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City of Colfax Commercial Cannabis Ordinance 

Staff Report July 1, 2020 

Staff Report to City Council 

FOR THE JULY 1, 2020 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

From: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Prepared by: Wes Heathcock, City Manager 

Alfred ñMickò Cabral, City Attorney 

Subject: Commercial Cannabis Ordinances 
  Budget Impact Overview: 

N/A:   √ Funded:  Un-funded: Amount:  Fund(s):  

Summary/Background 

At the February 28, 2018 regular meeting, Council adopted Ordinance 536, codified as Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 

5.32, which comprehensively regulates all commercial cannabis activities in Colfax. At the same meeting, Council 

adopted Resolution 12-2018 approving the application procedures for obtaining a permit to operate a commercial cannabis 

business in Colfax, Resolution 13-2018 establishing fees to process applications for commercial cannabis permits, and 

Resolution 14-2018 authorizing background checks for cannabis permit applicants.  

At the same meeting, Council adopted its Ordinance 535, which modified the Cityôs zoning ordinance by amending CMC 

Chapter 17.162. As amended by Ordinance 535, Chapter 17.162 conditionally allows personal use outdoor and indoor 

cannabis cultivation of up to six plants, and outlaws commercial cannabis cultivation, distribution, manufacturing, 

microbusinesses and testing within the City of Colfax except as authorized under Chapter 5.32, and prescribes where 

permitted commercial cannabis businesses can be located. 

On February 13, 2019, Council unanimously directed staff as follows: (1) Staff shall resume the commercial cannabis 

application process by accepting one application for a medicinal cannabis permit and no others without further direction 

from the Council. (2) Golden State Patient Care shall be allowed to submit the only application for a medicinal cannabis 

permit at this time. (3) Since there will be only one application, staff will implement only Phase 1 of the required 

application process. If Golden State Patient Care successfully qualifies during the application process, its annual permit 

shall be submitted to the Council for approval. (4) Any medicinal cannabis permit issued to Golden State Patient Care 

shall expire one year after it is issued, unless it is renewed or revoked as allowed by Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 5.32, 

shall be for medicinal cannabis only, and shall be valid only for Golden State Patient Careôs current location. (5) Golden 

State Patient Careôs temporary business license shall remain valid until it is issued, or fails to qualify for, a medicinal 

cannabis license under Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 5.32, whichever is earlier. Golden State Patient Care has since 

been issued the medicinal cannabis license it requested. 

Golden State Patient Care asked the Council and staff to expand the permissible scope of commercial cannabis activities 

and consider issuing a microbusiness cannabis license. Council agreed to consider expanding the scope of permissible 

commercial cannabis activities and authorized contracting with SCI Consulting Group to assist that effort. Kyle Tankard, 

Senior Consultant with SCI, has been the lead consultant on this project. 

Changes to the ordinances allowing and regulating commercial cannabis activities in Colfax were discussed at public 

workshops on October 23, 2019, February 26, 2020 and May 27, 2020. At the conclusion of the final workshop, staff was 

directed to present revised ordinances to the Council for consideration.  

The revised ordinances were presented to Council at the June 24, 2020 Regular Council meeting. Council proposed 

changes to the zoning ordinance that are considered a substantial change; therefore, Council introduced the proposed 

ordinances by title only, the public hearing was continued to July 1, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., and the second reading to adopt the 

ordinances is scheduled for the July 8, 2020 City Council Regular meeting.    

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Introduce the proposed ordinance amending Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 5.32 

(Cannabis Regulations) and Title 17 (Zoning) conduct a continued public hearing, waive the first reading and schedule 

the proposed ordinance for adoption at the July 8, 2020 regular meeting 
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CITY OF COLFAX 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ___ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
COLFAX AMENDING MUNICIPAL 

CODE CHAPTER 5.32 COMMERCIAL 
CANNABIS ACTIVITY 

 
 
Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 5.32 - Commercial Cannabis Activity is hereby repealed 

and replaced as follows: 

 
Chapter 5.32 COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITY. 
 
 
Section 5.32.010 Purpose and Intent 
 
It is the purpose and intent of this Chapter to implement the provisions of the Medicinal 
and Adult Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (“MAUCRSA”) to accommodate the 
needs of medically-ill persons in need of and provide access to cannabis for medicinal 
purposes only as recommended by their health care provider(s) while imposing sensible 
regulations on the use of land to protect the City’s residents, neighborhoods, and 
businesses from disproportionately negative impacts. As such, it is the purpose and 
intent of this Chapter to regulate the cultivation, processing, manufacturing testing, retail 
sale, delivery, distribution and transportation  of medicinal cannabis and adult-use 
cannabis and cannabis products in a responsible manner to protect the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents of Colfax and to enforce rules and regulations consistent 
with state law.  It is the further purpose of intent of this Chapter to require all commercial 
cannabis operators to obtain and renew annually a permit to operate within Colfax. 
Nothing in this Chapter is intended to authorize the possession, use, or provision of 
cannabis for purposes that violate state or federal law. The provisions of this Chapter 
are in addition to any other permits, licenses and approvals which may be required to 
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includes any regulations promulgated thereunder, and is deemed to include any 
successor or amended version of the referenced statute or regulatory provision. 
 

(a) “A-license” means a valid state license issued under this Chapter for 
cannabis or cannabis products that are intended for adults 21 years of age 
and over and who do not possess physician’s recommendations. 
(b) “A-licensee” means any person holding a license under this Chapter 
for cannabis or cannabis products that are intended for adults 21 years of 
age and over and who do not possess physician’s recommendations. 
(c) “Applicant” means an owner applying for a commercial cannabis 
business permit pursuant to this Chapter. 
(d) “Batch” means a specific quantity of homogeneous cannabis or 
cannabis product that is one of the following types: 

(1) “Harvest batch” means a specifically identified quantity of dried 
flower or trim, leaves, and other cannabis plant matter that is 
uniform in strain, harvested at the same time, and, if applicable, 
cultivated using the same pesticides and other agricultural 
chemicals and harvested at the same time. 
(2) “Manufactured cannabis batch” means either of the following:   

(A) An amount of cannabis concentrates or extract that is 
produced in one production cycle using the same extraction 
methods and standard operating procedures. 
(B)  An amount of a type of manufactured cannabis   
produced in one production cycle using the same formulation 
and standard operating procedures. 

(e) “Bureau” means the Bureau of Cannabis Control within the Department 
of Consumer Affairs, formerly named the Bureau of Marijuana Control, the 
Bureau of Medical Cannabis Regulation, and the Bureau of Medical 
Marijuana Regulation. 
(f) “Cannabis” means all parts of the Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis 
indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; 
the resin, whether crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; 
and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or 
preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. “Cannabis” also means the 
separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from cannabis. 
“Cannabis” does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced 
from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any other 
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the 
mature stalks (except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or 
the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination. For the 
purpose of this Chapter, “cannabis” does not mean “industrial hemp” as 
defined by Section 11018.5 of the Health and Safety Code.  
(g) “Cannabis accessories” has the same meaning as in Section 11018.2 of 
the Health and Safety Code. 
(h) “Cannabis products” has the same meaning as in Section 11018.1 of 
the California Health and Safety Code. 

