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9 COUNCIL BUSINESS 

9A  Mid-Year Budget Report ɀ Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

 Staff Presentation: Laurie Van Groningen, Finance Director 

Recommendation: Review and accept the Mid-Year Budget Report Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 
 

MOTION made by Councilmember Fatula, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Lomen and approved by the 

following voice vote: 

 AYES:  Mendoza, Lomen, Douglass, Fatula 

 NOES: 

 ABSTAIN: 

 ABSENT: Burruss 
 

9B Cap to Cap Council Representative 

 Staff Presentation: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Recommendation: Discuss and consider authorizing Mayor Mendoza’s Cap to Cap event cost in 

amount not to exceed $3995. 
  

MOTION made by Councilmember Fatula and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Lomen and approved by 

the following voice vote: 

AYES:  Mendoza, Lomen, Douglass, Fatula 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:  Burruss 
 

10 GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

11 ADJOURNMENT 
 

As there was no further business on the agenda, Mayor Mendoza adjourned the meeting, without 

objection at 7:54PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted to City Council this 11th day of March, 2020. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Jaclyn Collier, City Clerk 





Councilmember Fatula requested Mr. Tankard bring up PowerPoint slide 4 and inquired about 
dumping hydroponic waste into the sewer system. 
 

Mr. Tankard confirmed the state regulations do not allow dumping directly into drain. 
 

Discussion between Council Members Fatula and Burruss, Mayor Pro Tem Lomen, Jim Dion, Nick 
Dion, Wendy Dion regarding waste being treated prior to being dumped, examples of when waste 
would be produced, different ways to get rid of the waste, and what the business owners would do 
in the situation of waste needing to be discarded. 
 

City Attorney Cabral mentioned having the ability to condition the permit for that circumstance. 
 

Discussion between Mayor Pro Tem Lomen and Councilmember Fatula about on-site treatment 
requirements and whether or not it is an option, the type of pre-treatment and similarities between 
the hydroponic waste and the waste produced by the wastewater treatment plant.  
 

Councilmember Fatula requested Mr. Tankard show PowerPoint slide 6, and inquired about venting 
gas types. 
 

Mr. Eagan and Councilmember Burruss talked about that language being in the fire code and 
provided additional information. 
 

Discussion between Mayor Pro Tem Lomen and Council Members Burruss and Fatula about gas 
blow off, elimination during product processing, and requirements for non-volatile. 
 

Discussion between City Manager Heathcock, Mayor Pro Tem Lomen, and Councilmember Burruss 
about regulations on industrial. 
 

City Manager Heathcock provided examples of issues regulating specific businesses and how 
businesses are affecting the system. 
 

City Attorney Cabral mentioned putting verbiage in a sewer permit. 
 

Ms. Dion inquired about having a company come pick up waste. 
 
Councilmember Burruss and City Manager Heathcock talked about adding language to off all or 
pretreat the waste. 
 

Councilmember Fatula requested Mr. Tankard show PowerPoint slide 7 and inquired about 
verbiage about being separated by a wall, he asked for a definition of a wall. 
 

Discussion had between Mr. Eagan, Council Members Fatula, and Burruss, City Manager Heathcock, 
and City Attorney Cabral about types or definitions of a wall, requested to have verbiage about a 
City approved wall or subject to City approval. 
 

Councilmember Fatula inquired about zoning and what it means. He provided an example of his 
own business holding youth classes and whether or not that would create an issue with the distance 
from the business. 
Councilmember Burruss stated everyone should be held to the same standards. Talked about the 
local requirements being too restrictive and requested to go by the state requirements. 
 

City Manager Heathcock requested clarification/confirmation. 
 

Councilmember Burruss talked about how the state verbiage covers daycares, youth centers, and 
not government buildings and how it wouldn’t be an issue to be close to a government building. 
 

