
Colfax City Council Meetings are ADA compliant. If you need disability-related modification or 
accommodation including auxiliary aids or services to participate in this meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk at (530) 346-2313 at least 72 hours prior to make arrangements for ensuring your accessibility. 

January 18, 2023 
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City Council Meeting 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 33 SOUTH MAIN STREET, COLFAX, CA 

Mayor Trinity Burruss Ö Mayor Pro Tem Marnie Mendoza 
Councilmembers Ö David Ackerman Ö Kim Douglass Ö Sean Lomen 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
January 23, 2023 

Public Workshop Session 11:00 AM 
This Special Meeting of the City Council is being held pursuant to Government Code 

Section 54953(e) which authorizes meetings to be held by teleconference. The 
Governor’s proclaimed state of emergency remains in effect and the City Council has 
made or will make the legal findings necessary to hold meetings by teleconference. 

You may access the meeting and address the Council by any of the following means: 
ZOOM at  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81807877649 

Dial in by calling one of the numbers listed below and enter the Webinar ID: 
818 0787 7649 

1 (669) 900-6833 1 (346) 248-7799 1 (312) 626-6799 
1 (929) 205-6099 1 (253) 215-8782 1 (301) 715-8592 

Facebook Live on our City of Colfax page: City of Colfax, California. You may also submit 
written comments to the City Clerk via email at city.clerk@colfax-ca.gov, via regular mail to 

P.O. Box 702, Colfax CA 95713, or by dropping them off at City Hall, 33 S. Main Street, 
Colfax CA 95713 Comments received will be submitted to Council and made a part of the 

record. 

1 OPEN SESSION  
1A. Call Open Session to Order 

1B. Roll Call 

2 PUBLIC COMMENT 

        2A. Open Public Comment 
Members of the public are permitted to address the Council orally or in writing on matters of concern to the public within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the City that are not listed on this agenda. Please make your comments as succinct as 
possible. Oral comments made at the meeting may not exceed five (5) minutes per speaker. Written comments should not 
exceed 800 words. Written comments received before the close of an agenda item may be read into the record, with a 
maximum allowance of five (5) minutes in length. Council cannot act on items not listed on this agenda but may briefly 
respond to statements made or questions posed, request clarification, refer the matter to staff, or place the matter on a 
future agenda.

3 WORKSHOP SESSION 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81807877649
mailto:city.clerk@colfax-ca.gov,


http://colfax-ca.gov/
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FIGURE 1. REGIONAL LOCATION 
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2.2.1 Requirements 

As required by California Government Code Section 65302(a) the Land Use Element of the General 
Plan must address the following issues: 

» Distribution, general location, and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business,
industry, open space, including agriculture, natural resources, recreation, and enjoyment of
scenic beauty, education, public buildings, and grounds, solid and liquid waste disposal
facilities, and other categories of public and private uses of land.

» Standards of population density and building intensity recommended for the various districts
and other territory in the plan.

2.2.2 General Plan Planning Area 

The planning area for the General Plan is shown in Figure 2 and includes both the entirety of the City 
limits, and the area between the city limits and the sphere of influence (SOI). State law requires each 
city to include in its General Plan all territory within the boundaries of the incorporated area as well as 
"any land outside its boundaries which in the planning agency's judgment bears relation to its 
planning" (California Government Code Section 65300). The Colfax planning area encompasses 
approximately 902 acres (1.41 square miles) within the City limits, and XXX acres (XXX square miles) 
between the city limits and the SOI. The total land area covered by this General Plan is XXX acres (XXX 
square miles). 

Deleted: and Public Resources Code Section 2762(a) 
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General Plan Land Use Zones Allowed 
Density/Intensity 

Vacant 
Acres 

Developed 
Acres 

Total 
Acres 

Percent 
of Total 

the city's character and visual 
appearance. This designation 
allows for multifamily housing as 
well as shops, restaurants, 
services, offices, and other 
compatible uses. 

RM-1 
RM-2 

Total 73.51 269 100% 
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GOAL 2.9.3 Conserve and improve aesthetic, historic, neighborhood, open space, and 
environmental land resources of the community. 

Policy 2.9.3.1 Natural features and materials shall be incorporated into project design as 
buffers or landscaped areas. 