7
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concentrate, extraction or other manufactured product intended for internal 
consumption through inhalation or oral ingestion or for topical application. 

 (y) “Manufacturer” means a licensee that conducts the production, 
preparation, propagation, or compounding of cannabis or cannabis products 
either directly or indirectly or by extraction methods, or independently by   
means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and 
chemical synthesis, that packages or repackages cannabis or cannabis 
products or labels or container. 
(z) “Manufacturing facility” means a location that produces, prepares, 
propagates, or compounds cannabis or cannabis products, directly or 
indirectly, by extraction methods, independently by means of chemical 
synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and chemical synthesis, and 
is owned and operated by a person issued a valid commercial cannabis 
business permit for manufacturing from the City of Colfax and, a valid 
state license as required for manufacturing of cannabis products. 
(aa) “Medicinal cannabis” or “medicinal cannabis product” means 
cannabis or a cannabis product, respectively, intended to be sold for use 
by a medicinal cannabis customer. 
(ab) “Microbusiness” means a licensee that conducts three (3) of the 
following commercial cannabis activities: cultivation, manufacturing, 
distribution, and retail sale.  
(ac) “Natural person” is an individual living human being.  
(ad) “Non-volatile solvent” means any solvent used in the extraction 
process that is not a volatile solvent as defined by state law. For purposes 
of this chapter, a nonvolatile solvent includes carbon dioxide (CO2) used 
for extraction and ethanol used for extraction or post-extraction 
processing. 
(ae) “Operation” means any act for which licensure is required under the 
provisions of this Chapter, or any commercial transfer of cannabis or 
cannabis products. 
(af) “Owner” means any of the following: 

(1) A person with an aggregate ownership interest of 20 percent or 
more in the person applying for a license or a licensee, unless the 
interest is solely a security, lien, or encumbrance. 
(2)  The chief executive officer of a nonprofit or other entity. 
(3)  A member of the board of directors of a nonprofit. 
(4)  An individual who will be participating in the direction, control, 
or management of the person applying for a license. 

(ag) “Package” means any container or receptacle used for holding 
cannabis or cannabis products. 
(ah) “Patient” or “qualified patient” shall have the same definition as 
California Health and Safety Code Section 11362.7 et seq., as it may be 
amended, and which means a person who is entitled to the protections of 
California Health & Safety Code Section 11362.5.  
(ai) “Person” includes any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, 
association, corporation, limited liability company, estate, trust, business 
trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other group or combination acting as a 
unit, and the plural as well as the singular. 
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No person may engage in any commercial cannabis activity within the City of Colfax 
including cultivation, manufacture, processing, laboratory testing, distribution, or retail 
sale of cannabis or cannabis products unless the person (1) has a valid commercial 
cannabis business permit from the City of Colfax; (2) has a valid Seller’s Permit; and (3) 
is currently in compliance with all applicable city, state and local laws and regulations 
pertaining to the commercial  cannabis business and the commercial cannabis 
activities, including the duty to obtain any required state licenses.  

 
 
Section 5.32.070.  Cannabis Employee Requirements. 
 
Any person who is an employee within a commercial cannabis business must be at 
least twenty-one (21) years of age and legally authorized to do so under applicable 
state law. 
 
 
Section 5.32.080 Maximum Number and Type of Authorized Commercial Cannabis 
Businesses Permitted.  
 

(a) The maximum number and types of commercial cannabis businesses that 
shall be permitted to operate in the City at any one given time shall not 
exceed the following: 
 
(1) Medicinal Retailer (including microbusiness engaged in retail 

sales): maximum of one (1). 
 

(2) Cultivation:  Maximum of two (2). 
 

(3) Distribution:  Maximum of two (2). 
 

(4) Non-volatile Manufacturing: Maximum of two (2). 
 

(5) Microbusiness: Maximum of two (2). 
 

(6) Testing Laboratory: Maximum of two (2). 
 

(b) This section is only intended to create a maximum number of commercial 
cannabis businesses that may be issued permits to operate in the City.  
Nothing in this Chapter creates a mandate that the City Council must issue 
any or all of the commercial cannabis business permits. 

 
(c) Each year following the City Council’s initial award of permits, if any, or at 

any time in the City Council’s discretion, the City Council may reassess the 
number of commercial cannabis business permits which are authorized for 
issuance.  The City Council, in its discretion, may determine by resolution 
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that the number of commercial cannabis permits should stay the same, be 
reduced or be expanded.   

 
  

Section 5.32.090 Initial Application Procedure.  
 
(a) The City Council shall adopt by resolution the procedures to govern the 

application process, and the manner in which the decision will ultimately be 
made regarding the issuance of any commercial cannabis business 
permit(s), which resolution shall include or require the City Manager to 
provide detailed objective review criteria to be evaluated on a point system 
or equivalent quantitative evaluation scale tied to each set of review criteria 
(“Review Criteria”). The resolution shall authorize the City Manager or 
his/her designee(s) to prepare the necessary forms, adopt any necessary 
rules to the application, regulations and processes, solicit applications, 
conduct initial evaluations of the applicants, and to ultimately provide a final 
recommendation to the City Council. 
 

(b) At the time of filing, each applicant shall pay an application fee established 
by resolution of the City Council, to cover all costs incurred by the City in 
the application process. 
 

(c) After the initial review, ranking, and scoring under the Review Criteria, the 
City Manager or his/her designee(s) will make a recommendation to the 
City Council, and the City Council shall make a final determination in 
accordance with Chapter 5.32.170. 

 
(d) The City’s Reservation of Rights: 

 
The City reserves the right to reject any or all applications.  Prior to permit 
issuance, the City may also modify, postpone, or cancel any request for 
applications, or the entire program under this Chapter, at any time without 
liability, obligation, or commitment to any party, firm, or organization, to the 
extent permitted under California state law. Persons submitting 
applications assume the risk that all or any part of the program, or any 
particular category of permit potentially authorized under this Chapter, 
may be cancelled at any time prior to permit issuance.  The City further 
reserves the right to request and obtain additional information from any 
candidate submitting an application. In addition to any other justification 
provided, including a failure to comply with other requirements in this 
Chapter, an application risks being rejected for any of the following 
additional reasons: 

 
(1) The application was received after designated time and date; 
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(2) The application did not contain the required elements, exhibits, nor 
organized in the required format; or 

 
(3) The application was not considered fully responsive to this request 

for permit application. 
 

 
Section 5.32.100. Expiration of Commercial Cannabis Business Permits.  
 