Item 6B







City of Colfax Sewer Collection System and Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Improvement Planning Grant ï Nor-Cal Pipelines Services 

CCTV Contract 

March 11, 2020 Staff Report 

Staff Report to City Council 

FOR THE MARCH 11, 2020 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

From: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Prepared by: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Subject: Sewer Collection System and Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement 

Planning Grant ï Nor-Cal Pipelines Services CCTV Contract 
  Budget Impact Overview: 

N/A:   Funded:  ã Un-funded: Amount: $42,400 Fund(s):  561  

(Reimbursed by Grant) 

Summary/Background 

City Council authorized and the City subsequently received a $500,000 planning grant for the ñSewer Collection 

System and Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvementsò project from the State Water Resource Control Board 

(Water Board).  Staff initially allocated $30,000 of the grant for inspection of various sewer mains and manholes 

to support studies and design of a sewer collection system rehabilitation project.  The rehabilitation project is one 

of three projects that are part of the planning grant.  The other two projects include a solar system installation and 

an algae control system to be installed at the wastewater treatment plant. 

On January 7th staff advertised for proposals to clean and inspect approximately 6,500 feet of sewer mains and 21 

manholes.  The engineerôs cost estimate for the work was $36,700.  A single attached proposal was received from 

Nor-Cal Pipeline Services (Nor-Cal) totaling $38,545.  The City has contracted with Nor-Cal in the past and they 

have provided quality service.  Nor-Calôs proposal was responsive and they are a responsible contractor qualified 

to do the work. 

The work requires the contractor access sewer manholes, clean sewer mains selected by City staff and video 

inspect them during or after cleaning.  It also requires the contractor to inspect various manholes around the City, 

also selected by staff. 

Along with award of a contract to Nor-Cal, staff recommends that Council authorize expenditures up to $42,400, 

which includes a 10% contingency.   

Fiscal Impacts 

The contract will be funded through Fund 561 and reimbursed from the Regional Board Planning Grant. 

Attachments: 

1. Resolution __-2020

2. Agreement

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Authorize the City Manager to enter into a closed-circuit TV inspection 

contract with Nor-Cal Pipeline in the amount of $38,545; and, authorize 10% contingency expenditure up to 

$42,400. 















Section 13.  Independent Contractor. 

Contractor shall in all respects be an independent contractor and not an agent or employee of City.  

Contractor has and shall retain the right to exercise full control and supervision of the means and 

methods of performing the Services.  Contractor shall receive no premium or enhanced pay for 

Services normally understood as overtime; nor shall Contractor receive holiday pay, sick leave, 

administrative leave or pay for any other time not actually expended in the performance of the 

Services.  It is intended by the parties that Contractor shall not be eligible for benefits and shall receive 

no compensation from the City, except as expressly set forth in this Agreement.  Contractor shall 

submit completed W-9 and Report of Independent Contractor forms upon execution of this 

Agreement and prior to the payment of any compensation hereunder. 

Section 14.  Ownership of Documents. 

Within thirty (30) days after the Contractor substantially completes performance of the Services, 

or within thirty (30) days after the termination of this Agreement, the Contractor shall deliver to 

the City all files, records, materials and documents drafted or prepared by Contractor's in the 

performance of the Services.  It is expressly understood and agreed that all such files, records, 

materials and documents are the property of the City and not the property of the Contractor. All 

finished and unfinished reports, plans, studies, documents and other writings prepared by and for 

Contractor, its officers, employees and agents in the course of performing the Services shall become 

the sole property of the City upon payment to Contractor for the Services, and the City shall have the 

exclusive right to use such materials in its sole discretion without further compensation to Contractor 

or to any other party.  Contractor shall, at Contractorôs expense, provide such reports, plans, studies, 

documents and writings to City or any party the City may designate, upon written request.  Contractor 

may keep file copies of all documents prepared for City.  Use of any such documents by the City for 

projects that are not the subject of this Agreement or for purposes beyond the scope of the Services 

shall be at the Cityôs sole risk without legal liability or expense to Contractor. 

Section 15.  Changes and/or Extra Work. 

