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COMMERCIAL BUILDING STYLES 

Gold Rush/Early Western Style (circa 1860-1915) 
Most of the commercial buildings in the Historic Core were built during this period. 
Even though subsequent renovations have modified the appearance of some build­
ings, many of the defining characteristics are still evident. These include: 

•  One to one-and-one-half stories in height 

•  Gable roof or flat roof with false front 

•  Brick or veneer walls 

•  Decorative parapet and cornice 

•  Recessed entries with decorative tile 
work 

•  Portico with shed awnings on wooden 
posts 

•  Period door and window hardware 
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3.4 SIGNAGE  
3.4.1  Signs consistent with the historic character and 

proportions of the buildings are encouraged. 
Signs should not overpower the building or 
obscure any significant architectural features. 

3.4.2 Permanent signs should be for the purpose of 
identifying businesses or historic building names 
only. No permanent signs displaying advertiSing 
or promotions should be permitted. 

3.4.3 The number, forma, and size of signs must 
comply with the regulation of the City of Colfax 
sign ordinance. 

3.4.4 Signs should not exceed an area more than 2/3 the width of the storefront. 

3.4.5 New buildings with multiple businesses should have a coordinated sign 
program for the entire building. 

3.4.6 Signs utilizing day-glo colors, back or interior lighting, or made of plastic are 
not allowed in the Historic District. Signs with neon lights or movable 
lettering should not be allowed, unless historically appropriate for the 
building as documented in historic photographs or accounts. 

3.4.7 Sandwich boards, if allowed, should be limited to one per business and 
should only be displayed during hours the business is open. These signs 
should be placed so as not to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular access. 
Temporary signs shall be constructed of materials and colors appropriate to 
the Historic District. 

3.4.8 Hanging signs are encouraged and should maintain a minimum clearance of 
seven (7) feet above grade as feasible. 

3.4.9 Preservation or restoration of historic wall paintings is encouraged. 

3.4.10 Window and door lettering should not cover more than 25% of the glass 
area. Recommended typefaces are described in the City of Colfax Design Historic wall paintings and signs
Guidelines. should be preserved. 

Wooden signs consistent with the character of the building. 
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4.3  POCKET PARKS AND OPEN 
SPACE 
4.3.1  Special attention should be given to areas where  

the community can gather in large or small  
groups. These areas should focus on creating  
both intimate and large gathering areas with  
public amenities such as tables, benches, drink­ 
ing fountains, shade shelters, play areas and  
other uses as specified by the local community.  

4.3.2 Furnishings and art pieces for these gathering  
areas should reflect the local community style  
with an emphasis on The Gold Rush and Victo­ The gazebo, caboose, and entry
rian Eras. arch are al/ defining features of the 

open space in the Historic District. 

A clock or other vertical sculptural element can 
serve as the focal point ofa gathering area. 
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the underlying zone designation. The purpose of the Historic District overlayzone is to maintain the historic resources of Colfax while also 
enhancing the city's character and visual appearance. Propos,ed new development and certain renovations to existing buildings within the Historic 
District are subject to design review per Title 17, Chapter 17.96 of the Municipal Code, which directs conformance with the Colfax Design 
Guidelines as a means of preserving the these values. 

The zoning designations underlying the Historic District overlay include Commercial Retail (C-R), Industrial (I-L), Single-family Residential (R-1-5 
and R-1-10), and Multi-family Residential (RM-1 and RM-2). Each of these plays an important role in contributing to the economic vitality of the 
Historic Core. The C-R and I-L zoned parcels allow for various business enterprises that provide jobs and contribute to the City's sales tax base. 
The residential zoned parcels provide a local base of customers for these bUsinesses as well as nearby housing for employees. However, since all 
of the parcels in the Historic Core are zoned for commercial uses, consideration of economic opportunities for the Historic Core must be consistent 
with the uses allowed under this zoning designation. 

Commercial Retail 
The City of Colfax General Plan states the purpose of the commercial retail district (C-R) is "to provide for areas in the center of the city and in 
other appropriate locations where shopping centers may be established to serve surrounding residential neighborhoods and the outlying districts. 
The regulations of this district are designed to promote a combination of retail and service facilities to meet the needs of residents of the 
surrounding area." 

The range of permitted uses includes retail stores, service businesses, professional offices, restaurants, bars, theaters, business and technical 
schools, and parking for passenger vehicles. A single residential living area with no more than five dwelling units is also allowed provided it is 
attached or incorporated with the commercial structure and is architecturally consistent. 

