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Undated photo of Colfax, North Main Street. This is just one of 
the pictures of the historic buildings listed in the Colfax Historic 
Resource Inventory. (see page 10)

Council Struggles With Outdoor Dining Design
By wstockwin2024@gmail.com

The March 26 council meet-
ing had barely gotten started 
when council member Trinity 
Burruss voiced her displeasure 
that an item she had previously 
requested be put on the night’s 
agenda was missing. 

The item, a city donation of 
$1,000 to Colfax High School 
in recognition of the girls’ 
basketball team’s five-year win-
ning record, was placed on the 
agenda as an urgent item at the 
meeting’s end and passed with 
a 4-0 vote. Council member 
Kim Douglass was absent from 
the meeting.

There were three pieces of of-
ficial council business on the 
agenda, starting with another 
discussion regarding three dif-
ferent cost estimates from City 
Engineer Carl Moore for up-
grading the outdoor dining area 
on North Main St. 

The first included a concrete 
pad that would raise the dining 
area to the level of the exist-

ing curb, cost $112,109.80. 
The second estimate would 
use decomposed granite to 
raise the area to curb level for 
$71,137.89, and the third esti-
mate would utilize new fencing, 
tables and a handicap ramp for 
$10,442.00.

City manager Ron Walker sug-
gested making the improve-
ments in separate phases, and 
the city engineer suggested 
consulting with a landscape ar-
chitech for a different perspec-
tive. After a lengthy discussion 

and  public comment, including 
comments that the current din-
ing corral “eyesore” should be 
taken down, it was decided to 
keep working on the problem 
while moving the existing ar-
rangement a little farther north, 
and giving the city the job of 
keeping it clean.

Two final pieces of official busi-
ness each passed on 4-0 votes. 
The first was approving a peti-
tion to rename the area known 
as the Colfax Ballpark to the 

Concept drawing of proposed replacement for the outdoor dining area on North Main Street.

              continued on page 3
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Colfax Girls Basketball … Another Stellar Season
The Lady Falcons did it once again. In Pioneer 
Valley League play, they blew out their Division 
III competitors by huge margins and coasted to 
another league championship. 
 
Using a “competitive equity” philosophy, the      
California Interscholastic Federation (CIF), moves 
schools into divisions of higher school enroll-
ment to prevent “power schools” from continu-
ing lobsided winning records.
  
Because of their huge wins, the Lady Falcons 
were moved to Division II to compete with much 
larger schools in the Sac-Joaquin Section.  

Despite the move to Division II, the Falcons con-
tinued their dominance. The Section Final was 
against Ponderosa (Shingle Springs/El Dorado 
County) and Colfax won by a score of 73-52.  
Because of their performance at league and sec-
tion levels, Colfax earned a #3 seeding in the 
Division II Nor Cal Regional playoffs.  An overall 
win, at this level, moves a team to the state final, 
always a goal for the Lady Falcons.
     
Their first Nor Cal game was at home against 
Clovis East High School from Fresno.  Clovis has 
a student population of 2900 while Colfax’s en-
rollment is 650!  A decisive 64-37 win put Colfax 
in the quarterfinals game against Salesian Col-
lege Preparatory High School from Richmond. 
A scrappy game ended in front of another home 
crowd with a 53-51 loss to Salesian. 

The Colfax Girls put together a string of 19 
straight victories this season, played their way 
into the playoffs again, and can be proud of their 
latest season on the hardwood.

Story and Photos by
Alan Shuttleworth

Top – Kaia Dieterichs bringing the ball down 
court against a Salesian defender

Above – Juliette James going for a layup in the 
NorCal quarterfinals vs Salesian. 

At left – Freshman Belle Chu earned a varsity 
position because of her superior ball handling 
and 3-point shooting accuracy.
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Colfax Connections is a monthly city publication 
edited by Will Stockwin, who can be contacted via 
e-mail at wstockwin2024@gmail.com. All submis-
sions are welcome, the earlier the better. 

Submissions deadline is the 
20th of the previous month.