Only the City Council may authorize extra and/or changed Services, modification of the time of 

completion of the Services, or additional compensation for the tasks to be performed by Contractor. 

Contractor expressly recognizes that other City personnel are without authorization to order extra 

and/or changed Services or to obligate the City to the payment of additional compensation.  The 

failure of Contractor to secure the prior written authorization for such extra and/or changed Services 

shall constitute a waiver of any and all right to adjustment in the contract price due to such 

unauthorized Services, and Contractor thereafter shall not be entitled to any compensation whatsoever 

for the performance of such extra or changed Services.  In the event Contractor and City agree that 

extra and/or changed Services are required, or that additional compensation shall be awarded to 

Contractor for performance of the Services under this Agreement, a supplemental agreement 

providing for such compensation shall be prepared and shall be executed by the Contractor and the 

necessary City officials before the extra and/or changed Services are provided. 

Section 16.  Compliance with Federal, State and Local Laws. 















__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City of Colfax 1 

Resolution __2020 General Plan and Housing Element Update - PlaceWorks 
Consulting Group Contract 

 

City of Colfax 
City Council 

 

Resolution ̄  __-2020 
 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH PLACEWORKS 

CONSULTING GROUP FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE GENERAL PLAN AND THE HOUSING 

ELEMENT UPDATE IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $207,837  

 

WHEREAS, the Cityôs current General Plan was adopted in 1998 and is in need of a technical review and 

update; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is required by state law to update its housing element by August 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has received a proposal from the PlaceWorks consulting firm to prepare the General Plan 

update, the Housing Element update and the associated environmental documentation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the PlaceWorks consulting firm is uniquely qualified to complete the work as proposed given 

their expertise in General Plans, Housing Elements and environmental work; 

 

WHEREAS, the City received a grant from the State of California Housing and Community Development in 

the amount of $160,000 to substantially fund the General Plan Update; and 

  

WHEREAS, staff is also looking at other non-competitive grant opportunities to receive an additional $65,000 

in funding. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Colfax authorizes the City Manager 

to enter into an agreement with the PlaceWorks Consulting Group for the preparation of the General Plan and 

the Housing Element update in an amount not to exceed $207,087. 

 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED at the Regular Meeting 

of the City Council of the City of Colfax held on the 11th of March, 2020 by the following vote of the Council: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

________________________________________ 

     Marnie Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________________ 

     Jaclyn Collier, City Clerk 

 







A. Workers’ Compensation Coverage.  Statutory Workers’ Compensation insurance and 

Employer’s Liability Insurance to cover its employees.  In the alternative, Contractor may rely 

on a self-insurance program to meet its legal requirements as long as the program of self-

insurance complies fully with the provisions of the California Labor Code. Contractor shall also 

require all subcontractors, if such are authorized by the City, to similarly provide Workers’ 

Compensation insurance as required by the Labor Code of the State of California for all of the 

subcontractor’s employees.  All Workers’ Compensation policies shall be endorsed with the 

provision that the insurance shall not be suspended, voided, or cancelled until thirty (30) days 

prior written notice has been provided to City by the insurer.  The Workers’ Compensation 

insurance shall also contain a provision whereby the insurance company agrees to waive all 

rights of subrogation against the City and its elected or appointed officials, officers, agents, and 

employees for losses paid under the terms of such policy which arise from the Services 

performed by the insured for the City. 

 

B. General Liability Coverage.  General liability insurance, including personal injury and property 

damage insurance for all activities of the Contractor and its subcontractors, if such are 

authorized by the City, arising out of or in connection with the Services.  The insurance shall be 

written on a comprehensive general liability form and include a broad form comprehensive 

general liability endorsement.  In the alternative, the City will accept, in satisfaction of these 

requirements, commercial general liability coverage which is equivalent to the comprehensive 

general liability form and a broad form comprehensive general liability endorsement.  The 

insurance shall be in an amount of not less than $1 million combined single limit personal injury 

and property damage for each occurrence.  The insurance shall be occurrence based insurance.  