Policy 2.9.3.2 Commercial buildings shall be pedestrian oriented and street facing with 
parking at the rear or sides of buildings, utilizing materials that compliment 
surrounding uses. 

Policy 2.9.3.3 The City shall require the design of future residential projects to emphasize 
character, quality, livability, and the provision of necessary services and 
facilities to ensure their permanent attractiveness. 

Policy 2.9.3.4 The City shall encourage the retention and enhancement of natural 
vegetation along major roadways, drainages, trails, and open space to 
provide and protect scenic open spaces. 

Policy 2.9.3.5 Encourage adaptive reuse of the Historic District and its buildings. New 
construction and buildings in the Historic District shall compliment the 
historical character of the community and surrounding architecture. 

Policy 2.9.3.6 Adopt and maintain design standards and a development code for the City, 
including specific design standards for the Historic District. 

Policy 2.9.3.7 As part of the Historic District Master Plan, the City will develop a 
wayfinding program to encourage visitors in the downtown. 

Implementation Measures 

2.9.3.A Adopt and maintain design standards that require the orientation of 
commercial buildings to ensure sidewalk orientation, natural materials in the 
façade and lighting, encouraging stone and brick with outside seating 
compatible with the existing City buildings. 

2.9.3.B Adopt and maintain design standards for residential developments that 
address street improvements, parking, massing and scale, and compatibility 
with adjacent neighborhoods. 

2.9.3.C Adopt objective design standards for adaptive reuse of historic buildings and 
complementary construction of new buildings. 
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3.0 Circulation 

3.1 Authority and Purpose 

The Purpose of the Circulation Element of a General Plan is to identify the location and the extent of 
major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, and other public utilities and facilities, all 
correlated with the Land Use Element. Transportation systems are essential to any city or county and 
its economy and can be designed to enhance opportunity and improve equity. Transportation is both 
a regional and local issue. This Element is required by Government Code Sections 65103(f) and 65080 
not to be in conflict with applicable state and regional transportation plans. 

3.2 Background 

Development of the city was initially linked to the development of the Union Pacific Railroad, and later 
to Interstate 80. These two features provide the main transportation connections between Colfax and 
several smaller communities to the northeast and ultimately to the Sacramento metropolitan area 
about 50 miles to the southwest. 

3.2.1 Roadway Classifications 

The City of Colfax is served by five different classifications of roadways as shown on Figure 3-1 and 
summarized below: 

» Freeway – A limited access and high-speed road serving inter-regional movement with no
interference from local street patterns or at-grade-crossings. Freeways are divided highways
and serve primarily regional and long-distance travel.

» State Highway – Limited access and higher speed road for travel between communities.
Medium capacity two-lane roadways with one lane in each direction. The passing of slower
vehicles requires the use of the opposing lane where traffic gaps allow.

» Arterial – A street carrying the vehicular traffic of intra-community travel, as well as access to
the rest of the county transportation system. Access to arterials is generally by minor arterial,
collector, and local streets.
¶ Minor Arterial – A street for movement of intra-community traffic and less traveled than

arterial streets.

» Collector – These roadways serve traffic between major and local roadways and
neighborhoods. Collector streets are used mainly for traffic movements within residential,
commercial, and industrial areas.

» Local Street – Roadways used primarily for direct access to residential, commercial, industrial,
or other abutting property with on-street parking. They do not generally include roadways
carrying through traffic.

Commented [MB1]: Foresthill/Vista should be designated 
as collector; also designate Railroad Street as a collector. 

Commented [MB2R1]: See revisions below
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Roadways are usually public lands obtained as a dedication during a development proposal or 
purchased outright to improve the circulation system. Road right-of-way often contains more than 
simply pavement for vehicles as underground pipes carry water, wastewater, stormwater, electrical 
wiring, fiber optic cable and natural gas. The right-of-way must also accommodate all manner of 
mobility such as bicycles and pedestrians. Table 3-1 shows the right-of-way standards by roadway 
classification for city streets. 

