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2.0 Land Use Element

Each development must meet these guidelines and be evaluated on an individual basis. This
evaluation could reduce the deasity allowable in hillside areas by thirty to sixty percent (30-
60%). The consultant and City staff estimate that this reduction will be thirty-five percent
(35%) for planning purposes. This will bring a reduction in potential development. These
reductions can be related to population increase as shown in Table 2-8. These reductions can
only be confirmed as each development is evaluated,

— S— S— e —— e — T — e— nnn—
Table 2-8
Potential Population Increase
= S ﬁl
Residential Land Average Vacant Vacant Potential Potential Total
Use Dwelling | Acresin Acresin | Pepulation | Population | Change
Units Per City s01 Increase Increase
Acre {estimated) | in City™* in SO1#*
Low Diensity 225 0 399 0 2,181 2,181
Med. Density 7 97 70 1650 | 12077 | 13727
Med. High Density 12 7 20 104 583 787
Hillside Development (646) 0 (649
(midelines Reduction
Total 19,019
L S — ————

* Population in SO not affected by Hillside Developtent Guidelines.
** 2 43 persons per dwelling unit nsed for population planning,

Additional land use designations have been added to the General Plan Map (Figure 2-
2}. They include the following designations:

Low Density Residential ~ This land use classification is intended for the lowest
density residential areas of the City and its SOI. These areas have limited density due
to topography, infrastructure or other existing restrictions. They are a contiguous part
of the buildout area. The dwelling unit density for this classification are from .1 - 4.0
DU’s per acre. Allowable uses are one and two family residences, care homes, home
occupations, non-profit organtzations, and related activities. Consistent zoning for
these areas include R-1, R-1-10, R-1-20, R-1-5, MHS, RM-1 districts. The City has
no acres in this land use designation. The SOI contains approximately 399 vacant
acres in this land vse designation.

Mediwm Density Residential ~ The medium density residential classification is
intended to designate areas of the city and SOI in which muitiple family housing will
be allowable by right. These areas are conducive to higher density development and
are more efficiently served by City services. The dwelling unit density is 4.1-10.0 units
per acre. Any residential zoning (with some restrictions) is consistent in these areas,
There are approximately 710 acres in the SOI and 97 in the City that are affected

Medium High Density Residential - This medium-high density classification will
allow selected areas of the city and SOI to accommodate higher density apartments,
condominiums and other similar uses, This designation will help the City to meet its
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2.0 Land Use Element

Figure 2.4 Sensitive Habitat Buffer/greenbelt

The Land Use Element defines and designates the general distribution, location and
extent of land uses, including residential, commercial, industry, open space, agriculture, public
service districts and other current and future land uses. It includes standards of population
density and building intensity for the area covered by the plan. Growth within Colfax can be
projected using these standards and densities. This growth includes the development and
maintenance of residential and commercial areas. In Table 2-6 an inventory of vacant fand
within the City shows 104 acres of vacant fand zoned for residential development and 122
acres available for commercial development.

This Land Use Element, when implemented, will direct developrment by defining areas
within the City for medium density and medium high density residential areas { See Figure 2-2).
Density standards are defined for medium density residential as areas that have 4.1 - 10.0
dwelling units (DUSs) per acre. Medium high density residential will accommodate 10.1 - 290
DUs per acre. For future planning, the General Plan uses an average of 7 DUs per acre for
medium density and 12 DUSs per acre for medium high density. There are also potential
changes in inflow due to commercial development. There are 122 acres available for
commercial development . Llsing current data from the City, the approximate eguivalent
dwelling units (EDU’s) for commercial property is 3 per acre. The Colfax Hillside
Development Guidelines must be included in the planning process for future buildout.

Currently there are 686 dwelling units located within the City Limits. Contained within
this chapter are goals, policies and implementation measures that will affect this number, With
changes in the number of dwelling units there will be accompanying increases in commercial
development, This development will use the tnventory of vacant land as well as changes in
current use of developed land. Future growth will also utilize vacant and developed properties
in the SOI. Though the City has no control over the development in the SOI 1t must be
considered as decisions are made and plans implemented. The City’s foothill location provides
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AUGUST 2022

Community members, neighborhood groups and local organizations are encouraged to get involved
in the on-going planning efforts of the City and to participate in the implementation of the General
Plan. By active, thoughtful involvement, residents can be part of the process of shaping the City to
make it an even more active, prosperous, and welcoming city than it is today.