General liability coverage written on a claims made basis shall not be acceptable absent prior 

written authorization from the City. 

 

C. Automobile Liability Coverage.  Automobile liability insurance covering bodily injury and 

property damage for all activities of the Contractor arising out of or in connection with this 

Agreement, including coverage for owned, hired and non-owned vehicles, in an amount of not 

less than $1 million combined single limit for each occurrence. 

 

D. Policy Endorsements.  Each general liability and automobile liability insurance policy shall be 

endorsed with the following provisions: 

 

 1. The City, and its elected or appointed officials, employees and agents shall be named as 

insureds or additional insureds with regard to damages and defenses of claims arising from 

activities performed by or on behalf of the Contractor.  

 

 2. The insurance afforded by each policy shall apply separately to each insured who is 

seeking coverage or against whom a claim is made or a suit is brought, except with respect 

to the insurer’s limits of liability. 

 

 3. The insurance shall be primary insurance as respects the City and its elected or appointed 

officers, officials, employees and agents. Any other insurance maintained by the City or 

its elected or appointed officers, officials, employees, agents or volunteers shall be in 

excess of this insurance and shall not contribute with it. 





















COLFAX GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WORK SCOPE   ÂÂÂ   3 
CITY OF COLFAX 

1.5 Administration and Communication 

PlaceWorks will provide ongoing project management, including regular progress reports to staff, regular check-in 
calls with staff, and budget and schedule reviews as needed to ensure that the project remains on schedule and within 
budget. 

City Participation:  This scope of work includes tasks that the City can facilitate that will both reduce costs and 
improve efficiency of the process. In addition to the review of materials, for Phase 1, the following 
assistance is assumed as part of our scope: 

A. City will provide an editable electronic copy of the General Plan and mapping layers. 
B. City will provide the venue for the public meetings. 
C. City will post and/or publish the notice of the informational workshop. (notice drafted by 

PlaceWorks) 

Deliverables: A. Preliminary recommendations on policy areas in need of update 
B. Public notice for informational workshop 
C. Agenda, staff report, and PowerPoint for informational workshop 

Timing: Phase 1 will be completed within 100 days of authorization to proceed. The informational public 
meeting will occur during the first 90 days. 

Task 2. General Plan Update 

Based on the results of our review of the existing General Plan, discussions with staff, and input from the public, the 
PlaceWorks team will begin drafting text needed to comply with the current State requirements. 

2.1. Administrative Draft General Plan  

Colfax’s General Plan was prepared in 1998, new State laws continue to change how comprehensive plans are 
designed. As of 2019, SB 1000 requires that environmental justice goals, policies, and programs be woven into general 
plan updates. This includes topics such as safe and sanitary housing, public facilities and services, active living, access 
to food, and reduction in pollution exposure. Natural disasters, be it flooding or wildfire, that have affected the state 
are also changing the way communities incorporate measures to improve their resiliency. SB 379 now requires that 
climate change and resiliency be included within general plans. To address these and other related topics within the 
General Plan, we propose undertaking an “in-all-policies” approach to weaving the topics of sustainability, health, 
climate change and resiliency, and environmental justice into Colfax’s General Plan Update. Our intent is to include 
these topics into one or more of the relevant elements (e.g., land use, circulation, and public safety) rather than create 
stand-alone policies. A summary table of policies linked to issues will be part of the implementation portion of the 
draft General Plan. 

This task will result in the preparation of the administrative draft text following each of the existing elements of the 
General Plan. While the State law changes affect some of the elements, PlaceWorks will review all General Plan 
policies to ensure consistency, and to provide a complete document for review of changes in context. The focus of 
our review will be compliance with State requirements and changes requested through the update process and 
approved by staff for inclusion. PlaceWorks will also review the City’s implementation tools to highlight any changes 
that might be needed as a result of the recommended Plan changes. The following provides an overview of our focus 
areas: 

  

Exhibit A

57













COLFAX GENERAL PLAN UPDATE WORK SCOPE   ÂÂÂ   9 
CITY OF COLFAX 

To the maximum extent possible we will use existing published data to complete the analysis in the EIR. Policies that 
also serve as mitigation measures will be identified with a graphic icon. The adoption documentation, findings and 
resolution, will summarize the policies for later use by the City in evaluating projects. All impacts identified in the 
General Plan EIR will be reviewed in the context of the proposed changes. One administrative draft will be provided 
for review. The final draft of the EIR will be used to support the CEQA determination during the hearing(s) for the 
proposed project.  