TABLE 3-1 
RIGHT OF WAY STANDARDS 

Supply 

Access Control 

Typical Number 
of Lanes 

General ROW 
Requirements 

Minimum 
Intersection/ 
Interchange 

Spacing 

Driveways 
Allowed 

Freeway (I-80) 1 - 2 miles None 2 – 6 Varies 

State Route (174)  Varies Limited 1 - 2 Varies 

Major Arterial ¼ mile Shared 2 - 4 96' - 120' 

Minor Arterial ¼ mile Shared 2 - 4 70' - 84' 

Collector ¼ mile All Uses 2 60' - 70' 

Local ¼ mile All Uses 2 50' - 60' 

3.2.2 Existing Facilities 

Local streets are not intended to carry through traffic as the design and capacity of local streets are 
generally limited. Collector and arterial streets are very important to the circulation system of a 
community. Congestion or traffic problems usually occur where roadways meet or traffic is impeded, 
such as at intersections or driveways. Roadways in the City of Colfax include the following list, and are 
shown on Figure 3-2. 
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Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) estimates the number of vehicle miles needed by resident in the city for 
work, recreation, and services, and compares the estimate against local or statewide figures. The intent 
is to reduce the amount of VMT by providing mobility options such as trails, public transit, dedicated 
paths, and through design by ensuring that homes and services are close enough to encourage active 
transportation.1 Active transportation is human-powered mobility, primarily walking or bicycling. 

The previous level of service (LOS) metric remains important to determining when roadways should 
be expanded, but LOS is no longer a threshold for determining environmental impacts. Because LOS 
remains an important planning tool, the City will retain LOS as a general plan policy but will also adopt 
VMT standards to evaluate new development. Because of the rural nature of the city, and the lack of 
regular transit options, the VMT reduction strategies available to the city are limited. There are valid 
methods of reducing VMT such as connecting sidewalks and trails and making it easier for residents 
to park once and run several errands. Other means of reducing VMT include encouraging infill 
development near services, allowing mixed use where commercial and residential uses can share a 
building or a property, and supporting a vibrant downtown.  

3.3 Future Circulation Conditions 

Future circulation needs and improvements must be based on the impacts of the land use plan for 
the entire planning area. The land use plan forecasts future population and its impact on circulation. 
New development consistent with the General Plan may cause an increase in traffic on affected streets 
and roadways that could lead to the roadway being widened, or intersection improvements such as 
signals, timing changes, or redesign. Even with a reduction of VMT realized through land use design 
and connectivity, it is likely that future development will lead to additional traffic on all the roadways 
in Colfax.  

3.4 Future Road Design 

The wide roads of more urban areas are often difficult to achieve in Colfax because of existing 
buildings, topography, or simply that wide roads in some areas would be counter to the needs of the 
residents. While curb, gutter, and sidewalk with streetlights, and traffic signals may be appropriate in 
the downtown or busy commercial areas, a more rural road design with minimal improvements, only 
the road and individual driveway approaches may be reasonable in low traffic volume areas. The 
roadway standards, therefore, will vary depending on where in the City the road is located, and what 
types of land use the road is intended to service. 

3.5 Circulation Goals, Policies, and Implementation Measures 

1 Active transportation directly replaces motor vehicle miles traveled, so these modes are effective at conserving 
fuel, reducing vehicle emissions, bridging the first- and last-mile gap, and improving individual and public health. 
Bicycles, electric bikes, wheelchairs, scooters, and even walking are all considered active transportation. 

Commented [MB6]: Add policy that addresses road 
conditions, repair, road surface quality. 
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Table 4-1 provides the City with a tool to gauge the compatibility of land uses relative to existing and 
future noise levels. The City allows for flexibility for outdoor events such as fairs, concerts, outdoor 
dining, etc. This is essential for the events to be successful and reflects support for these activities. 
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TABLE 4-1  
NOISE COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS

Type of Development 
Exterior Noise 

Standard 
(CNEL) 

Interior Noise 
Standard 
(CNEL) 

Low Density Residential (single-family, duplex, mobile-home) 60b 45 

Medium or High Density Residential (Multi-Family, Apartments) 65c 45d 

Lodging (Motels/Hotels) 65 45d 

Mixed Use/Infill Development 70 45d 

Schools, Libraries, Community Centers, Religious Institutions, 
Hospitals, Nursing Homes 70 45 

Auditoriums, Concert Halls, Amphitheaters 70 N/A 

Playgrounds, Neighborhood Parks 70 N/A 

Outdoor Recreation (Commercial and Public) 75 N/A 

Commercial (Office/Retail) 70 60 

Industrial, Manufacturing, and Utilities 75 70 

For new development that generates noise a stationary noise threshold is important as the noise can 
be intermittent and therefore not exceed a 24-hour CNEL threshold, but still cause disturbance 
affecting the surrounding land uses. For these types of noise an Leq threshold is appropriate and 
would cover noise from land uses such as carwashes, compressors, and loudspeakers.  