The zoning ordinance also allows for a number of conditional uses. These include public or quasi-public uses, service stations, hotels and motels, 
meeting facilities, establishments providing live music and dancing, cabinet shops, warehouses, and churches. 

The current land uses generally comply with these allowed uses, with the exception of two residences not associated with a business. 

Future Lancl Use and Zoning 
The City of Colfax is currently revising its General Plan and the land use designations for parcels within its Planning Area. The proposed Land Use 
Map shows the parcels in the Historic Core with a Mixed Use (MU) designation. The Mixed Use designation generally allows a variety of land uses 
to create a pedestrian-oriented neighborhood in which residents, visitors, and workers can walk to jobs, shops, and services. The implementation 
of this Mixed Use designation will require changes in the City's zoning code to regulate specific aspects of new development and redevelopment. 
However, the current land uses in the Historic Core are already pedestrian-oriented and maintaining this characteristic will be an important aspect 
of economic development for the area. The proposed Mixed Use designation would also eliminate the inconsistency of the existing residential land 
uses within the Historic Core. Specific policies will be needed as part of implementing the Mixed Use designation to address potential conflicts 
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The design of the Railroad Museum could also be integrated with space to provide transit center 
capacity for buses, tour vehicles, and shuttles to recreation destinations, building on the identity of 
Colfax as a transportation hub. 

Colfax Recreation Resource Center 
Colfax is ideally located to provide a gateway to 
Sierra recreation for the greater Bay Area and 
Sacramento regional markets. If a Colfax 
Recreation Resource Center were established in 
Colfax, it could serve as multi-purpose facility 
encouraging recreation tourism while selling goods 
and support services. Shuttles could transport 
visitors from the Center to trailheads for cycling, 
rafting, and hiking, or for day trips to the ski slopes. 
Center employees could also provide day trip 

Reclaimed railroad signal bridges could be 
incorporated in streetscape improvements as 
gateway features. 

planning, workshops, and guide services. The 
Center could also include interpretive displays and 
hold events to educate visitors about recreation 
safety, local history. and environmental resources. 

The presence of such a facility would help create demand for goods and services provided by local 
recreation outfitters, as well as increase demand for restaurants and lodging. In order for a Rafting on local rivers is a popular recreational activity 

Recreation Resource Center to become a reality, it will be important to start building local and enjoyed by many regional visitors. 

regional awareness of Colfax as a center for outdoor recreation as soon as possible. For example, 
the Colfax Museum and Colfax Visitor Center could provide more recreation information to travelers to encourage visitation for this purpose. The 
City could also devote part of its web site to promoting recreational resources in the area, perhaps in collaboration with other public and private 
recreation providers in the area. 

Special Events ana Festivals 
The Historic Core is already the site for several major festivals each year in Colfax, including Winterfest, Colfax Independence Day, and the 
Railroad Days Festival. Tremendous local community support is evident in the coordination and attendance of these events. Local businesses, the 
Colfax Area Chamber of Commerce, and Colfax Pride, Inc. are also working to develop other events to attract tourism, such as the Hot Rod Show, 
the Cruise Ins, and the Colfax Cider, Wine and Food Tour. However, given the proximity of Colfax to the major population centers in the Central 
Valley and Bay Area, there is potential to attract more visitors to the community for these and other events such as concerts and theater 
productions if suitable venues can be identified. Event scheduling and promotion also needs to be coordinated so that Colfax events are not 
competing for visitation on the same days as other regional events. The nature of events and festivals should be unique to Colfax in some 
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•  APN: 
006-043-013-000 

•  Address: 
140 Main Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 

•  Owner: 
Union Pacific 
Railroad Company 

•  Building Name: Colfax Feed &Hay 
•  Current Use: Colfax Feed & Hay Warehouse/storage 
•  Building Age: Unknown 
•  Architectural Style: N/A 
•  Building SF: 2,720 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: Unknown 
• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: Not available 
• Land SF: 4.71 acre 
• *Land Value: Not available 
•  Notable Property Features: Property has several out­

buildings and equipment throughout. 
•  Vehicular Access: Unpaved road 
•  ADA Access: None 
•  Opportunities: Train museum; improve landscape ad­

jacent to Main Street. 
•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: None 

•  APN: 
006-066-009-000 

•  Address: 
25 S. Main Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 

•  Owner: 
Edward F, Connie S., 
Robert P., and Robert 
P. Marson 

•  Building Name: Marson's of Colfax 
•  Current Use: Marson's of Colfax Clothing/Shoe Store 
•  Building Age: Circa 1865 
•  Architectural Style: Early Western 
•  Building SF: 2,500 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: Unknown 
• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: $49,144 
• Land SF: .067 acre 
• *Land Value: $10,341 
•  Notable Property Features: Building appears to be in 

good shape. Signage on side of building. 
•  Vehicular Access: Very good. Parking in front. 
•  ADA Access: Nearby 
•  Opportunities: Good window space for signs and view 

of merchandise. 
•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: Adjacent to open space/ park parcel. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer County Tax 
City of Colfax Historic Core Inventory Assessor's office-January 2008 data. 