4.1. Notice of Preparation 

PlaceWorks will prepare a notice of preparation (NOP) and distribute the document to the State Clearinghouse and 
to a city-provided list of local and state agencies. The NOP comments will be listed in a table and provided as a 
technical appendix to the General Plan. During the requisite 30-day comment period for the NOP, PlaceWorks will 
conduct a scoping meeting at the City to explain the project, the intent of the environmental document, and to see if 
there are specific issues that should be addressed in the environmental analysis. 

4.2. Administrative Draft PEIR Chapter of General Plan 

Chapter 10 of the General Plan Update will include the summary information required by CEQA, references to 
technical studies, and a table showing where the environmental issues required by CEQA are addressed in the General 
Plan. The often lengthy EIR chapters, environmental and regulatory setting, will be included as technical appendices 
to the General Plan and referenced in the analysis. The executive summary chapter will serve as a transmittal 
memorandum for the environmental analysis helping to inform the reader of the design of the General Plan and aid 
in review. Once the public comment period is concluded, the executive summary chapter will serve as a mitigation 
summary for implementation of the General Plan. PlaceWorks will submit the document to the City for review and 
will meet with the City to discuss changes and edits. We assume on round of review 

4.3. Technical Studies 

To the maximum extent possible this work effort will use existing local and regional studies to evaluate the 
environmental impact of the general plan. As a primary goal of the General Plan Update is to refresh rather than re-
invent the policy document, we do not anticipate new significant environmental impacts. In support of the update 
PlaceWorks will prepare the following technical analysis: 

 Vehicle Miles Travelled Memorandum 

By July 2020, the City needs to transition from a Level of Service (LOS) to a Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) threshold of 
significance. Typically, this takes a major transportation analysis to adopt. For a small rural city there is little that can 
be done to reduce VMT to meet the state goals of 15 reduction as transit is not available at the level needed to make 
meaningful reductions in personal vehicle use. Fortunately, the State Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has 
provided guidance on projects most likely to be exempt from needing VMT analysis and this technical memorandum 
will rely on the OPR guidance as well as other regional studies to establish a threshold. Projects below the threshold 
will not be required to prepare a VMT analysis, while those above may need to conduct additional studies. While this 
will take the place of a traffic study for buildout of the General Plan, it does not necessarily preclude requiring project-
level traffic analysis as a matter of policy. This discussion will be referenced in Chapter 3 Circulation Element, of the 
General Plan update. 

Exhibit A











City of Colfax Construction Management and Inspection Services Budget 

Amendment for S. Auburn Street and I-80 Roundabout Project March 11, 2020 Staff Report 

Staff Report to City Council 

FOR THE MARCH 11, 2020 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

From: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Prepared by: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Subject: Construction Management and Inspection Services Budget Amendment for S. 

Auburn Street and I-80 Roundabout Project (Federal Aid Project CML-

5187(010)) 
  Budget Impact Overview: 

N/A:   Funded:  ã Un-funded: Amount: $55,788.78 Fund(s):  385 

Summary/Background 

In June of 2018, staff issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to construction management consultants to provide 

construction management and inspection services for the Roundabout Project.  The City received proposals 

from three construction management firms.  An evaluation committee consisting of City staff, PCTPA Staff, 

and City Engineering consultants reviewed the proposals submitted and determined that Psomas was the most 

qualified consultant to provide Construction Management and Inspection Services on the project. Council 

awarded the Psomas contract November 14, 2018 with Resolution 72-2018. 