4.7 Vibration 

Sources of vibration include natural phenomena (e.g., earthquakes, landslides) and those introduced 
by human activity (e.g., explosions, machinery, traffic, trains, construction equipment). Vibration 
sources may be continuous, (e.g., operating factory machinery) or transient in nature (e.g., 
construction). Vibration levels can be depicted in terms of amplitude and frequency, relative to 
displacement, velocity, or acceleration.  

Typical outdoor sources of perceptible ground vibration are construction equipment, steel-wheeled 
trains, and traffic on rough roads. If a roadway is smooth, the ground vibration is rarely perceptible. 
The range of interest is from approximately 50 vibration decibels (VdB), which is the typical 
background vibration-velocity level, to 100 VdB, which is the general threshold where minor damage 
can occur in fragile buildings. Construction activities can generate enough ground vibrations to pose 
a risk to nearby structures. Constant or transient vibrations can weaken structures, crack facades, and 
disturb occupants. 
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residential areas with evacuation constraints. The public safety issues in Colfax include emergency 
preparedness and response, fire hazards, seismic and geologic hazards, hazardous waste and materials, 
crime, as well as climate-related hazards such as drought, extreme heat, and severe weather. The Safety 
Element identifies goals and policies for these hazards and other public health and safety issues. 

7.2 Relationship to Other Documents 

The Safety Element does not exist in a vacuum but is one of several plans that address community public safety 
and related topics, including other General Plan elements, the Placer County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(LHMP), and various local regulations. The Safety Element should be consistent with these other elements and 
plans to minimize conflicts between documents and ensure that the City has a unified strategy to address public 
safety issues. The Safety Element incorporates information, technical analyses, and policies from these other 
documents where appropriate to help support this consistency. 

7.2.1 Other General Plan Elements 

The Safety Element is one of several elements of the Colfax General Plan. Other social, economic, political, and 
aesthetic factors must be considered and balanced with safety needs. The Safety Element provides policy 
direction and identifies safety improvements that complement the intent and policies of other General Plan 
elements. Crucial relationships exist between the Safety Element and the other General Plan elements. How 
land uses are determined in areas prone to natural hazards, what regulations limit development in these areas, 
and how hazards are mitigated for existing development are among the issues that tie the elements together. 
For instance, the Land Use Element diagram and policies must consider the potential for various hazards 
identified in the Safety Element and must be consistent with the policies to address those hazards. Safety 
Element policies, especially those concerning evacuation routes and critical facilities, must also be consistent 
with those of the Circulation Element. Interstate (I-) 80 is Colfax’s primary evacuation route, supported by routes 
designated as major or primary arterials in the city. This Safety Element is consistent with the other elements of 
the Colfax General Plan.  

7.2.2 Placer County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

In collaboration with the City and other local agencies and special districts, Placer County led preparation of 
the LHMP. The LHMP assesses hazard vulnerabilities from natural and human-caused hazards, including risk to 
people and facilities, and identifies mitigation actions to reduce or eliminate hazard risks in Placer County, 
including in incorporated communities. The LHMP includes a dedicated annex for Colfax, which discusses 
additional information specific to the community, with a focus on providing additional details on the planning 
process, risk assessment, and mitigation strategy for the city. The current LHMP was developed in accordance 
with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and follow’s FEMA’s 2011 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan guidance. The 
current LHMP, as approved by FEMA, is incorporated into this element by reference, as permitted by California 
Government Code Section 65302.6, and available online at https://www.placer.ca.gov/1381/Local-Hazard-
Mitigation-Plan. 





https://resilientca.org/apg/
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7.4 Public Safety Issues 

This section outlines the existing hazardous conditions and likely future hazardous conditions and 
other public safety issues in Colfax and policy responses to these issues. The public safety issues in 
Colfax include: 

¶ Emergency preparedness and response

¶ Fire hazards

¶ Seismic and geologic hazards

¶ Hazardous waste and materials

¶ Crime

¶ Additional climate-related hazards (drought, extreme heat, and severe weather)

This section provides details pertaining to probable locations where each hazard or issue is likely to 
occur (per availability of data), past notable events in and around Colfax, agencies responsible for 
providing protection, and other background information as required by California Government Code 
Section 65302(g)(4).  