Each commercial cannabis business permit issued pursuant to this Chapter shall expire 
twelve (12) months after the date of its issuance. Commercial cannabis permits may be 
renewed as provided in Section 5.32.120. 
 
 
Section 5.32.110. Suspension, Revocation and Renewal of Commercial Cannabis 
Business Permits.   
 

(a) The City Manager may suspend, revoke, or decline to renew any permit 
issued under this Chapter, or for any violation of any law and/or any rule, 
regulation and/or standard adopted pursuant to Sections 5.32.120 or 
5.32.190, or pursuant to any policy, procedure or regulation in this 
Chapter. Grounds for revocation, suspension, or non-renewal of a license 
or permit shall include the following: 
 
(1) The failure of the permit holder to comply with the provisions of this 

Chapter or any other law pertaining to commercial cannabis 
businesses; 
 

(2) The giving of false or misleading information by the permit holder in 
making application for a permit or in connection with an 
investigation conducted by the city or any other state, local or 
federal agency; 
 

(3) The conviction of the licensee or permit holder of any felony or any 
offense involving gambling, narcotics, use of force or violence, 
theft, embezzlement or any other offense involving moral turpitude; 
 

(4) Any cause for denying an original license or permit as set forth in 
this Chapter; 
 

(5) The revocation, suspension, or non-renewal of associated state 
licenses/permits to operate a commercial cannabis business, which 
revocation, suspension or non-renewal the licensee shall disclose 
orally or by written communication immediately to the City 
Manager; 
 

13
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(6) The failure of the permit holder to diligently initiate business 
operations or to continue to carry on business operations in a 
manner substantially as set forth in the Business Plan, and Safety 
and Security Plan submitted in support of the permit holder’s 
original or renewal application to operate a commercial cannabis 
business, as appropriate. 

 
(b) The determination of the City Manager to suspend, revoke or decline to 

renew a license or permit shall be made in writing and mailed or delivered 
to the permittee. The determination of the City manager shall become 
effective ten (10) days following the date of the notice of that 
determination. The permittee may, during such ten-day period, appeal the 
determination of the City Manager to the City Council. If the permittee fails 
to file the notice of appeal within such ten-day period, the determination of 
the City manager shall be final and conclusive. If a written notice of appeal 
is filed with the City Clerk during such ten-day period, the determination of 
the City Manager shall be stayed pending the City Council's hearing and 
decision on the appeal. 
 

(c) If a permit is revoked, a new permit application may not be filed for one (1) 
year from the date of the revocation. For suspended licenses, if the cause 
for suspension has been corrected in a manner that is satisfactory to the 
City Manager, the City Manager may waive the one (1) year period. 
 

 
 
Section 5.32.120.  Renewal of Commercial Cannabis Business Permits. 
 

(a) An application for renewal of a commercial cannabis business permit shall 
be filed at least sixty (60) calendar days prior to the expiration date of the 
current permit. 

 
(b) The renewal application shall contain all the information required on the 

renewal application form. 
 

(c) The applicant shall pay a fee in an amount to be set by the City Council via 
resolution to cover the costs of processing the renewal permit application, 
together with any costs incurred by the City to administer the program 
created under this Chapter.  

 
(d) An application for renewal of a commercial cannabis business permit shall 

be rejected if any of the following exists: 
 

(1) The application is filed less than sixty (60) days before its 
expiration. 

 

14
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(2) The commercial cannabis business permit is suspended or revoked 
at the time of the application. 

 
(3) The commercial cannabis business has failed to conform to the 

requirements of this Chapter, or of any regulations adopted 
pursuant to this Chapter. 

 
(4) The permittee fails or is unable to renew its State of California 

license. 
 
(5) If the City or state has determined, based on substantial evidence, 

that the permittee or applicant is in violation of the requirements of 
this Chapter, of the City’s Municipal Code, of the state rules and 
regulations, or federal regulations and the City or state has 
determined that the violation is grounds for termination or 
revocation of the commercial cannabis business permit. 

 
(e) The City Manager or his/her designee(s) is authorized to make all 

decisions concerning the issuance of a renewal permit.  In making the 
decision, the City Manager or his/her designee(s) is authorized to impose 
additional conditions to a renewal permit, if it is determined to be necessary 
to ensure compliance with federal, state or local laws and regulations or to 
preserve the public health, safety or welfare.  Appeals from the decision of 
the City Manager or his/her designee(s) shall be handled pursuant to 
Chapter 5.32.140. 

 
(f) If a renewal application is rejected, a person may file a new application 

pursuant to this Chapter no sooner than one (1) year from the date of the 
rejection. 

 
 
Section 5.32.130. Effect of State License Suspension, Revocation, or Termination.  
 
Suspension of a license issued by the State of California, or by any of its departments 
or divisions, shall immediately suspend the ability of a commercial cannabis business to 
operate within the City, until the State of California, or its respective department or 
division, reinstates or reissues the State license.  Should the State of California, or any 
of its departments or divisions, revoke or terminate the license of a commercial 
cannabis business, such revocation or termination shall also revoke or terminate the 
ability of a commercial cannabis business to operate within the City of Colfax. At the 
City Manager or his or her designee’s discretion, the cannabis business owner may 
reapply for a commercial cannabis business permit at such time as it can demonstrate 
that the grounds for revocation of the license by the state no longer exist, or that the 
underlying deficiency has otherwise been cured. 
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Section 5.32.140.  Appeals  
 
Unless specifically provided elsewhere to the contrary, whenever an appeal is provided 
for in this Chapter from a decision of the City Manager or his/her designee(s), the 
appeal shall be conducted as prescribed in this Chapter.   
 
 
Section 5.32.150.  Written request for Appeal.   

 
(a) Within ten (10) calendar days after the date of a decision of the City 

Manager or his/her designee(s) to revoke, suspend or deny a permit, or to 
add conditions to a permit, an aggrieved party may appeal such action by 
filing a written appeal with the City Clerk setting forth the reasons why the 
decision was not proper.   

 
(b) At the time of filing the appellant shall pay the designated appeal fee, 

established by resolution of the City Council from time to time.  
 
 
Section 5.32.160.  Appeal Hearing.   
 

(a) Upon receipt of the written appeal, the City Clerk shall set the matter for a 
hearing before the City Council. The City Council shall hear the matter de 
novo and shall conduct the hearing pursuant to the procedures set forth by 
the City.   
 

(b) The appeal shall be held within a reasonable time after the filing the 
appeal, but in no event later than ninety (90) days from the date of such 
filing. The City shall notify the appellant of the time and location at least ten 
(10) days prior to the date of the hearing.  
 

(c) At the hearing, the appellant may present any information they deem 
relevant to the decision appealed. The formal rules of evidence and 
procedure applicable in a court of law shall not apply to the hearing. 
 

(d) At the conclusion of the hearing the City Council may affirm, reverse or 
modify the decision appealed.  The decision of the City Council shall be 
final.  

 
 
Section 5.32.170 Permittee Selection Process. 
 