The scope of services provided by Psomas for the project includes but is not limited to: 

¶ Preconstruction Services

o Constructability Review

o Preconstruction Meeting with the Contractor

o Preconstruction Documentation of the Existing Site Conditions

¶ Construction Phase Services

o Daily Site Inspection

o All Required Meetings

o Schedule and Cost Management

o Submittal Management

o Permit Compliance

o Material Testing

o Labor Compliance Monitoring

¶ Post Construction Phase Services

o Final Punch List

o Final Invoicing

o Record Drawing

o Complete Project Files

The original Psomas proposal amount was $344,309 for the aforementioned services above. Staff was 

successful in negotiating the cost down to $299,085 anticipating some reduced hours for the Roundabout 

Project. In reality, the project timeline was expedited incurring additional construction management costs due to 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discuss and consider adopting Resolution __-2020 approving the Psomas 

Construction Management and Inspection Services budget amendment in the amount of $55,788.78 for a total 

contract amount of $354,873.78. 



City of Colfax Construction Management and Inspection Services Budget 

Amendment for S. Auburn Street and I-80 Roundabout Project March 11, 2020 Staff Report 

  

additional overtime. Additionally, the project required increased construction management oversight due to the 

project issues including field design changes and Caltrans Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) Modified 

Phase II requirements.  

 

Psomas has done an excellent job in managing this project for the City.  Final construction costs (Granite 

Construction) are below contract by 3.5% for a project savings of $95,401.  In addition, Contingency/other costs 

are estimated to be 70.3% lower than budgeted for a savings of $105,209. 

 

Staff recommends a contract amendment to the Psomas contract of $55,788.78 for a total contract amount of 

$354,873.78.   This amendment will compensate Psomas for their additional costs incurred due to the expedited 

project timeline and additional oversight required due to project issues. 

 

The total estimated project costs are still significantly below the budgeted amount with the Psomas amendment 

as reflected in the chart below. 

 

 

  
 

Fiscal Impacts 

 

The Psomas contract amendment will increase the construction management budget to $354,873.78. The 

amended cost increase is within the overall project budget set by Resolution 16-2019.  

 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution __-2020 

2. Resolution 16-2019 

3. Resolution 72-2018 

4. Psomas Budget Amendment Worksheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Colfax Construction Management and Inspection Services Budget 

Amendment for S. Auburn Street and I-80 Roundabout 

Project 

Resolution __-2020 

 

City of Colfax 
City Council 

Resolution № __-2020 

  APPROVING THE PSOMAS CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AND 
INSPECTION SERVICES BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$55,788.78 FOR A TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $354,873.78 
 

WHEREAS, Council awarded Psomas the construction management and inspection contract for 

the Roundabout Project November 14, 2018 with Resolution 72-2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, the original Psomas proposal amount was $344,309 for construction management and 

inspection services. Staff was successful in negotiating the cost down to $299,085 anticipating some 

reduced hours for the Roundabout Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, Psomas has done an excellent job in managing the project for the City resulting in 

significant cost savings; and 

 

WHEREAS, staff recommends a contract amendment amount of $55,788.78 for a total contract 

amount of $354,873.78.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Colfax approves the 

Psomas Construction Management and Inspection Services budget in the amount of $55,788.78 for a total 

contract amount of $354,873.78. 
 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED at the 

Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Colfax held on the 11th of March 2020 by the following 

vote of the Council: 
 

AYES:   

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 
 

Marnie Mendoza, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 
 

Jaclyn Collier, City Clerk 
 

 

  

 











City of Colfax 1 

Staff Report March 11, 2020  Hazardous Vegetation Ordinance  

Staff Report to City Council 

FOR THE MARCH 11, 2020 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

From: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Prepared by: Wes Heathcock, City Manager and Alfred A. “Mick” Cabral, City Attorney 

Subject: Second Reading of Ordinance 541 Requiring Hazardous Vegetation Abatement 

and Establishment of Defensible Space 
  Budget Impact Overview: 

N/A:   ã Funded:  Un-funded: Amount:  Fund(s):  

Summary/Background 

During the February 26, 2020 Colfax City Council Regular Meeting, Ordinance No. 541 was introduced, the 

Public Hearing was conducted and closed. Council received no public comment during the Public Hearing. 