    

Hard Copies of Colfax Connections can be found at 
City Hall, the Colfax Library, Colfax Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Colfax Heritage Museum and Snapdragon                            

Digital copies can also be found on the Chamber’s Web-
site at (www.ColfaxChamber.com) and on the City’s 
Website at (www.colfax-ca.gov).
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“Colfax Area Living Veterans War 
Memorial Park.”  The last official 
business item concerned amending 
the contract with Wood Rogers, the 
firm preparing two  Planning Grant 
applications for the Shady Glen 
Sewer Consolidation Project, by 
$10,000 to complete the applica-
tion process.

Earlier in the meeting City plan-
ner Kathy Pease gave a 10-minute 
presentation on the city’s Historic 
Resource Inventory that was man-
dated by the 2040 General Plan. 
The Inventory is a list of unprotect-
ed historic buildings mostly in the 
downtown area that merit conser-
vation. She said the Inventory listed 
32 structures, two of which – the 
Freight Depot, and the Passenger 
Depot – were both listed on the 
Federal National Register and the 
California Historic Resources List.

Pease said the Inventory was lim-
ited in scope and that additional 
surveys would be required for the 
remainder of the city. Even so, the 
Inventory contains a lot of interest-
ing information, such as this regard-
ing the Colfax Library: 

“The Colfax Library is believed 
to have been started by a group 
of volunteer women in 1938. The 
first-known library was housed in a 
small building next to the home of 
Mrs. Viscia located on Grass Valley 
Street.

“In 1943, the library was moved to 
the old bakery building at the north 
end of Main Street. The library 
moved again in 1946 to a small 
building next door to Kaufmann’s 
Gas Station and Garage. The library 
remained there until 1951 when it 
moved next door into the former 

                     continued on page 10
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Best of the Best in Colfax

Some months ago we all had the opportunity to 
vote for the best of the best of Colfax businesses. 
These could be our favorites, a business owner or 
manager who did something special for you as a 
customer, a dealer who made a special product 
delivery just for your deadline and many more 
positive reasons to honor a business in Colfax.

When voting was complete, the Auburn Journal 
published the results in the Best of the Best in 
Colfax, 2024. The following list is not all inclu-
sive of all the Colfax best of the best. It is meant 
to whet your appetite whether you are new to 
Colfax or are a long-termer who buzzes through 
town to work or school each weekday and other 
times without ever stopping.

Here we go, where in Colfax can I:

Buy plants to plant in my garden? Hills Flat Hard-
ware & Nursery.

Buy vegan lunch items & meet up with friends? 
Snapdragon Provisions cafe.

Have my nails done? Digits by Angelina (Luchin).

Go to church? Colfax Baptist Church.

Get Mexican food? Madi’s MexiCali Stop.

Get my auto repaired, smogged, & oil & lube 
done? Colfax Smog & Auto Repair.

Get a massage? Massage Central by Sherri Rubi-
doux.

Buy a pizza? Pizza Factory.

Get a drink in downtown Colfax? Main Street 
Pizza.

Hire a realtor? Amy Sibley.

Buy tires? Big Brand Tire & Service.

Buy breakfast? Wrecking Crew Bakery & Cafe.

Find a Dentist? Colfax Dental.

Find a local Doctor? Dr. Kurtis H. Fox.

Take Yoga classes? Paloma Yoga.

Find a full service Grocery Store? Mar-Val’s Sierra 
Market.

Take my pet to a Veterinarian? Sierra Animal 
Wellness Center 

A quick note about Sierra Animal Wellness: The 
clinic just moved from next door to Dine ‘N 
Dash on So. Canyon Way to just off No. Canyon 
Way at 333 Canyon Court in the DC Solar build-
ing next to Colfax Smog. Big plans in the new, 
expanded space are in the works, so stay tuned 
for all the details and pictures here in May.

In the meantime, if you have Colfax business 
news, email me, lindalouhaines14@gmail.com.
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Colfax artist, Juan Pena (right) is congratulated 
on his award by J. Randall Smith, spokesperson 
for the contest judges.  

“Celebrating Auburn” was the theme for the 
City’s first juried art show.  A number of Art 
pieces were on display at the City Hall Art Gal-
lery through March 31.  Sculptures and paintings 
were highlighted with brand new gallery-style 
lighting.

Winner of the show’s First Place Award went to 
Colfax Painter, Juan Pena.  His work is entitled, 
“Oaks and Thistles Over the American River 
Canyon.”  