(a) The City Council shall adopt by resolution a procedure guideline and 
Review Criteria by which the top applicants in each permit category of each 
commercial cannabis business will be presented to the City Council for a 
final determination at a public hearing.    

16
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risk that, at any time prior to the issuance of a permit, the City Council may 
terminate or delay the program created under this Chapter.  

 
 

(h) If an application is denied based on an applicant’s failure to qualify, a new 
application may not be filed for one (1) year from the date of the denial. 
Each person granted a commercial cannabis business permit shall be 
required to pay the permit fee established by resolution of the City Council, 
to cover the costs of administering the commercial cannabis business 
permit program created in this Chapter.   

 
5.32.180  Change in Location; Updated Registration Form. 
 

(a) Any time the commercial cannabis business location specified in the 
regulatory permit has changed, the applicant shall re-register with the City 
Manager or his/her designee(s). The process and the fees for re-
registration shall be the same as the process and fees set forth for 
registration in sections 5.32.090 and 5.32.120.  
 

(b) The permit holder may not transfer to a new location within the City until 
approval of that location is made by the City Council. A change in location 
may be obtained only if the permit holder files an application with the City 
Manager in accordance with all provisions of this Chapter accompanied by 
a transfer fee in an amount set by resolution of the City Council (or if not 
set, shall be the same amount as the application fee), and the City Council 
determines, after hearing, in accordance with this Chapter that the 
transferee passed the background check required for owners and meets all 
other requirements of this Chapter. 
 

(c) Within fifteen (15) calendar days of any other change in the information 
provided in the registration form or any change in status of compliance with 
the provisions of this chapter, including any change in the commercial 
cannabis business ownership or management members, the applicant shall 
file an updated registration form with the City Manager or his/her 
designee(s) for review along with a registration amendment fee, as set 
forth in section 5.32.090 and 5.32.120. 

 

Section 5.32.190. Transfer of Cannabis Business Permit. 

(a) The owner of a cannabis business permit shall not transfer ownership or 
control of the permit to another person or entity unless and until the 
transferee obtains an amendment to the permit from the City Council 
stating that the transferee is now the permittee. Such an amendment may 
be obtained only if the transferee files an application with the City Manager 
in accordance with all provisions of this Chapter (as though the transferee 
were applying for an original cannabis business permit) accompanied by a 
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Section 5.32.200.  City Business License.   
 
Prior to commencing operations, a commercial cannabis business shall obtain a City of 
Colfax business license. 
 
 
Section 5.32.210. Building Permits and Inspection.   
 
Prior to commencing operations, a commercial cannabis business shall be subject to a 
mandatory building inspection and must obtain all required permits and approvals which 
would otherwise be required for any business of the same size and intensity operating 
in that zone. This includes but is not limited to obtaining any required building permit(s), 
Fire Department approvals, Health Department approvals and other zoning and land 
use permit(s) and approvals. 
 
 
Section 5.32.220.  Certification from the City Planning Director. 
   
Prior to commencing operations, a commercial cannabis business must obtain a 
certification from the City Planning Director or his/her designee(s) certifying that the 
business is located on a site that meets all of the requirements of Title 17 of the City’s 
Municipal Code.    
 
Section 5.32.230   Location and Design of Cannabis Businesses 

(a) Commercial cannabis businesses permitted to engage in commercial 
cannabis activity are subject to the zoning and locational requirements 
contained in Section 17.162.080. 

 
(b) Each proposed cannabis business project shall: 

 
(1) Conform with the City’s general plan, any applicable specific plans, 

master plans, and design requirements. 
 

(2) Comply with all applicable zoning and related development 
standards. 

 
(3) Be constructed in a manner that minimizes odors to surrounding 

uses, and promotes quality design and construction, and 
consistency with the surrounding properties. For purposes of this 
section, “surrounding uses” shall include, but not be limited to, 
properties within 200’ of any boundary of the property upon which 
the cannabis business is situated. 
 



 

City of Colfax 
Commercial Cannabis Activity Ordinance  Page 17 of 37 
 

(4) Be adequate in size and shape to accommodate the yards, walls, 
fences, parking and loading facilities, landscaping and all items 
required for the development. 

(5) Be served by highways adequate in width and improved as 
necessary to carry the kind and quantity of traffic such use will 
generate. 
 

(6) Be provided with adequate electricity, sewerage, disposal, water, 
fire protection and storm drainage facilities for the intended 
purpose. 

 
Section 5.32.240. Right to Occupy and to Use Property.  
 
As a condition precedent to the City’s issuance of a commercial cannabis business 
permit pursuant to this Chapter, any person intending to open and to operate a 
commercial cannabis business shall provide sufficient evidence of the legal right to 
occupy and to use the proposed location.  In the event the proposed location will be 
leased from another person, the applicant shall be required to provide a signed and 
notarized statement from the owner of the property, acknowledging that the property 
owner has read this Chapter and consents to the operation of the commercial cannabis 
business on the owner’s property. 
 
 
Section 5.32.250.  Limitations on City’s Liability.  
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, the City of Colfax shall not assume any liability 
whatsoever with respect to having issued a commercial cannabis business permit 
pursuant to this Chapter or otherwise approving the operation of any commercial 
cannabis business. As a condition to the approval of any commercial cannabis business 
permit, the applicant shall be required to meet all of the following conditions before they 
can receive the commercial cannabis business permit: 
 

(a) They must execute an agreement, in a form approved by the city attorney, 
agreeing to indemnify, defend (at applicant’s sole cost and expense), and 
hold the City of Colfax, and its officers, officials, employees, 
representatives, and agents, harmless, from any and all claims, losses, 
damages, injuries, liabilities or losses which arise out of, or which are in 
any way related to, the City’s issuance of the commercial  cannabis 
business permit, the City’s decision to approve the operation of the 
commercial cannabis business or activity, to process used by the City in 
making its decision, or the alleged violation of any federal, state or local 
laws by the commercial cannabis business or any of its officers, employees 
or agents.  
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must maintain such records only to the extent permitted or required by the 
MAUCRSA. 
 

(d) All commercial cannabis businesses shall maintain an inventory control 
and reporting system that accurately documents the present location, 
amounts, and descriptions of all cannabis and cannabis products for all 
stages of the growing and production or manufacturing, laboratory testing 
and distribution processes until purchase as set forth MAUCRSA. All 
inventory discrepancies shall be reported to the City within 7 days of the 
end of the prior month or a report stating no discrepancies found shall be 
issued.  All discrepancies shall have a plan given to the City to find the 
cause and prevent the delta from re-occurring.  The permittee shall be 
responsible to execute the plan and report to the City on its effectiveness.  
The City manager shall decide if the discrepancy is insignificant and may 
waive the plan. 
 