| —

California Government Code requires that the planning agency “render an annual report to the
legislative body (City Council) on the status of the Plan and the progress in its implementation” (Section
65400(b)). State law further requires that the Housing Element be reviewed and updated at least once
every eight (8) years. As part of this review, the City will consider progress in the context of the
indicators presented within this General Plan. Similarly, each year, the Capital Improvements Program
shall be reviewed to ensure the planned infrastructure investments are consistent with this General
Plan.
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1.5 California Environmental Quality Act

As allowed by section 15166 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) this General Plan
contains a programmatic environmental impact report (EIR). As the programmatic EIR will rely upon
policies and implementation measures contained in the General Plan, including the environmental
analysis in the General Plan ensures consistency in implementation and reduces duplication of text.

1.6 Organization of this General Plan

This General Plan is organized into a combination of text, maps, tables, and figures presented in the
following eight Elements:

» Land Use Element. This element of the General Plan establishes and explains the various land
use designations in the City and supports the zoning code regulating development.

»  Community Design Element. The design element provides guidance for building in all areas
of Colfax, including the Historic District.

»  Circulation Element. The circulation element provides both motorized and non-motorized
mobility options in the City.

» Housing Element. The Housing Element demonstrates how the City will meet its Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA).

» Noise Element. Based in part on the traffic information for major streets, the noise element
identifies primary noise sources and sets policy for adjacent land uses.

» Safety Element. The Safety Element includes information on flooding, wildfire, and other
environmental factors that would affect safety in the City.

» Conservation and Open Space Element. This element includes open space and conservation
policies.

I EEE—————————————————————————————————
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»  Environmental Analysis. This chapter, and associated technical appendices, will serve as
the environmental impact as allowed by the CEQA guidelines.

[HEN

This General Plan consists of an officially adopted map (Fig. X-X, Land Use Diagram) and
accompanying text. This text is organized for ease of use and in response to land use issues that may
confront City decision-makers. Except for the Housing Element that follows a state-mandated format,
each Element provides a brief discussion of existing conditions, the expectation of future conditions
and needs, followed by goals, policies, and implementation measures. The goals and policies are
presented by topic, not in order of priority, and numbering is provided for ease of reference. All goals,
policies, and implementation measures should be considered with the same weight regardless of
numbering or location in the General Plan.
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« A Goalis: A general, overall, and ultimate purpose, aim or end toward which the City will direct its
efforts.

« APalicy is: A specific statement of principle or of guiding actions which implies clear commitment
but is not mandatory. It is a general direction that the City will follow to meet its goals and
objectives by undertaking specific action programs. The word “shall" makes mandatory those
policies in which it appears.

« An Implementation Measure is: An action, activity, or strategy carried out in response to an
adopted policy to achieve a specific objective. Policies and implementation measures establish the
"who", "how", and "when" for carrying out the "what" and "where" of goals to which the City
aspires.

I EEE——————————————————————————————————
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The Sphere of Influence (SOI) is adopted by the Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo) as the area of probable physical boundaries and service area for the City. LAFCo adopts a
sphere of influence for every city and district in its jurisdiction, and reviews them periodically. The law
specifies four factors the Commission must take into consideration when determining a sphere of
influence:
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» The present and planned land uses in the area, including agricultural and open-space lands.
» The present and probable need for public facilities and services in the area.

» The present capacity of public facilities and the adequacy of public services that the agency
provides or is authorized to provide.

The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area if the
Commission determines that they are relevant to the agency.

Land must be within the SOI before it can be considered for annexation to the city by LAFCo. As the
SOl is adopted by another public agency, the city's SOI is shown on Figure 2 for informational
purposes only.

2.4 Land Use Pattern

The City of Colfax has a land use pattern that was historically aligned with the railroad, and later to |-
80. The railroad-oriented land uses generally comprise the historic center of the city including the
downtown as shown in Figure 2, Colfax Historic Downtown. Freeway-oriented development caters to
the travelling public and is either near the Canyon Way interchange with I-80, or along the frontage
roads that provide visibility to the interstate. Industrial and commercial land uses are aligned with both
the downtown and interstate depending on their needs.