The results of the Vulnerability Assessment are integrated into the hazards and other public safety 
issues previously mentioned.. 

7.4.1 Emergency Preparation and Response 

Local Emergency Response 

The Placer County Sheriff’s Office and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE) conduct emergency preparedness activities in Colfax.  

Placer County Sheriff’s Office 

Police protection in the City of Colfax is provided by Placer County Sheriff’s Office. The Placer County 
Sheriff’s Office has a substation located at 10 Culver Street. In an agreement that began in 1996, the 
City contracted with the County to supply all law enforcement services including patrol, detectives, 
juvenile services, traffic enforcement, and traffic accident investigation. The County provides service 
on a 24 hour per day basis. The Sheriff’s Office plays a significant role in the safety and quality of life 
within the community. Some of the Police Department’s crime prevention programs include Business 

Deleted: Existing Conditions

Deleted: other public safety issues in Colfax, including fire 
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Watch, Crime Stoppers, Identify Theft, Chaplaincy, Megan’s Law, National Night Out, and 
Neighborhood Watch. 

CAL FIRE 

Fire protection in the City of Colfax is provided by CAL FIRE. The City contracts with CAL FIRE to 
provide fire safety services. The 24 hour per day service includes a paid part-time Fire Chief, fire 
marshal services, dispatch, and staffing. CAL FIRE maintains an active volunteer program with 17 
members. The City maintains two volunteer staffed fire stations. The City of Colfax participates in the 
Western Placer County Fire Chief's Association Cooperative Response Agreement, where fire agencies 
have agreed to automatically support each other on incidents using the closest available resource 
concept. 

Community Warning Systems 

The City of Colfax participates in the Placer County Alert Network, which operates an emergency 
notification system that allows public safety agencies to help protect lives and property by providing 
critical information to residents during emergencies and dangerous situations. The Placer County Alert 
Network is managed by the Placer County Sheriff’s Office and allows public safety agencies to quickly 
send an emergency alert to citizens in any affected geographic area within Placer, Sacramento, and 
Yolo Counties. This system enables the Placer County Sheriff’s Office to provide residents with critical 
information quickly in a variety of situations, such as severe weather, unexpected road closures, 
missing persons, and evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods. Placer Alert provides community 
members with emergency notifications through telephone call, text message, and email notifications. 

Mutual Aid Agreements 

Additional emergency management and response services in Colfax are assisted through the 
California Master Mutual Aid Agreement. This agreement is signed by the Governor of California and 
managed by the California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) with a purpose “to provide for 
systematic mobilization, organization, and operation of necessary fire and rescue resources of the 
state and its political subdivisions in mitigating the effects of disasters, whether natural or man-
caused.” 

Other systems include the Emergency Alert Systems (EAS) and the Emergency Digital Information 
System (EDIS). The EAS is a national public warning system commonly used by state and local 
authorities to deliver important emergency information, such as weather and AMBER alerts, to affected 
communities. EAS participants include radio and television broadcasters, cable systems, satellite radio 
and television providers, and wireline video providers. FEMA, the Federal Communications System, 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Weather Service work 
collaboratively to maintain the EAS and Wireless Emergency Alerts, which are the two main 
components of the national public warning system and enable authorities at all levels of government 
to send urgent emergency information to the public. The EDIS is a wireless emergency and disaster 

https://www.fcc.gov/public-safety-and-homeland-security/policy-and-licensing-division/alerting/general/wireless#block-menu-block-4
https://itlaw.wikia.org/wiki/Wireless


https://itlaw.wikia.org/wiki/Information_service
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FIGURE 4 
PARCELS IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES
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FIGURE 5 
WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE ZONES Commented [MB15]: New figure 
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FIGURE 6 
COLFAX WILDFIRE HISTORY 
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FIGURE 1 
RESIDENTIAL PARCELS WITH EVACUATION CONSTRAINTS Commented [MB4]: New figure 
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7.4.3 Seismic and Geologic Hazards 

Seismic and geologic hazards are risks caused by the movement of different parts of the Earth’s crust, 
or surface. Seismic hazards are the hazards associated with potential earthquakes in a particular area. 
Geologic hazards are other hazards involving land movements that are not linked to seismic activity 
and are capable of inflicting harm to people or property.  