An internationally published artist, Pena’s work 
can be found in numerous personal and corpo-
rate collections.  His studio is at the Sierra Vista 
Community Center in Colfax, where he also of-
fers periodic painting workshops.  

Pena states, “This painting was done on location 
as a demonstration piece for my students.  It is a 
view of the American River Canyon from Mc-
Guire’s Sports Bar on Lincoln Way” in Auburn.

Story and Photo by Alan Shuttleworth

Pena Takes First Place In First Annual Auburn Art Show
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www.ColfaxChamber.com
99 Railroad St. (Physical), 

PO Box 86 (Mailing), 
Colfax, Ca 95713
(530) 346-8888

“There is no glory in star 
or blossom ‘till looked 
upon by a loving eye. 
There is no fragrance 
in April breezes ‘till 
breathed with joy as they 
wander by.”  William 
Cullen Bryant
 
There is something magi-
cal about the beginning 
of spring that gives us 
hope and offers small 
windows into the summer to come. There’s some-
thing to be said of sharing those special moments 
around us with our loved ones and this month’s 
member highlight is no exception!
 
This month we will be highlighting our member, 
Coco’s Candy and Creamery.
 
Bob and Debbe Peterson started Lazy Dog Con-
fections back in the 1990’s. Debbe sold ice 
cream from her cart in the Brunswick Basin and, 
as they say, the rest is history. From their corner 
cart they slowly expanded adding carts, trail-
ers and stores. Lazy Dog Confections became a 
staple in Nevada and Placer County at weddings, 
concerts, the County Fair and many other events. 
 
Enter current owners, Barbara MacDonald and 
David Mendoza, who had always admired Lazy 
Dog Confections as customers and eventually 
as friends of Bob and Debbe. As the Petersons 
started to plan their retirement strategy Barbara 
and David saw an opportunity to take over their 
mobile cart business and open their own store 
where it had all started! They spent countless 
hours working with Bob and Debbe learning the 
ins and outs of Lazy Dog Confections. Barbara 
and David took over operations in 2022.
 
While Lazy Dog Confections has been an iconic 
name, they decided to rebrand. In keeping with 
the canine connection, they changed the name 
to “CoCo’s”. CoCo is an amazing yellow labrador 
that David rescued in 1994, and she enjoys living 
between David and Barbara’s households, having 
the best of both worlds. 
 

For more information about the delectable offer-
ings at Coco’s, to book a party or book a cart for 
your next event, please contact Coco’s through 
their website at www.cocoscandyandcreamery.
com by email at cocoscandyandcreamery@
gmail.com or by telephone at 530-446-6203. 

Coco’s ice cream can also be found at the weekly 
farmers’ market on South Main St., Wednesdays, 
4–7 p.m. during the summer.
 
Coffee and Conversations is held on the first 
Thursday of every month from 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 
a.m. at 99 Railroad Street and we would love to 
see all of you there. We have a variety of speak-
ers lined up this year speaking on subjects such 
as tax preparation, community events, marketing 
and more.
 
As always, thank you from all of us at the Colfax 
Area Chamber of Commerce.
 
Amanda Palmquist, CACC President
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telephone company building. 
The library stayed in this build-
ing for 20 years, and then in 
1971 it moved to the Justice 
Building on the comer of Culver 
Street. Finally, in 1976, the li-
brary made its final move to the 
old Colfax Post Office building 
(opened in 1855) at the corner 
of Church and Main streets.”

The council accepted and ad-
opted the Inventory with a 4-0 
vote.

March 12 council meeting
Former interim city manager 
Mike Luken led off the March 
12 city council meeting with 
a brief presentation on imple-
menting the Home Hardening 
and Defensible Space program 
that he said will be funded by 
a Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) hazard 
mitigation grant. All members 
of the council were present.

Luken said the program is 
targeting 137 local residences 
for defensible space and retrofit 
measures to increase protec-
tion from wildfires. Sixty-three 
additional residences have been 
identified for defensible space 
improvements.