Buildings in the Downtown (also referred to as the Historic District), and the associated businesses,
have evolved to enhance the pedestrian-oriented character while maintaining the historical elements
of Colfax. Most of the downtown core area architecture preserves the history of the community. A few
buildings have strayed from the past tradition however, most of the buildings embody quality in
construction, craft, and a style the community wants to maintain and replicate. The architectural
elements and features in Colfax have a distinct character which is recognizable in many historic town
centers throughout the Sierra foothill communities. Homes are generally closer together near the
downtown as many of the parcels are smaller. Larger parcels toward the periphery of the city reflect
the rural history of the city and tend toward homes that are further apart and considered a “lower
density” than those near the downtown. The character of residential development in more rural areas
includes space between buildings and open fencing, allowing for greater visibility lending to the rural
character.

I EEE—————————————————————————————————
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Development consistent with the Land Use Diagram is implemented through the City's zoning
regulations as each land use designation has compatible zoning districts. Because land use
designations are intentionally broad, more than one zoning district can be used for implementation.
The land use designation provides general guidance and vision, while the zoning districts provide
detailed development standards such as permitted or conditionally permitted land uses, building
heights, setbacks, lot coverage, and parking requirements.
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2.7.1 Development Standards

Development standards are legal standards of density for residential uses and standards of building
intensity for non-residential and mixed use. The following explains how these standards operate.

Density. Standards of building intensity for residential uses are stated as a range (i.e,, minimum and
maximum) of allowable number of dwelling units per gross acre. The diagram below shows various
building configurations representing different density ranges. Standards of population density can be
determined based on an assumption of persons per household.

Floor Area-Ratio (FAR). Standards of building intensity for nonresidential uses, such as mixed-use,
commercial, and industrial development, are stated as a range (i.e., minimum and maximum) of FARs.
In the case of mixed-use developments that include residential uses, the FAR includes residential
building square footage, and the development must meet both FAR and residential density standards.

A FAR is the gross building area on a site, excluding structured parking, to the net developable area
of the site. The net developable area is the total area of a site

excluding portions that cannot be developed (e.g., right-of-way,

public parks). A site includes all contiguous parcels that will share

parking or access. For example, on a lot with 25,000 square feet

of land area, a FAR of 0.50 will allow 12,500 square feet of useable

building floor area to be built, regardless of the number of stories

in the building (e.g., 6,250 square feet per floor on two floors or

12,500 square feet on one floor). On the same 25,000- square-

foot lot, a FAR of 1.00 would allow 25,000 square feet of useable

floor area, and a FAR of 2.00 would allow 50,000 square feet of

useable floor area. The diagram below shows various building configurations representing FARs of
0.50, 1.00, and 2.00.

I EEE—————————————————————————————————
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2.8 Land Use Designations

Table 1 summarizes the existing land uses in Colfax, their allowed density and intensity, as well as their distribution.

Residential Designations

TABLE 1

LAND USE DESIGNATIONS

Low-Density Residential (LDR) Single-Family
This designation allows for Residence (R-1-5, 1=4 Units per Acre 60.75 134.5
single-family homes. R-1-10, R-1-20)
Medium-Density Residential
(MDR) Multi-Famil
, , , ulti-Family ~ .
This de5|gnat|o.n allows dptached Residence (RM-1) 4-10 Units per Acre 9.88 246.4
and attached single-family
dwellings.
Medium High-Density
Residential (MHDR)
This designation provides for Multi-Family 10-29 Units per 597 1230

multifamily residential units,
including townhouses,
condominiums, and apartments.

Residence (RM-2)

Acre

Mixed Use Designations

[insert text]

XX-XX FAR

N

—
Q
>
Q
C
1%2]
D

City of Colfax Draft General Plan

Page 2-9 g




































AUGUST 2022

3.2.6 Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines establish criteria for determining the
significance of transportation impacts as they would affect greenhouse gas emissions and air quality.
Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) estimates the number of vehicle miles needed by resident in the city for
work, recreation, and services, and compares the estimate against local or statewide figures. The intent
is to reduce the amount of VMT by providing mobility options such as trails, public transit, dedicated
paths, and through design by ensuring that homes and services are close enough to encourage active
transportation." Active transportation is human-powered mobility, primarily walking or bicycling.
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The previous level of service (LOS) metric remains important to determining when roadways should
be expanded, but LOS is no longer a threshold for determining environmental impacts. Because LOS
remains an important planning tool, the City will retain LOS as a general plan policy but will also adopt
VMT standards to evaluate new development. Because of the rural nature of the city, and the lack of
regular transit options, the VMT reduction strategies available to the city are limited. There are valid
methods of reducing VMT such as connecting sidewalks and trails and making it easier for residents
to park once and run several errands. Other means of reducing VMT include encouraging infill
development near services, allowing mixed use where commercial and residential uses can share a
building or a property, and supporting a vibrant downtown.