(e) Each commercial cannabis business shall allow City of Colfax officials to 
have access to the business’s books, records, accounts, together with any 
other data or documents relevant to its permitted commercial cannabis 
activities, for the purpose of conducting an audit or examination. Books, 
records, accounts, and any and all relevant data or documents will be 
produced no later than twenty-four (24) hours after receipt of the City’s 
request, unless otherwise stipulated by the City. The City may require the 
materials to be submitted in an electronic format that is compatible with the 
City’s software and hardware. 

 
 
Section 5.32.270. Security Measures.  
 

(a) A permitted commercial cannabis business shall implement sufficient 
security measures to deter and prevent the unauthorized entrance into 
areas containing cannabis or cannabis products, and to deter and prevent 
the theft of cannabis or cannabis products at the commercial cannabis 
business. Except as may otherwise be determined by the City Manager or 
his/her designee(s), these security measures shall include, but shall not 
be limited to, all of the following: 

 
(1) Preventing individuals from remaining on the premises of the 

commercial cannabis business if they are not engaging in an 
activity directly related to the permitted operations of the 
commercial cannabis business. 

 
(2) Establishing limited access areas accessible only to authorized 

individuals. Authorized individuals include employees of the 
commercial cannabis business as well as any outside vendors, 
contractors, or other individuals conducting business that requires 
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access to the limited access area. All individuals granted access to 
the limited access area shall be at least 21 years of age, and if not 
employed by the commercial cannabis business, shall be escorted 
at all times by an employee of the business. A commercial 
cannabis business shall maintain a log of all individuals who are not 
employees who are granted access to the limited access area.  

 
(3) Except for live growing plants which are being cultivated at a 

cultivation facility, all cannabis and cannabis products shall be 
stored in a secured and locked room, safe, or vault. All cannabis 
and cannabis products, including live plants that are being 
cultivated, shall be kept in a manner as to prevent diversion, theft, 
and loss,  
 

(4) Installing 24-hour security surveillance cameras of at least HD-
quality to monitor all entrances and exits to and from the premises 
and parking lot, all interior spaces within the commercial cannabis 
business which are open and accessible to the public, all interior 
spaces where cannabis, cash or currency, is being stored for any 
period of time on a regular basis and all interior spaces where 
diversion of cannabis could reasonably occur. Video recordings 
shall be maintained for a minimum of ninety (90) days and shall be 
made available to the City Manager or his/her designee(s) upon 
request.  Video shall be of sufficient quality for effective prosecution 
of any crime found to have occurred on the site of the commercial 
cannabis business.  

 
(5) Sensors shall be installed to detect entry and exit from all secure 

areas. 
 

(6) Panic buttons shall be installed in all commercial cannabis 
businesses. 
 

(7) Having a professionally installed, maintained, and remote 
monitored alarm system (perimeter, fire, and panic buttons). 

 
(8) Perimeter lighting systems (including motion sensors) for after-

hours security. 
 

(9) Any bars installed on the windows or the doors of the commercial 
cannabis business shall be installed only on the interior of the 
building. 
 
 

(10) Each commercial cannabis business shall have the capability to 
remain secure during a power outage and shall ensure that all 
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access doors are not solely controlled by an electronic access 
panel to ensure that locks are not released during a power outage. 
This capability shall not rely on Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) 
backup batteries or through the use of a backup generator, unless 
the generator has sufficient fuel for a minimum of seven (7) days of 
unattended operation. 

 
(11) Entrance areas are to be locked at all times and under the control 

of a designated responsible party that is either; (a) an employee of 
the commercial cannabis business; or (b) a licensed security 
professional. 

 
(12) Each commercial cannabis business shall have an accounting 

software system in place to provide point of sale data as well as 
audit trails or both product and cash, where applicable. 

 
(13) Each commercial cannabis business shall have emergency access 

and emergency evacuation plans that are in compliance with state 
and local fire safety standards. 

 
(b) Each commercial cannabis business shall identify a designated security 

representative/liaison to the City of Colfax, who shall be reasonably 
available to meet with the City Manager or his/her designee(s) regarding 
any security related measures or and operational issues. The designated 
security representative/liaison, on behalf of the commercial cannabis 
business, shall maintain a copy of the current security plan on the premise 
of the business. 

 
(c) As part of the application and permitting process each commercial 

cannabis business shall have a storage and transportation plan, which 
describes in detail the procedures for safely and securely storing and 
transporting all cannabis, cannabis products, and any currency.   

 
(d) The commercial cannabis business shall cooperate with the City 

whenever the City Manager or his/her designee(s) makes a request, upon 
reasonable notice to the commercial cannabis business, to inspect or 
audit the effectiveness of any security plan or of any other requirement of 
this Chapter. 

 
(e) A commercial cannabis business shall notify the City Manager or his/her 

designee(s) within 7 days of the end of the prior month after discovering 
any of the following: 

 
(1) Diversion, theft, loss, or any criminal activity involving the 

commercial cannabis business or any agent or employee of the 
commercial cannabis business. 
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(2) The loss or unauthorized alteration of records related to cannabis, 

registering qualifying patients, primary caregivers, or employees or 
agents of the commercial cannabis business. 

 
(3) Any other breach of security. 

 
 
Section 5.32.280.  Restriction on Alcohol & Tobacco Sales.  
 

(a) No person shall cause or permit the sale, dispensing, or consumption of 
alcoholic beverages on or about the premises of the commercial cannabis 
business.   

 
(b) No person shall cause or permit the sale of tobacco products on or about 

the premises of the commercial cannabis business.   
 
Section 5.32.290.  Compliance with Laws. 
 
It is the responsibility of the owners and operators of the commercial cannabis business 
to ensure that it is, at all times, operating in a manner compliant with all applicable state 
and local laws, and any regulations promulgated thereunder. Nothing in this Chapter 
shall be construed as authorizing any actions that violate state law or local law with 
respect to the operation of a commercial cannabis business. It shall be the responsibility 
of the owners and the operators of the commercial cannabis business to ensure that the 
commercial cannabis business is, at all times, operating in a manner compliant with all 
applicable state and local laws, the Attorney General Guidelines, any subsequently 
enacted state law or regulatory, licensing, or certification requirements, and any 
specific, additional operating procedures or requirements which may be imposed as 
conditions of approval of the commercial  cannabis business permit. Nothing in this 
Chapter shall be construed as authorizing any actions which violate state law with 
regard to the operation of a commercial cannabis business. 
 
 
Section 5.32.300.  Fees and Charges. 

 
(a) No person may commence or continue any commercial cannabis activity in 

the City, without timely paying in full all fees and charges required for the 
operation of a commercial cannabis activity. Fees and charges associated 
with the operation of a commercial cannabis activity shall be established by 
resolution of the City Council which may be amended from time to time. 

 
(b) All commercial cannabis businesses authorized to operate under this 

Chapter shall pay all sales, use, business and other applicable taxes, and 
all permit, license, registration, and other fees required under federal, state 
and local law.  Each commercial cannabis business shall cooperate with 
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City with respect to any reasonable request to audit the commercial 
cannabis business’ books and records for the purpose of verifying 
compliance with this section, including but not limited to a verification of the 
amount of taxes required to be paid during any period.  