• Building Name: Unknown 

• APN:•  APN: 
006-066-010-000 006-066-011-000 

•  Address:•  Address: 
27 S. Main Street 33 S. Main Street 

Colfax, CA 95713 Colfax, CA 95713 
•  Owner:•  Owner: 

Way West Properties City of Colfax 

•  Current Use: Basement Wines 
•  Building Age: 1915 
•  Architectural Style: Early 20th Century Commercial 
•  Building SF: 1.850 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: 2000 most recent 

improvements. 
• # Stories: 2 
• *Structure Value: $179,948 
• Land SF: .053 acre 
• *Land Value: $33,738 
•  Notable Property Features: Great window space. 
•  Vehicular Access: Good. Parking in front. 
•  ADA Access: Yes. Ramp next door. 
•  Opportunities: Business draws customers to happy 

hour from 4-5 weekdays. Serves pizza, chili and sand­
wiches. Wine tasting and sales. Landscape improve­
ments. 

•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: Lots of cigarette butts lying on the ground out­

side near bench/shrub/tree area. 

•  Building Name: Memorial Hall 
•  Current Use: City Hall 
•  Building Age: 1927 
•  Architectural Style: Early 20th Century Commercial 
•  Building SF: not available. 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: Currently remodel­

ing/ updating. 
• # Stories: 2 
• *Structure Value: Not available 
• Land SF: .086 acre 
• *Land Value: Not available 
•  Notable Property Features: Two story, updated exte­

rior &windows. 
•  Vehicular Access: Good 
•  ADA Access: Yes, w/Handicap parking in front. 
•  Opportunities: Central location, landscape improve­

ments. 
•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: Bench outside is in poor condition. Access 

vents to building crawlspace are loose and need secur­
ing. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer COWlty Tax 
City of Colfax Hist<?ric Core Inventory Assessor's office-January 2008 data. 







• Building Age: 1870 

•  APN: 
006-067-006-000 

•  Address: 
30 N. Main Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 

•  Owner: 
Thomas E. &Vicky 
L. Breslin 

•  Building Name: Colfax 
Drugstore 

•  Current Use: The Funny 
Pharm antique store 

•  Architectural Style: Early Western 
•  Building SF: 1,495 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: 1975 
• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: $115,862 
• Land SF: .053 acre 
• *Land Value: $57,357 
•  Notable Property Features: Strong historical features, 

marble frontage pieces, detailed tile inset @ entry, rustic 
entry door w/screen window above, glass panels above. 

•  Vehicular Access: Acceptable 
•  ADA Access: Acceptable 
•  Opportunities: Lots of windows. 
•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: Nice ceiling inside, store closed during visit. 

Locally owned independent business. 

• Building Age: 1865 

•  APN: 
006-067-007-000 

•  Address: 
24. N. Main Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 

•  Owner: 
lIIinoistown Masonic 
Temple 

•  Building Name: 
Unknown 

•  Current Use: Antiques & 
Collectibles, Colfax 
Lodge (upstairs) 

•  Architectural Style: Early Western 
•  Building SF: 4,515 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: Unknown 
• # Stories: 2 
• *Structure Value: $26,331 
• Land SF: .055 acre 
• *Land Value: $8,558 
•  Notable Property Features: Inset, tall door/window 

openings, w/additional windows above brick facade on 
top below over hang. Wood paneling under windows. 

•  Vehicular Access: Acceptable 
•  ADA Access: Acceptable 
•  Opportunities: Landscape improvements, outdoor 

seating. 
•  Constraints: Double access doors. 
•  Notes: Colfax Lodge @ #14 side door w/hallway. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer County Tax 
City of Colfax Historic Core Inventory Assessor's office-January 2008 data. 