3.3 Future Circulation Conditions

Future circulation needs and improvements must be based on the impacts of the land use plan for
the entire planning area. The land use plan forecasts future population and its impact on circulation.
New development consistent with the General Plan may cause an increase in traffic on affected streets
and roadways that could lead to the roadway being widened, or intersection improvements such as
signals, timing changes, or redesign. Even with a reduction of VMT realized through land use design
and connectivity, it is likely that future development will lead to additional traffic on all the roadways
in Colfax.

3.4 Future Road Design

The wide roads of more urban areas are often difficult to achieve in Colfax because of existing
buildings, topography, or simply that wide roads in some areas would be counter to the needs of the
residents. While curb, gutter, and sidewalk with streetlights, and traffic signals may be appropriate in
the downtown or busy commercial areas, a more rural road design with minimal improvements, only
the road and individual driveway approaches may be reasonable in low traffic volume areas. The

! Active transportation directly replaces motor vehicle miles traveled, so these modes are effective at conserving
fuel, reducing vehicle emissions, bridging the first- and last-mile gap, and improving individual and public health.
Bicycles, electric bikes, wheelchairs, scooters, and even walking are all considered active transportation.
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7.2 Existing Conditions

This section outlines the existing hazardous conditions and other public safety issues in Colfax,
including fire (urban and wildland), drought, severe weather, extreme heat, seismic hazards, geologic
hazards, hazardous materials/wastes, and crime. This section provides details pertaining to probable
locations where each hazard or issue is likely to occur (per availability of data), past notable events in
and around Colfax, agencies responsible for providing protection from these public safety issues, and
other background information as required by the state.

7.2.1 Fire

Fire hazards can come in the form of both wildfires and urban fires. California is recognized as one of
the most fire-prone and consequently fire-adapted landscapes in the world. The combination of
complex terrain, Mediterranean climate, and productive natural plant communities, along with ample
natural ignition sources, has created conditions for extensive wildfires. Wildfire is an ongoing concern
for communities in Placer County. Generally, the fire season extends from early spring through late
fall of each year during the hotter, dryer months. Fire conditions arise from a combination of high
temperatures, low moisture content in the air and fuel, an accumulation of vegetation, and high winds.

Three types of fires are of concern to the City of Colfax: (1) wildfires, (2) wildland-urban interface fires,
and (3) to a lesser extent, structural fires.

Wildfire

Wildfires occur on mountains, hillsides, and grasslands. Vegetation, wind, temperature, humidity, and
slope are all factors that affect how these fires spread. In the planning area, native vegetation, such as
chaparral, sage, and grassland provide fuel that allows fire to spread easily across large tracts of land.
These plant species are capable of regeneration after a fire, making periodic wildfires a natural part
of the ecology of these areas. The climate of the Colfax region keeps the grass dry and more readily
combustible during fire season. Steep slopes bring grass and brush within reach of upward flames
while impeding the access of fire-fighting equipment. Seasonal drought conditions exacerbate fire
hazards.

Wildland-Urban Interface Fires

The wildland-urban interface is an area where buildings and infrastructure (e.g., cell towers, schools,
water supply facilities) are in or adjacent to areas prone to wildfire. Wildfires and urban interface fires
have occurred close to or encroached into the city, especially in the heavily fueled areas. In the
wildland-urban interface, efforts to prevent ignitions and limit wildfire losses hinge on hardening
structures and creating defensible space through a multi-faceted approach, which includes
engineering, enforcement, education, emergency response, and economic incentive.
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Wildfire is a constant threat to the City of Colfax. Wildfire and wildland-urban interface fires occur
relatively frequently. The entire city and surrounding areas are at a very high threat of wildfire. Figure
1 shows the wildfire risk zones in and around Colfax, and Figure 2 shows the parcels in the very high
severity zones.

Structural Fires

Urban fires occur in built-up environments, destroying buildings and other human-made structures.
These disasters are often due to faulty wiring or mechanical equipment, combustible construction
materials, or the absence of fire alarms and sprinkler systems. Structural fires have been due largely
to human accidents, although deliberate fires (arson) may be a cause of some events. Older buildings
that lack modern fire safety features may face greater risk of damage from fires. To minimize fire
damage and loss, the City’s Fire Code, based on the State Fire Code, sets standards for building and
construction. It requires the provision of adequate water supply for firefighting, fire retardant
construction, and minimum street widths, among other things. Fire prevention awareness programs
and fire drills are conducted to train residents to respond quickly and correctly to reduce injury and
losses during fires.