Notice was published in the Auburn Journal February 19, 2020 informing the public of the ordinance adoption 

consideration by Council. The ordinance requires hazardous vegetation abatement and establishment of 

defensible space. 

The City Council directed staff to research and prepare an ordinance focused on abatement of hazardous 

vegetation and creation of defensible space in order to reduce the risk and effect of local wildfires. The 

proposed ordinance is intended to implement Council’s direction. 

In June 2019, a draft defensible space ordinance was submitted for staff’s consideration by CalFIRE Battalion 

Chief Brian Eagan. The City Manager and City Attorney met with Chief Eagan at City Hall on August 9, 2019 

to discuss the draft ordinance and formulate a plan for revising the draft to suit Colfax’s needs and presenting it 

to Council for consideration. 

CalFIRE has jurisdiction over the “State Responsibility Area” (SRA), which generally includes the area of the 

State for which the State of California has financial responsibility for the prevention and suppression of 

wildfires. The City of Colfax is considered “Local Responsibility Area” (LRA). The State is not financially 

responsible for prevention and suppression of wildfires in Colfax, so CalFIRE’s authority to implement State 

regulations within City boundaries is limited. The proposed ordinance, if adopted, will impose hazardous 

vegetation and defensible space standards within City limits that are similar to the standards CalFIRE imposes 

in the SRA.  

Chief Egan and City staff collaborated on a proposed ordinance that was discussed at a properly noticed public 

workshop on January 15, 2020. That workshop was attended by the entire City Council, City Staff, Chief Egan 

and interested members of the public. Staff was directed to incorporate several changes into the draft ordinance 

before presenting it for Council consideration. Staff and Chief Egan again collaborated on the proposed 

changes. The result of these efforts is reflected in the proposed ordinance.  

The draft ordinance, if passed, will require all parcels of real property within City limits to establish defensible 

space of one-hundred feet around the main structure on each parcel by removing all hazardous vegetation and 

combustible materials. Parcel owners may be required to establish sufficient defensible around a structure on an 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: By motion, waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance 541 requiring 

hazardous vegetation abatement and establishment of defensible space. 











S. "Structure" shall mean and refer to any dwelling, house, building, or other type of 

combustible construction that occupies a space greater than 120 square feet and a height taller 

than seven feet (7ô) from finished grade, whether or not occupied, including but not limited to a 

wood or otherwise combustible fence attached to or near any other Structure. 

T. "Unimproved Parcel" shall mean and refer to  a  portion  of  land  of any size 

upon which no Structure is located, the area of which is determined  by the Placer County 

Assessor's maps and records and may be identified  by an Assessor's Parcel Number (APN)  .   

8.32.040 Nuisance Declared; Duty to Abate Hazardous Vegetation and Combustible 

Material. 

A. Hazardous Vegetation and Combustible Materials within one hundred feet (100') 

of a Structure, or such greater distance as the City Official may determine, or along roadways 

that serve as primary ingress and egress routes, are hereby declared to be a public nuisance that 

may be Abated in accordance with this Chapter, in accordance with the applicable provisions of 

Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 8.16 or by any other means allowed by law. 

B. It shall be the duty of every Owner, Responsible Party, occupant, and person in 

control of any Parcel or any interest therein which is located in the City to Abate therefrom, and 

from all sidewalks and roadways on or immediately adjacent thereto, except for those roads 

accepted as public roads by the City, all Combustible Material and Hazardous Vegetation which 

constitutes a Fire Hazard and public nuisance which may endanger or damage neighboring 

property or forestland, or which may otherwise endanger public health, safety and welfare within 

the City.  