Homeowners participating in 
the program will also be re-
quired to contribute 10% of the 
cost for the project, with the re-
maining 90% to be paid by the 
FEMA grant. The council autho-
rized the city manager to enter 
a $2,039,215.00 agreement 
with 4 Leaf Inc. to manage the 
three-phase program. Home 
owners will also be required to 
maintain the defensible space 
for 10 years once the program 
is completed. 

Luken was unsure of when the 
program would start, but said it 
would likely be next year.

When Luken was finished the 
consent calendar passed on a 
5-0 unanimous vote, including 
the second reading of the Side-
walk Repair, Maintenance and 
Liability Ordinance that will 
now take effect on April 11. 

There was second presentation 
by the Sacramento Area Coun-
cil of Governments (SACOG) on 
the organization’s 2025 Blue-
print, a 20-year regional trans-
portation and land use planning 
tool that is updated every four 
years. The presenter, SACOG’s 
Clint Holtzen, said that Placer 
County was the fastest growing 
area in California. He said the 
agency polled 6,000 residents 
across the region and discov-
ered that housing affordability 
was the region’s #1 concern, 
followed by crime and safety, 
natural disasters, and lack of 
transportation options.

Holtzen said that SACOG will 
use the 2025 Blueprint update, 
expected to be approved by this 
November, to attract greater in-
vestment to the region through 

grants, private investment, and 
economic growth.

There were six items of official 
council business, including: 
a mid-year operating budget 
review that passed unanimous-
ly, no action was taken on an 
economic development support 
budget review, a request by the 
Sierra Vista Center Community 
Garden for a $500 Farm-to-
Table dinner event that passed 
unanimously, and picking Grey-
son Sharpe as the winner of the 
second annual digital billboard 
photography contest. 

The meeting closed following 
a discussion of improvements 
to the outdoor dining area 
on North Main St., where the 
council authorized spending 
$15,000 for new fencing and 
tables. An Ad Hoc committee 
consisting of Mayor Lomen and 
Trinity Burruss was formed to 
continue discussions with staff 
regarding the outdoor dining 
area.

The Colfax City Library at W. Church St. and South Main St.

April City Council
meetings will be on the

9th and 23rd

Continued from page 3
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Colfax Assembly of 
God Community
Fellowship
252 Culver St., Colfax, 
CA 95713
Email: colfaxaog@
gmail.com
Website: http://www.colfaxagca.org/

Colfax Baptist Church
24850 Ben Taylor Rd., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8110
Email: pastorgaryhoward@yahoo.com
Website: http://colfaxbaptist.com/

Colfax United Methodist Church
59 W. Church St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2267
Website: https://www.colfaxumc.org/

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witnesses
944 Canyon Way, Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2525
Website: https://www.jw.org/en/

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church
589 E. Oak St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-2286
Website: https://www.scd.org/parish/
st-dominic-parish-colfax

Seventh Day Adventist
454 Scholtz Ave., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8844
Website: https://www.colfaxsdachurch.com

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
1875 S. Auburn St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7702
Website: https://www.lds.org/

Social Organizations

American Legion Post 192
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-305-7526
Website: http://norwellpost192.org

Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce
99 S. Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8888
Website: http://colfaxchamber.com

Colfax Area Historical Society
Archives: PO Box 185, Colfax, CA 95713
Museum 99 Railroad St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8599
Website: https://colfaxhistory.org

Colfax Garden Club
PO Box 1801, Colfax, CA 95713
530-269-9467
Website: http://californiagardenclubs.com/
content/colfax-garden-club

Colfax Lions Club
PO Box 664, Colfax, CA 95713
530-477-2533
Website: https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/
colfaxca

Sierra Vista Artists
55 School St., Rm. C-4, Colfax, CA 95713
530-320-0433

Sierra Vista Community Center 
55 School St., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-8726   Website: 
https://sierravistacolfax.wordpress.com

Soroptimist International of Colfax
PO Box 475, Colfax, CA 95713
530-637-4878

VFW Post 2003
22 Sunset Dr., Colfax, CA 95713
530-346-7768
https://www.colfaxveterans.org/vfw.html

Colfax VFW Auxillary 2003
22 Sunset Dr, Colfax, CA 95713
530-305-6936
VFW Auxiliary 2003@gmail.com
Website: https://www.auxiliary.org

Churches
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