Fire Responsibility Areas

In and around Colfax, different organizations all have some responsibility for wildfire protection in
different areas. These responsibility areas are codified under state law into three categories: local
responsibility areas (LRASs), state responsibility areas (SRAs), and federal responsibility areas (FRAS).

» LRAs are areas protected by local agencies, including city and county fire departments, local
fire protection districts, and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL
FIRE) when under contract to local governments. Most land in the City of Colfax is an LRA.

» SRAs are areas where CAL FIRE has responsibility for wildfire protection. SRAs are generally
unincorporated areas that are not federally owned, are undeveloped, and are covered by
wildland vegetation or rangeland. Most of the land around Colfax city limits is an SRA.

FRAs are areas that are managed by a federal agency, including the U.S. Forest Service, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. The federally-owned
open space along the American River is an FRA.
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FIGURE 2
PARCELS IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES
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Source: California Department l:fand Fire (CALFIRE); ESRI, 2020.
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Elderly persons, small children, chronic invalids, those on certain medications or drugs, and persons
with weight and alcohol problems are particularly susceptible to heat reactions. The elderly and
individuals below the poverty level are the most vulnerable to extreme heat. Nursing homes and elder
care facilities are especially vulnerable to extreme heat events if power outages occur, and air
conditioning is not available. In addition, individuals below the poverty level may be at increased risk
to extreme heat if use of air conditioning is not affordable. Extreme heat can also affect the agricultural
industry.

In the foothills of Placer County, monthly average maximum temperatures in the warmest months
(May through October) range from the mid-70s to the low 90s. From late spring through fall, it is not
unusual for temperatures to exceed 90°F and higher. The highest recorded daily extreme was 118°F
in August of 1933. In a typical year, maximum temperatures exceed 90°F on 89 days.

Potential Changes to Extreme Heat in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

Likely — Extreme heat occurs on an annual basis, most commonly at the peak of the summer season.
From late spring through fall, days with temperatures exceeding 90°F and higher will increase.

Climate Change and Extreme Heat

The warmer temperatures brought on by climate change are likely to cause an increase in extreme
heat events. Depending on the location and emissions levels, the number of extreme heat days is
expected to rise. According to the state Cal-Adapt database, cooler areas may see about as many
extreme heat days as warmer areas. Overall, Colfax is expected to see an increase in the average daily
high temperatures. Although the temperature increases may appear modest, the projected high
temperatures are substantially greater than historical norms. These increases also make it more likely
that an above-average high temperature will cross the extreme heat threshold. As temperatures
increase, Colfax will face increased risk of death from dehydration, heat stroke, heat exhaustion, heart
attack, stroke and respiratory distress caused by extreme heat.

7.2.5 Seismic and Geologic Hazards

Seismic and geologic hazards are risks caused by the movement of different parts of the Earth’s crust,
or surface. Seismic hazards are the hazards associated with potential earthquakes in a particular area.
Geologic hazards are other hazards involving land movements that are not linked to seismic activity
and are capable of inflicting harm to people or property.

Seismic Hazards

The City of Colfax is in a seismically active region, and there is a high potential that the area will be
subject to at least moderate earthquakes one or more times over the next century. Seismic activity
causes pressure to build up along a fault, and the release of pressure results in ground shaking. This
shaking itself is known as an earthquake. Earthquakes can also trigger other hazards, including surface

Page 7-14 City of Colfax Draft General Plan





















SEPTEMBER 2022

Potential Changes to Hazardous Materials in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

Unlikely — The Union Pacific Railroad line passes through the City of Colfax. Hazardous materials are
regularly shipped via the rail line and, while unlikely based on past occurrences, an incident involving
a rail accident within the City could have devastating effects.

The City has little control over the types of materials that are shipped via the rail line. With regard to
government activities, the content of shipments may be confidential for reasons of security and/or is
generally unknown to the City. While the City has little influence over the types of material transported
via the rail line, the potential for rail incidents can be reduced by ensuring that at-grade crossings
within the City are operating in a safe and effective manner. |-80 passes through the City as well. This
is a designated Cal Trans haz-mat route.

Climate Change and Hazardous Materials

Climate change is unlikely to affect hazardous materials transportation incidents. However, increases
in the frequency and intensity of severe storms may create a greater risk of hazardous materials
releases during these events.

