 to 3. 

The Snapdragon Organic Cafe & Shop at 38 
N Main is also going strong. It is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 7 to 3. 

You know the drill: At this point I remind you that 
my email is ready to receive your Colfax business 
news. That means within the city of Colfax limits, 
since it is our city that publishes this newsletter. 

So, let me hear from you with your business 
news or a suggestion for a business that I have 
not written about yet. 
LindaLouHaines14@gmail.com. 

Thanks for reading this column and letting me 
know what you think. Happy New Year!
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The 2024 Colfax Trunk or Treat was a scary suc-
cess. The Colfax Chamber of Commerce teamed 
with The Green Machine to close off most of the 
Main Street downtown to make room for ghouls, 
ghosts and skeletons.

While the trunks were the main attraction, thre 
was lots to see in kids as well as parents who 
suited up to make for fun and scary viewing.   

At top – L-R are Pam Rex-Small, Letania Chap-
man, Vicki Chapman, Theresa Robertson, Tina 
Tran, Kay Pena, Dale Shuttleworth.

Above – VFW Auxiliary L-R Suzanne Candler, 
Nancy Oberhelman Suzanne Roberts, Sharon 
Connors, Carole Park.

Trunk or Treat, 2024

Photos and Story by
Alan Shuttleworth

Above –Main Street 
crowd

At right – Friendly skel-
eton, Mitchell Dawson

Below – Witch Drill Team
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Chamber of Commerce
Notes and Events

8                                                                                                 Colfax Connections, December 2024 

www.ColfaxChamber.com
99 Railroad St. (Physical), 

PO Box 86 (Mailing), 
Colfax, Ca 95713
(530) 346-8888

December: A month of 
lights, snow, coziness, 
and feasts; time to make 
amends and tie up loose 
ends; finish what you 
started and make your 
wishes come true. — 
Unknown.
 
November has come and 
gone, and winter is here 
in full force.  It’s easy 
to get swept up in the 
hustle and bustle of the Christmas season and the 
pressure of office parties, school events and fam-
ily functions. Let’s remember to take the time to 
slow down, be kind in the checkout line and be 
present for each other. 

This month I have the pleasure of introducing 
you to our member FRDM Print Company. 
 
FRDM Print Company is owned by Chad and 
Kimm Ingersoll who have been screen printing 
for more than 15 years. They moved their opera-
tion from their spare bedroom to a store front in 
Grass Valley in 2022. They are a small family run 

business, with a big heart, and they pride them-
selves on getting things done in a fast efficient 
matter.  They pay close attention to detail, excel-
lent quality, and exceptional customer service. 
They are a motocross racing family, who enjoy 
the freedoms of life. 

Their services include personalized screen print-
ing on shirts, hats, bags, stickers and more. They 
help to create your perfect design and provide 
excellent quality for a great price. 

If you’re looking for personalized gifts this Christ-
mas or for a birthday, don’t hesitate to reach out 
to Chad and Kimm Ingersoll. 
 
To speak with Chad or Kimm please visit them on 
Facebook @ FRDM Print Co., IG: @frdm_print_
co, by telephone at (530) 446-2948.  Their shop 
is located at 13465 Colfax Hwy, Grass Valley, CA 
95945.

As always, thank you from all of us at The Colfax 
Area Chamber of Commerce!

Amanda Palmquist, CACC President
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Colfax Assembly of 
God Community
Fellowship
252 Culver St., Colfax, 
CA 95713
Email: colfaxaog@
gmail.com
Website: http://www.colfaxagca.org/

Colfax Baptist Church
24850 Ben Taylor Rd., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8110
Email: pastorgaryhoward@yahoo.com
Website: http://colfaxbaptist.com/

Colfax United Methodist Church
59 W. Church St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2267
Website: https://www.colfaxumc.org/

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses
944 Canyon Way, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2525
Website: https://www.jw.org/en/

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church
589 E. Oak St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2286
Website: https://www.scd.org/parish/
st-dominic-parish-colfax

Seventh Day Adventist
454 Scholtz Ave., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8844
Website: https://www.colfaxsdachurch.com

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
1875 S. Auburn St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7702
Website: https://www.lds.org/

Social Organizations

American Legion Post 192
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-305-7526
Website: http://norwellpost192.org

Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce
99 S. Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8888
Website: http://colfaxchamber.com

Colfax Area Historical Society
Archives: PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713
Museum 99 Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8599
Website: https://colfaxhistory.org

Colfax Garden Club
PO Box 1801, Colfax, CA 95713
530-269-9467
Website: http://californiagardenclubs.com/
content/colfax-garden-club

Colfax Lions Club
PO Box 664, Colfax, CA 95713
530-477-2533
Website: https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/
colfaxca

Sierra Vista Artists
55 School St., Rm. C-4, Colfax, CA 95713
530-320-0433

Sierra Vista Community Center 
55 School St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8726   Website: 
https://sierravistacolfax.wordpress.com

Soroptimist International of Colfax
PO Box 475, Colfax, CA 95713
530-637-4878

VFW Post 2003
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7768
https://www.colfaxveterans.org/vfw.html

Colfax VFW Auxillary 2003
22 Sunset Dr, Colfax, CA 95713
530-305-6936
VFW Auxiliary 2003@gmail.com
Website: https://www.auxiliary.org

Churches
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