Seismic Hazards 

The City of Colfax is in a seismically active region, and there is a high potential that the area will be 
subject to at least moderate earthquakes one or more times over the next century. Seismic activity 
occurs along boundaries in the Earth’s crust, called faults. Pressure along the faults builds over time 
and is ultimately released, resulting in ground shaking that we refer to as an earthquake. Earthquakes 
can also trigger other hazards, including surface rupture (cracks in the ground surface), liquefaction 
(causing loose soil to lose its strength), landslides, and subsidence (sinking of the ground surface). 
Earthquakes and other seismic hazards often damage or destroy property and public infrastructure, 
including utility lines, and falling objects or structures pose a risk of injury or death. 

Earthquakes 

Active and potentially active faults pose risk to the City of Colfax. Active faults have experienced 
displacement in historic time, suggesting that future displacement may be expected, whereas 
potentially active faults are those that have shown displacement within the last 1.6 million years and 
may or may not have a reasonable chance of creating future earthquakes.  

» Structures most likely to be affected are those that are old or near earthquake faults, such
as the Bear Mountain Fault and Melones Fault. These faults are situated approximately
three to four miles west and east from Colfax, respectively. These faults would have the
greatest potential for damaging buildings in Colfax, especially the unreinforced masonry
structures in the older part of the city and structures built before 1960 without adequate
anchorage of framing and foundations.

» The closest identified active fault is the Cleveland Hills fault, approximately 20 miles
northwesterly of Colfax. This fault is considered one of the most active in the area in terms 
of destructive potential and was the source of a strong earthquake in 1975 around the
City of Oroville.

» Another potential earthquake source is the Midland Fault Zone to the west, where an 1892 
earthquake centered between Vacaville and Winters caused minor damage in nearby
Lincoln.

Active faults located between 50 and 100 miles from Colfax include the Mohawk Valley Fault, 
the Stampede Valley Fault, and the Fort Sage Fault; all located northeast of Colfax. Given the 

Deleted: Fire Protection¶
Fire protection in the planning area is provided by the City 
of Colfax and CAL FIRE. The City of Colfax Volunteer Fire 
Department participates in the Western Placer County Fire 
Chief's Association Cooperative Response Agreement, 
where fire agencies have agreed to automatically support 
each other on incidents using the closest available 
resource concept.

Deleted: [CONFIRM WITH CITY] CAL FIRE is contracted by 
County to oversee volunteer companies and serve in 
various service areas. CAL FIRE and the Placer County Fire 
Department manages the City of Colfax Volunteer Fire 
Department. The department consists of one paid part-
time captain and several volunteer fire fighters. The 
department is not in a fire district and receives its funding 
from property taxes. The Colfax Volunteer Fire Department 
provides fire protection, emergency medical services, and 
disaster preparedness and response. Colfax has one fire 
station located at 33 West Church Street. 

Deleted: <#>Drought¶
A drought is a long period when precipitation levels are 
well below normal. This makes less water available for 
people (especially if the local water supply depends on 
surface water) and natural systems. The City of Colfax 
may experience water shortages during drought 
conditions, which could lead to mandatory water use 
restrictions. Farmers may need to cut back on irrigation 
activities, and ranchers may need to reduce their 
number of livestock. Less snow falling in mountainous 
areas causes water levels in lakes and reservoirs to drop, 
which can affect recreation activities. Local ecosystems 
that are not well adapted to drought conditions can be 
more easily harmed by it. During drought events, the 
flow of water in creeks and streams is reduced, creating 
more slow-moving or standing water. This can 
concentrate sediment and toxins in the low water levels, 
causing harm to plants and animals. Many fish species 
also prefer specific stream flow speeds, especially for 
spawning and egg incubation, and changes to stream ...
Deleted: <#>, less precipitation is expected to fall as 
snow, leading to a smaller snowpack. More precipitation 
falling as rain and warmer temperatures over the course 
of the year are expected to cause the snowpack that 
does build up to melt faster. This may make water levels 
particularly low in late summer and early autumn, which 
are also often the hottest parts of the year.¶
Severe Weather¶
Severe weather includes strong winds, hail, and 
lightning. Severe weather is usually caused by intense ...