 
 

Section 5.32.310.  Operating Requirements for All Commercial Cannabis 
Businesses. 
 

(a) Commercial cannabis businesses may operate only during the hours 
specified in the commercial cannabis business permit issued by the City. 

 
(b) Cannabis and cannabis products shall not be consumed by any employee 

on the premises of any commercial cannabis businesses.   
 

(c) No cannabis or cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis or 
cannabis products shall be visible from the exterior of any property issued 
a commercial cannabis business permit, or on any of the vehicles owned or 
used as part of the commercial cannabis business. No outdoor storage of 
cannabis or cannabis products is permitted at any time. 

 
(d) Reporting and Tracking of Product and of Gross Sales. Each commercial 

cannabis business shall have in place a point-of-sale or management 
inventory tracking system to track and report on all aspects of the 
commercial cannabis business including, but not limited to, such matters as 
cannabis tracking, inventory data, gross sales (by weight and by sale) and 
other information which may be deemed necessary by the City.  The 
commercial cannabis business shall ensure that such information is 
compatible with the City’s record-keeping systems. In addition, the system 
must have the capability to produce historical transactional data for review. 
Furthermore, any system selected must be approved and authorized by the 
City Manager or his/her designee(s) prior to being used by the permittee. 

 
(e) All cannabis and cannabis products sold, distributed or manufactured shall 

be cultivated, manufactured, and transported by licensed facilities that 
maintain operations in full conformance with State and local regulations. 
 

(f) There shall not be a physician located in or around any commercial 
cannabis business at any time for the purpose of evaluating patients for the 
issuance of a cannabis recommendation or card where applicable. 
 

(g) Emergency Contact. Each commercial cannabis business shall provide the 
City Manager or his/her designee(s) with the name, telephone number 
(both land line and mobile, if available) of an on-site employee or owner to 
whom emergency notice can be provided at any hour of the day. 
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full disclosure of the property in the event of a sale or transfer of 
ownership or to a future tenant.  

 
(f) All cultivation operations must demonstrate compliance with the limitations 

on discharge into the City’s wastewater system, as set forth in Colfax 
Municipal Code Chapter 13.08 and in any wastewater discharge permit 
issued by the City. This shall include the submittal of an Industrial 
Wastewater Permit Application, acquisition of a valid Industrial Waste 
Permit, inclusion of adequate pretreatment prior to discharge, and 
payment of all required Industrial Wastewater Fees. 
 

(g) All applicants for a cannabis cultivation permit shall submit to the following 
in addition to the information generally otherwise required for a 
commercial cannabis business: 

 
(1) A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum 

legal standards for water usage, conservation and use; drainage, 
runoff, and erosion control; watershed and habitat protection; and 
proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated 
products to be used on the parcel, and a description of the 
cultivation activities and schedule of activities during each month of 
growing and harvesting, or explanation of growth cycles and 
anticipated harvesting schedules for all-season harvesting. 
 

(2) A description of a legal water source, irrigation plan, and projected 
water use. 

 
(3) Identification of the source of electrical power and plan for 

compliance with applicable Building Codes and related codes. 
 

(4) Plan for addressing odor and other public nuisances that may 
derive from the cultivation site. 

 
 
Section 5.32.360. Operating Requirements for a Distribution Facility 
 

(a) A distributor shall not store non-cannabis goods or non-cannabis 
accessories that are to be sold to another party on any licensed premises. 
Additionally, a distributor shall not distribute non-cannabis goods or non-
cannabis accessories at a licensed premises. 
 

(b) After taking physical possession of a cannabis goods batch, the distributor 
shall contact a testing laboratory and arrange for a laboratory employee to 
come to the distributor’s licensed premises to select a representative 
sample for laboratory testing. 
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name, model number, serial number, and required certifications. The 
system shall be certified by a California-licensed engineer that the system 
was commercially manufactured, safe for use with the intended solvent, 
and built to codes of recognized and generally accepted good engineering 
practices, such as: 

 
(1) The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME); 

 
(2) American National Standards Institute (ANSI); 

 
(3) Underwriters Laboratories (UL); or 

 
(4) The American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM). 

 
(f) The certification document for a closed loop CO2 gas extraction system 

must contain the signature and stamp of the professional engineer or 
industrial hygienist and manufacturer name, model number, and serial 
number of the extraction unit being certified. 
 

(g) Commercially manufactured  closed loop systems, other equipment used, 
the extraction operation, and facilities must be approved for their use by 
the Fire Department and meet any required fire, life safety, and building 
code requirements specified in the California Building Reference Codes 
and National Fire Protection Association Standards. 

 
(h) Any compressed gases used in the manufacturing process shall not be 

stored on any property within the City of Colfax in containers that exceed 
the maximum allowable quantity approved by the Fire Department in 
accordance with California Building Reference Codes and National Fire 
Protection Association Standards and authorized by the regulatory permit. 
Each site or parcel subject to a commercial cannabis business permit shall 
be limited to a total aggregate quantity of each gas as authorized by the 
Fire Department on the property at any time. 
 

(i) Cannabis manufacturing facilities may use glycerin, ethanol, and 
propylene glycol solvents to create or refine extracts. Ethanol should be 
removed from the extract in a manner to recapture the solvent and ensure 
that it is not vented into the atmosphere. 

 
(j) Cannabis manufacturing facilities may use heat, screens, presses, steam 

distillation, ice water, ethanol and other methods without employing 
solvents or gases to create keef, hashish, bubble hash, or infused dairy 
butter, or oils or fats derived from natural sources, and other extracts. 
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(e) Each operator shall ensure that a testing laboratory employee takes the 
sample of cannabis or cannabis products from the distributor’s premises 
for testing required by state law and that the testing laboratory employee 
transports the sample to the testing laboratory. 

 
(f) Testing labs shall not distribute, sell, or dispense cannabis, or cannabis 

products, from the licensed premises from which the cannabis or cannabis 
products are acquired or received. 

 
 

Section 5.32.400.  Promulgation of Regulations, Standards and Other Legal 
Duties. 
 

(a) In addition to any regulations adopted by the City Council, the City 
Manager or his/her designee is authorized to establish any additional 
rules, regulations and standards governing the issuance, denial or renewal 
of commercial cannabis business permits, the ongoing operation of 
commercial cannabis businesses and the City's oversight, or concerning 
any other subject determined to be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
this Chapter.  

 
(b) Regulations shall be published on the City’s website. 

 
(c) Regulations promulgated by the City Manager shall become effective 

upon date of publication.  Commercial cannabis businesses shall be 
required to comply with all state and local laws and regulations, including 
but not limited to any rules, regulations or standards adopted by the City 
Manager or his designee. 
 