• Building Age: 1865 

• APN:  
006-067-011-000  

•  APN: 
006-071-002-000 

• Address:  
2 N. Main Street  

•  Address: 
10 N. Auburn Street 

Colfax, CA 95713 Colfax, CA 95713 
• Owner:  

Manjiv Raj ET AL  
•  Owner: 

Colfax Telephone 
Exchange  

Market  
•  Building Name: Colfax 

•  Current Use: Colfax Mar­
keVLiquor Store 

• Building Name: Unknown 

•  Architectural Style: Early Western 
•  Building SF: 3.375 
•  ImprovementslYear Remodeled: Unknown, original 

brick on north side, stucco front update, updated win­
dows/doors. 

• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: $110,263 
• Land SF: .065 acre 
• *Land Value: $71,669 
•  Notable Property Features: Fallout shelter in base­

ment. Concrete trash receptacle-non matching wood 
signage. 

•  Vehicular Access: Acceptable 
•  ADA Access: Acceptable 
•  Opportunities: Corner property-exposure. Improve 

planting on corners; paving in streeVcrosswalks. 
•  Constraints: Unknown. 
•  Notes: Anchor business with local patronage. 

•  Current Use: Verizon telephone exchange 
•  Building Age: Unknown-Updated approximately 40 

yrs ago. 
•  Architectural Style: Modern 
•  Building SF: Not available 
•  ImprovementslYear Remodeled: N/A 
• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: Not available 
• Land SF: .119 acre 
• *Land Value: Not available 
•  Notable Property Features: Utility building with con­

nected storage units in back. 
•  Vehicular Access: Acceptable-possible parking in 

adjacent lot in back. 
•  ADA Access: Unknown 
•  Opportunities: Buffering, improving views. 
•  Constraints: Pedestrian layouVflow undesirable. 
•  Notes: Corner of Grass Valley Street and Auburn Ave­

nue. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer COWlty Tax 
City of Colfax Historic Core Inventory Assessor's office-January 2008 data. 











•  APN: • APN: 
006-072-002-000 006-091-006-000 

•  Address: •  Address: 
15 S. Auburn Street 2 Church Street 
Colfax, CA 95713 Colfax, CA 95713 

•  Owner: •  Owner: 
Unknown County of Placer 

•  Building Name: N/A 
•  Current Use: Residence 
•  Building Age: 1927 
•  Architectural Style: Vernacular 
•  Building SF: 1,008 
•  ImprovementslYear Remodeled: Unknown 
• # Stories: Unknown 
• *Structure Value: $187,000 
• Land SF: .179 acre 
• *Land Value: Not available 
•  Notable Property Features: Unknown 
•  Vehicular Access: Unknown 
•  ADA Access: Unknown 
•  Opportunities: Unknown 
•  Constraints: Unknown 
•  Notes: Residence located behind Colfax Hotel. Photo, 

value and building age obtained from Zillow.com. 

•  Building Name: Colfax library 
•  Current Use: Colfax library 
•  Building Age: Circa 1890's 
•  Architectural Style: Mission Revival 
•  Building SF: 3,136 
•  ImprovementslYear Remodeled: Renovation of the 

library is being planned. 
• # Stories: 1 
• *Structure Value: Not available 
• Land SF: .162 acre 
• *Land Value: Not available 
•  Notable Property Features: Ramp at crosswalk and 

along front of building. 
•  Vehicular Access: Good. Parking in back and on 

side. 
•  ADA Access: OK 
•  Opportunities: Across from pocket park. 
•  Constraints: No sidewalk on east side. 
•  Notes: Located on south comer of Main and Church 

Street. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer County Tax 
C!ty of Colfax Historic qore Inventory Assessor's office-January2008 data. 

http:Zillow.com






•  APN: 006-066-021-000 
•  Address: 1 S. Main Street, Colfax, CA 95713 
•  Owner: Donald M. Frisk Trustees 

•  Building Name: Xmex 
•  Current Use: Xmex restaurant (closed), Retail space 

(vacant), Hair Salon, Art Gallery (opening soon), 6 of­
fices on second floor (vacant) 

•  Building Age: 1972 
•  Architectural Style: Contemporary interpretation of 

Early Western 
•  Building SF: 7,392 
•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: 1980's (approx.) 
• # Stories: 2 
• *Structure Value: $287,315 
• Land SF: .169 acre 
• *Land Value: $87,429 

•  Notable Property Features: Prime location at corner of 

E. Grass Valley Road and South Main Street. Some im­
provements recommended to air conditioner and shed 
below unit on the backside of building. Wood siding and 
brick appears in very good condition, building has lots of 
appeal. 

•  Vehicular Access: Great-High traffic corner in pedes­
trian zone, parking in front and side of building. 