7.2.7 Crime

Crime and other acts of violence undermine the community's sense of security and threaten public
safety. As Colfax develops, the increasing concentration of population will bring increasing criminal
activities, although not necessarily increasing the crime rate (number of crimes per 1,000 population).
While it is expected that individuals will take normal precautions to protect themselves from danger,
the City provides additional protection from harm brought on by the malicious intent of others. Police
protection in the City of Colfax is provided by Placer County Sheriff's Department. In an agreement
that began in 1996, the City contracted with the County to supply all law enforcement services
including patrol, detectives, juvenile services, traffic enforcement, and traffic accident investigation.
The County provides service on a 24 hour per day basis. The Sheriff's Department plays a significant
role in the safety and quality of life within the community. Some of the Police Department’s crime
prevention programs include Business Watch, Crime Stoppers, Identify Theft, Chaplaincy, Megan's
Law, National Night Out, and Neighborhood Watch.
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Implementation Measures

7.3.4.A Work with the Placer County Sheriff’s Department to address law enforcement
personnel needs in Colfax resulting from future population growth.

7.3.4B Work with the Placer County Sheriff’s Department to evaluate new project design
to reduce the potential for crime. The City and Sheriff’s Department may draft
and adopt a set of objective design standards for use by project applicants
during project design and by City staff during permit and plan review.

7.3.4.C Coordinate with the Placer County Sheriff Department to continue its Citizens
Awareness Academy and Neighborhood-Business Watch Program.

GOAL 7.35 Reduced likelihood of hazardous materials release, exposure, and
contamination in Colfax.

Policy 7.3.5.1  Maintain a record of all businesses and sites in Colfax with hazardous
materials to be filed with the Colfax Fire Department.

Policy 7.3.5.2  Encourage commercial or industrial development using hazardous materials
in areas away from residential uses and discourage commercial and industrial
development using hazardous materials in areas of identified wildfire risk.

Policy 7.3.5.3  Collaborate with other cities/towns, Placer County, and regional hazardous
waste management organizations to limit the risk of hazardous materials
release.

Policy 7.3.5.4  Reduce the risk of exposure to hazardous materials in Colfax.

Implementation Measures

7.35A Discourage new uses of hazardous materials within identified wildland fire risk
areas or within a 0.25-mile radius. New hazardous material uses within a 0.25-
mile radius of residences shall include a green buffer around property.

7.35A Require the proper storage and disposal of hazardous materials to prevent
leakage, potential explosions, fire, or the release of harmful fumes. The City shall
maintain information channels to the residential and business communities
about the illegality of dumping hazardous materials and waste in the storm drain
system or in creeks.

GOAL 7.3.6 City and ecological resiliency to climate change hazards.

Policy 7.3.6.1  Encourage collaboration with regional organizations and agencies to
increase resilience.
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Policy 7.3.6.2

Policy 7.3.6.3

Policy 7.3.6.4

7.3.6.A

7.3.6.B

7.3.6.C

7.3.6.D

7.3.6.E

7.3.6.F

7.3.6.G

7.3.6.H

7.3.6.

Ensure that there are safe places for community members to gather during
hazardous events like extreme heat.

Coordinate with Placer County Water Agency to reduce drought risks and
ensure Colfax has a healthy and reliable water supply.

Reduce health and economic risks associated with extreme heat and human
health hazards.

Implementation Measures

Coordinate climate resiliency efforts with the Capital Region Climate Readiness
Collaborative, the Sierra Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Partnership, and
other regional bodies.

Engage in partnerships and support local and regional interagency efforts to
assess climate change impacts and to develop and implement strategies that
increase resilience of vulnerable ecosystems.

Work with regional, state, and federal plant and wildlife management agencies
and organizations to protect vulnerable habitat and improve ecosystem
connectivity.

Work to ensure that its facilities used as cooling centers or resilience hubs are
equipped with backup power supplies, including on-site renewable energy
generation and energy storage systems.

Provide shaded areas, air conditioners, and other features at City community
centers, parks, and other outdoor spaces that can offer refuge from extreme heat
and weather events.

Continue to promote water conservation programs to reduce water use in the
City of Colfax.

Support and cooperate with the Placer County Water Agency during updates to
its urban water management plan to support ongoing efforts to plan for
sustainable, long-term drinking water supply for City residents and businesses.

Encourage projects that include landscaping to use plants that will continue to
be viable in the area under long-term future climate conditions.

Coordinate with Placer County Public Health Department to ensure that free or
reduced-cost vaccinations for vector-borne diseases are widely available for
Colfax residents.
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