 
Section 5.32.410. Community Relations. 
 

(a) Each commercial cannabis business shall provide the name, telephone 
number, and email address of a community relations contact to whom 
notice of problems associated with the commercial cannabis business can 
be provided. Each commercial cannabis business shall also provide the 
above information to all businesses and residences located within one 
hundred (100) feet of the commercial cannabis business.  

 
(b) During the first year of operation pursuant to this Chapter, the owner, 

manager, and community relations representative from each commercial 
cannabis business holding a permit issued pursuant to this Chapter shall 
attend a quarterly meeting with the City Manager or his/her designee(s) 
and other interested parties as deemed appropriate by the City Manager, 
to discuss costs, benefits, and other community issues arising as a result 
of implementation of this Chapter.  After the first year of operation, the 
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maintained by a commercial cannabis business under this Chapter or 
under state or local law. 

 
(c) The City Manager, Sheriff or his/her designee(s) charged with enforcing 

the provisions of this Chapter may enter the location of a commercial 
cannabis business at any time during the hours of operation and without 
notice to obtain samples of the cannabis to test for public safety purposes.  
Any samples obtained by the City of Colfax shall be logged, recorded, and 
maintained in accordance with the Sheriff’s Office standards for evidence.  

 
 
Section 5.32.450.  Compliance with State Regulation.  
 
It is the stated intent of this Chapter to regulate commercial cannabis activity in the City 
of Colfax in compliance with all provisions MAUCRSA and any subsequent state 
legislation. 
  
 
Section 5.32.460.  Violations declared a public nuisance.  
 
Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter is hereby deemed unlawful 
and a public nuisance. 
 
 
Section 5.32.470.  Each violation a separate offense.  
 
Each and every violation of this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation and shall 
be subject to all administrative citations and fines provided for in Colfax Municipal Code 
Chapter 1.25 together with all other remedies and enforcement measures authorized by 
the Colfax Municipal Code. Additionally, as a nuisance per se, any violation of this 
Chapter shall be subject to injunctive relief, any permit issued pursuant to this Chapter 
being deemed null and void, disgorgement and payment to the City of any monies 
unlawfully obtained, costs of abatement, costs of investigation, attorney fees, and any 
other relief or remedy available at law or in equity. The City of Colfax may also pursue 
any and all remedies and actions available and applicable under state and local laws for 
any violations committed by the commercial cannabis business or persons related to, or 
associated with, the commercial cannabis activity.  Additionally, when there is 
determined to be an imminent threat to public health, safety or welfare, the City 
Manager, Sheriff or his/her designee(s), may take immediate action to temporarily 
suspend a commercial cannabis business permit issued by the City, pending a hearing 
before the City Council. Each day a violation is committed or permitted to continue shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 
 
Section 5.32.480.  Criminal Penalties. 
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Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter may in the discretion of the 
District Attorney or the City Attorney be prosecuted as a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or 
imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than twelve (12) months, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. Each day a violation is committed or permitted to 
continue shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
 
Section 5.32.490.  Remedies cumulative and not exclusive.  
 
The remedies provided herein are not to be construed as exclusive remedies.  The City 
is authorized to pursue any proceedings or remedies provided by law. 
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Section 3: Colfax Municipal Code Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.80 (Industrial Zones), 

Section 17.80.020 (Permitted Use Types) is hereby amended  by adding the following 

industrial zone district permitted uses: 

 

 

Section 4: Colfax Municipal Code Title 17 (Zoning), Article V (Special Area And Specific 

Use Regulations) Chapter 17.162 (Medical Marijuana Dispensaries) is hereby repealed and 

replaced as follows:  

17.162.010  Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter, in combination with Chapter 5.32, is to establish a comprehensive, 

uniform set of regulations applicable to commercial cannabis activity, as defined, within the city 

to ensure such operation is conducted in a manner consistent with the overall health, welfare and 

safety of the city and its populace and in compliance with all relevant state law. Nothing in this 

Chapter shall be construed as authorizing or intending to authorize any violation of federal, state 

or local laws, rules, regulations or ordinances. 

 The goals of this regulation include all of the following: 

A. To minimize the size of the illegal market for cannabis in the City of Colfax and 

surrounding areas. 

 

B. To create jobs, economic growth and tax revenue for the City and its residents. 

 

C. To enable law enforcement and regulators to have sufficient rights to inspect and audit 

commercial cannabis activity, as defined, and take expeditious action against persons or 

entities who violate the requirements of these regulations. 

 

D. To regulate the operation and location of commercial cannabis activity, as defined, such 

that public nuisance is minimized. 

 

E. To minimize social harms which may arise from unregulated cannabis activity. 

 

17.162.020  Administration.  
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The City Manager, Community Services Director, the Cityôs chief building official, the Placer 

County sheriff and any employee or individual designated by any of those persons, are 

authorized to administer and enforce this chapter to ensure compliance.   

17.162.030  Definitions 

As used herein, the following definitions shall govern the construction of this chapter: 

ñAbatement costsò mean any costs or expenses reasonably related to the abatement of conditions 

which violate this chapter, and shall include, but not be limited to, enforcement, investigation, 

attorneysô fees, collection and administrative costs, and the costs associated with removal and/or 

correction of the violation. 

ñAccessory structureò means a structure that is accessory to any principal structure and 

customarily a part thereof, which is clearly incidental and secondary to the principal structure 

and is significantly smaller in area than the principal structure and does not change the character 

of the principal structure or principal use of the premises. 

ñAdministrative costsò mean the cost of City staff time, contracted staff time, Placer County 

sheriff time, other law enforcement time, and fire department time reasonably related to 

enforcement, for items including, but not limited to, site inspections, travel time, travel expenses, 

laboratory analysis, investigations, telephone contacts and time spent preparing summaries, 

reports, notices, correspondence, warrants and hearing packets, and the time expended by the 

code enforcement officer or designee to calculate the above costs and prepare itemized invoices. 

ñAuthorized growerò means any person, including a person with an identification card, primary 

caregiver, or qualified patient, who is authorized by state law to grow cannabis for personal 

medical or non-medical use in compliance with local and state laws that authorize such cannabis 

cultivation. 

ñCannabis,ò ñmarijuanaò ñmedical cannabis,ò ñmedical marijuana,ò and/or ñmarijuana productsò 

shall be used interchangeably and means all parts of the plant Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, 

Cannabis indica, or Cannabis ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, 

whether crude or purified, extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, 

manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. ñCannabisò 

also means the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from cannabis. ñCannabisò 

does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made 

from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or 

preparation of the mature stalks (except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the 

sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination. For the purpose of this Chapter, 

ñcannabisò does not mean ñindustrial hempò as defined by Section 11018.5 of the Health and 

Safety Code. 