•  ADA Access: Good 
•  Opportunities: Landscape and crosswalk improve­

ments, mixed use lease and livel work spaces. 
•  Constraints: Difficult to create separate recognizable 

identities for tenant businesses from street view; Signs of 
vacated businesses should be removed. 

•  Notes: Building has ground floor space for lease; there 
are 6 office spaces upstairs that are also available. 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer County Tax 
City of Colfax Historic Oore Inventory Assessor's office--January 2008 data. 













•  APN: 006-072-001-000 
•  Address: 10 Grass Valley Street, Colfax, CA 95713 
•  Owner: James F. Payne 

•  Building Name: Colfax Hotel; "Gillen" Hotel 
•  Current Use: Vacant 
•  Building Age: 1903 
•  Architectural Style: Colonial Revival with some Queen 

Anne style elements 
•  Building SF: 11,952 

•  ImprovementsNear Remodeled: Unknown 
• # Stories: 3 
• *Structure Value: $617,478 

• Land SF: .316 acre 
• *Land Value: $154,367 

•  Notable Property Features: Free-standing historic 
building, 16 rooms, high ceilings, parking lot and extra 
parking in front, approved plans and zoned CR-H with 
approval for hotel, very visible location, building anchors 
corner, and is in walking distance from station, down­
town. 

•  Vehicular Access: Good, frontage along Railroad 
Street only accessible from the south side. 

•  ADA Access: Good, back of building. 
•  Opportunities: Proximity to 1-80 and railroad station, an 

immediate need for a hotel, facility will function as a draw 
for the Historic Downtown. 

•  Constraints: Substantial cost to complete renovations 
related to building age, historic preservation. 

•  Notes: None 

*Land and structure values obtained from Placer County Tax 
City of Colfax Historic Core Inventory Assessor.'s office--January 2008 data. 
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2. FUNDING FOR THE COLFAX HISTORIC DISTRICT MASTER PLAN  
< 

The finding needed to implement streetscape improvements to the City of Colfax's Historic Core, as well as other elements of the Historic District 
Master Plan will come from a variety of sources. These may include grants from public or private agencies, general fund monies, revenue bonds, 
and donations. 

2.1 Grants 
Save America's Treasures is a national public-private partnership established in 1998 to recognize and protect historic sites and artifacts.  
Grants from this program are administered by the National Park Service and are available for the preservation or conservation of nationally  
significant historic structures or sites, including both historic districts and buildings. Grants are provided as dollar-for-dollar matching grants  
ranging from $125,000 to $700,000.  

Matching grants are available from Preserve America, a Federal initiative, to support community efforts to develop sustainable uses of their 
historic sites, with an emphasis on educational and economic opportunities related to heritage tourism. Cities must be recognized as a "Preserve 
America Community" to be eligible to apply for a Preserve America grant. Grant amounts range from $20,000 to $250,000. 

A number of Federal agencies administer grant programs for transportation or community development. Community Development Block 
Grants are available through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. They can be used for a variety of purposes, but a 
minimum of 70% of the funds received must be used to benefit low- and moderate-income persons. The Federal Highway Administration offers 
transportation enhancement grants for projects that improve the cultural, historic, aesthetic, and environmental aspects of transportation 
infrastructure. 

The National Trust Preservation Fund provides matching grants ranging from $500 to $5,000 dollars for preservation planning and educational 
efforts. Grants ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 are available for projects that preserve or recapture an authentic sense of place from the Johanna 
Favrot Fund for Historic Preservation. Applications for these grants are made through the private, non-profit organization National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, whose western regional office is located in San Francisco. 

Reconnecting America and the Center for Transit-Oriented Development are non-profit organizations that work to promote the preservation 
and expansion of railways and transit-oriented development throughout the United States. Grants may be available to expand the train station and 
improve its connection to the rest of the historic district. 

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy, a state agency, provides both technical and economic assistance for projects to improve the environmental, 
social, and economic well-being of communities in the Sierra Nevada. Revitalization of the Historic Downtown would meet a number of the 
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http://www.sierranevadaconservancy.ca.gov/grants.html
http:http://www.narfoundation.org
http://www.nrhs.com/granUindex.html
http://www.placer.ea.gov/Departments/CEO/Redeve[opment.aspx
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/hpg/downloads/Show_Me_the_Money2009.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/historv/hps/hpg/PreserveAmeriea
http://www.preserveamerica.gov/overview.html
http:http://www.reconnectingamerica.org
http:http://www.saveamericastreasures.org
http:http://ohp.parks.ca.gov
http://www.preservationnation.org/resoureesffind-funding/nonprofit-publio-funding.html





