C. The requirements of this section  shall  be satisfied  if the Parcel is cleared in 

accordance with the requirements of a Notice to Abate by cutting brush, trimming trees, thinning 

trees,  disking,  mowing,  plowing  or any  other method described in a Notice to Abate, or, if no 

Notice to Abate is issued, by removing all Hazardous Vegetation and Combustible Materials as 

follows. A Notice to Abate may include all of the following requirements and such other 

requirements as the City Official may impose in order to create Defensible Space or cause the 

removal of Combustible Materials or Hazardous Vegetation.  

1. Create and maintain a Defensible Space of one hundred feet (100 ') from 

each side and from the front and rear of the main Structure, but not beyond the property 

line except as provided by law. 

2. The amount of fuel modification necessary may take into account the 

flammability of any Structure on a Parcel as affected by building material, building 

standards, location, and type of vegetation. Fuels shall be maintained in a condition so 

that a wildfire burning under average weather conditions would be unlikely to ignite the 

Structure. 

3. Create and maintain a minimum of a ten-foot (10ô) wide Fuel 

Modification Area adjacent to the shoulder of any roadway serving as primary ingress to 

and egress from the Parcel. All trees, Hazardous Vegetation and Ladder Fuels within that 





Party operating a railroad within the City from complying with the requirements of this 

Chapter on any Parcel outside of the railroad right-of-way.  

13. Whenever practical difficulties, unique circumstances or unnecessary 

hardship inconsistent with the general purposes of this Chapter may result from the strict 

and literal interpretation of the provisions of this Chapter, the City Official shall have 

authority to grant, upon such safeguards and conditions as the City Manager may 

determine, such variances from the provisions of this Chapter as may be in harmony with 

its general purpose and intent. 

D. The City Official may mandate additional fuels management of an area more or 

less than the above­ referenced widths or heights for the  protection of public health, safety, or 

welfare, or the environment, if the City Official finds that the additional fuels management is  

necessary to significantly reduce the risk of transmission of flame or heat sufficient to ignite any 

Structure(s), and there is no other feasible mitigation measure possible to reduce the risk of 

ignition or spread of wildfire to a Structure on an Improved Parcel. The City Official shall 

determine appropriate Defensible Space distances based upon a visual inspection of the Parcel 

and shall consider all factors that place the Structure(s) on the adjacent Improved Parcel at risk 

from an approaching fire. These factors shall include, but are not limited to, local weather 

conditions, fuel type(s), topography, current use of a Parcel, and the environment where the 

adjacent Parcel or the Structure(s) is located. 

E. When a  Structure is less than one hundred feet (100ô) from a property line and 

Combustible Material or Hazardous Vegetation on an adjacent Parcel presents a Fire Hazard for 

the Structure, the Owner of the Parcel where the Fire Hazard exists shall be responsible for 

creating Defensible Space and clearing the area on that Owner's land which is within one 

hundred feet (100ô) of the  Structure and is needed to provide the necessary fire protection in the 

manner and to the extent required by the City Official. 

F. Where the terrain, condition or environment on the adjacent Parcel is such that it 

cannot or should not be disked or mowed, the Public Official may require or authorize other 

means of Hazardous Vegetation or Combustible Material removal. 

G. No Parcel Owner or Responsible Party may allow any portion of vegetation on his 

or her property to interfere with street and emergency vehicle access, regardless of whether the 

access is along a public street or along a private residential access road. The City Official may 

provide written notice to the property Owner or Responsible Party requiring vegetation to be 

trimmed for a specified additional distance when the City Official determines the vegetation 

would otherwise interfere with street or emergency vehicle access. 

H. If the Parcel Owner or Responsible Party fails to maintain these clearance 

requirements, the City Official may Abate the nuisance without further notice and at the Parcel 

Owner's or Responsible Partyôs expense. This subsection shall not apply to cultivated ground 

cover such as green grass, ivy, succulents, or similar plants used as ground covers, provided they 

do not constitute a Fire Hazard. 
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