ñCannabis plantò means any mature or immature cannabis plant (and/or cannabis plant clone), or 

any cannabis seedling, unless otherwise specifically provided herein. 
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ñOutdoorò or ñoutdoorsò means any location within the City of Colfax that is not within a fully 

enclosed and secure structure or accessory structure as defined herein. 

ñParcelò means a ñlegal parcelò as defined herein and a property assigned a separate parcel 

number by the Placer County assessor. 

ñPersonò means any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, association, joint stock 

company, corporation, limited liability company, cooperative or combination of the above in 

whatever form or character. 

ñPremisesò means a single, legal parcel of property that includes an occupied legal residence, 

such as a house, an apartment, a condominium, a mobile home or other similar dwelling, which 

is a dwelling in compliance with the Colfax Municipal Code and has also met the requirements 

of this chapter. Where contiguous legal parcels are under common control or ownership, such 

contiguous legal parcels shall be counted as a single ñpremisesò for purposes of this chapter. 

ñPrimary caregiverò shall have the meaning set forth in Health and Safety Code Section 

11362.7(d), as may be amended. 

ñPrivate residenceò means a house, a duplex, an apartment unit, a condominium, a townhouse, a 

mobile home or other similar dwelling or premises. 

ñQualified patientò shall have the meaning set forth in Health and Safety Code Section 

11362.7(f), as may be amended. 

ñRecommendationò means a written current recommendation signed by a licensed California 

physician pursuant to Health and Safety Code Sections 11362.5 and 11362.7. 

ñResidential treatment facilityò means a facility provided for treatment of drug and alcohol 

dependency, including any ñsober living facilityò run by treatment providers for the benefit of 

transitional living. 

ñSchoolò means an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, providing 

instruction in kindergarten or any grades 1 through 12. 

ñYouth centerò means any public or private facility that is primarily used to host recreational or 

social activities for minors, including, but not limited to, private youth membership organizations 

or clubs, social service teenage club facilities, video arcades, or similar amusement park 

facilities.  

17.162.040 Outdoor Personal Cannabis Cultivation 

A. When authorized by state law, an authorized grower shall be allowed to cultivate 

cannabis outdoors for personal use only, subject to the regulations in this chapter and elsewhere 

in the Colfax Municipal Code and the following restrictions: 
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 7. The personal cultivation of cannabis is concealed/secured so that it is not visible 

from the exterior of the private residence or accessory structure, the parcel, the public right-of-

way, and/or neighboring properties, and is not accessible by underaged occupants or the general 

public; and 

 8. The area for the cultivation of cannabis shall not adversely affect the health or 

safety of the occupants of the private residence or the parcel or any other property by creating 

dust, glare, heat, noise, noxious gasses, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, mold, or other impacts, 

and shall not be maintained to constitute a hazard due to use or storage of materials, processes, 

products or wastes; and 

 9. All indoor personal cultivation is in accordance with applicable regulations set 

forth in the Colfax Municipal Code and any codes incorporated therein, and the regulations in 

this chapter; and 

 10. All indoor personal cultivation which exists prior to the enactment of this 

ordinance must be in compliance with applicable regulations set forth in the Colfax Municipal 

Code and any codes incorporated therein, and the regulations in this chapter. 

B. It is hereby declared to be unlawful, a public nuisance and a violation of this chapter for 

any person owning, leasing, occupying, or having charge or possession of any parcel within the 

City of Colfax to cause or allow such parcel to be used for the indoor personal cultivation of 

cannabis, unless the person is authorized by state law to grow cannabis, and such authorized 

grower is complying with all requirements of this chapter. 

C. A public nuisance may also be deemed to exist, if such activity produces: (1) odors which 

are disturbing to people of normal sensitivity residing or present on adjacent or nearby property 

or areas open to the public; (2) repeated responses to the parcel or residence from enforcement 

officers; (3) a repeated disruption to the free passage of persons or vehicles in the immediate 

neighborhood, (4) excessive noise which is disturbing to people of normal sensitivity on adjacent 

or nearby property or areas open to the public; or (5) any other impacts on the neighborhood 

which are disruptive of normal activity in the area.   

17.162.060  Commercial Cannabis Activity Prohibited. 

Commercial cannabis activity, as defined, within the City of Colfax is prohibited except as 

expressly permitted by this chapter or as otherwise allowed by Colfax Municipal Code Chapter 

5.32.  

17.162.070  Permit Requirements 

Commercial cannabis activity, as defined, is permitted in the City only as expressly provided by 

this chapter and Chapter 5.32 as periodically amended. 

 

17.162.080  Locational Limitations 
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not have actual or constructive notice of the existence of that violation; and (3) prior to the 

nuisance abatement hearing, the property owner initiates and pursues, with due diligence, good 

faith efforts, to meet the requirements of this code. In his or her decision, the hearing officer may 

compromise the amount of any administrative penalties. When determining whether to 

compromise any penalty amount, the hearing officer shall take into consideration the nature, 

circumstances, and gravity of the violation(s), any prior history of violations, the degree of 

culpability, the financial burden to the person(s) upon whom the penalty has been imposed, the 

degree to which the proposed compromise will facilitate collection of the penalties without the 

need for further legal action, and any other matters justice may require. If at the time of the 

hearing the nuisance has yet to be abated, the decision shall state that the administrative penalties 

shall continue to accrue as specified in subsections A through F of this section until the nuisance 

is abated. The decision of the hearing officer shall be final and conclusive on the date the 

decision is deposited in the mail. 

H. Any decision regarding the amount of administrative penalties imposed by a hearing 

officer pursuant to this chapter may be appealed by any aggrieved person to the Colfax City 

Council as follows: 

 1. Appeal Subject. Any appeal under this section shall be limited to the amount of 

administrative penalties imposed by the hearing officer. 

 2. Timing and Form of Appeal. An appeal must be filed within ten (10) days from 

the date the decision was deposited in the mail. Appeals filed more than ten (10) days after the 

decision was deposited in the mail shall not be accepted for filing. A notice of appeal shall be in 

writing, shall include a detailed statement of the factual and/or legal grounds upon which the 

appeal is being taken and shall include a copy of the decision of the hearing officer. The appeal 

shall be accompanied by the filing fee set by the most current City fee schedule. 

 3. Filing and Processing. An appeal shall be filed with the City Clerk, who shall 

process the appeal pursuant to this section, including scheduling the matter before the City 

Council. The Colfax City Council may designate a subcommittee of two or three members to 

hear and rule upon any appeal provided for in this section. 

 4. Effect of Filing. In the event of an appeal under this section, only the decision as 

to the amount of the administrative penalties shall be set aside and have no effect until final 

action by the appeal body pursuant to this section. The appeal shall have no effect on any other 

factual or legal determination of the hearing officer. 

 5. Report and Scheduling of Hearing. When an appeal has been filed under this 

section, the City Manager, or designee, shall prepare a report on the matter and shall schedule the 

matter for consideration by the City Council (or subcommittee so designated) after completion of 

the report. 

 6. This Section intentionally omitted.  