Deleted: Seismic activity causes pressure to build up 
along a fault, and the release of pressure results in ground 
shaking. This shaking itself is known as an earthquake. 
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FIGURE 7 
FAULT LINES 
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County, landslides and mudslides are a common occurrence and have caused damage to homes, 
public facilities, roads, parks, and sewer lines in particular. 

In Colfax, consolidated rocks make up the mountains and rocky buttes while alluvial soils are found 
on stream beds and the valley floor. Beneath the alluvial soils are the same hard rocks found in the 
mountain areas. Geologic hazards are present in the form of unstable soils and certain ground 
formations that render some areas unsuitable for intensive human activity. Colfax has steep and 
unstable slopes with areas subject to erosion and landslides. Increased excavation on these slopes can 
expose more weaknesses of the underlying rock mass, creating a greater potential for failure. Lands 
around major fault zones are exposed to greater geologic hazards as a result of repeated fault 
movement, which creates looser ground material that is more likely to move. The area around Colfax 
also includes highly expansive soils, which can shrink and swell as ground moisture levels change.  

Figure 8 shows the landslide risk in and around Colfax. Rock Strength and slope are combined to 
create classes of landslide susceptibility which range from 0 to X (i.e., very low to very high). These 
classes express the generalization that on very low slopes, landslide susceptibility is low even in weak 
materials, and that landslide susceptibility increases with slope and in weaker rocks. Very high landslide 
susceptibility, classes VIII, IX, and X, includes very steep slopes in hard rocks and moderate to very 
steep slopes in weak rocks. 

Potential Changes to Geologic and Seismic Risk in Future Years 

Likelihood of Future Occurrence 
Seismic Risk 

Earthquakes are likely to continue to occur on an occasional basis. Most earthquakes are likely to be 
small. They may cause no substantive damage and may not even be felt by most people. Major 
earthquakes are rare, but a possibility in the region. If serious shaking does occur, newer construction 
is in general more earthquake resistant than older construction because of improved building codes. 
Manufactured housing is very susceptible to damage because their foundation systems are rarely 
braced for earthquake motions. 

Earthquake losses would vary across Placer County depending on the source and magnitude of the 
event. Although new growth and development corridors would fall in the area affected by earthquake, 
given the small chance of major earthquake and the building codes in effect, development in the 
earthquake area would continue to occur. 

Geologic Risk 

Minor landslides and similar geologic hazards have occurred in the past, probably over the last several 
hundred years, as evidenced both by past deposits exposed in erosion gullies and recent landslide 
events. With significant rainfall, additional failures are likely to occur within the identified landslide 
hazard areas. Given the nature of localized problems identified within the county, minor landslides will 
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Crime and other acts of violence undermine the community's sense of security and threaten public 
safety. As Colfax develops, the increasing concentration of population will bring increasing criminal 
activities, although not necessarily increasing the crime rate (number of crimes per 1,000 population). 
While it is expected that individuals will take normal precautions to protect themselves from danger, 
the City provides additional protection from harm brought on by the malicious intent of others. The 
Sheriff’s Office plays a significant role in the safety and quality of life within the community. Some of 
the Police Department’s crime prevention programs include Business Watch, Crime Stoppers, Identify 
Theft, Chaplaincy, Megan’s Law, National Night Out, and Neighborhood Watch.  

7.4.6 Additional Climate-Related Hazards 

Drought 

A drought is an extended period when precipitation levels are well below normal. Drought is a normal 
part of the climate cycle. Drought may contribute to wildfire or affect domestic water supply, energy 
production, public health, and wildlife. Like most of California and the western United States, Colfax 
chronically experiences drought cycles. Drought impacts the city’s water supply, which may, in severe 
instances, make less water available for people, businesses, and natural systems. 

Less snow falling in mountainous areas causes water levels in lakes and reservoirs to drop, which can 
affect recreation activities. Local ecosystems that are not well adapted to drought conditions can be 
more easily harmed by it. During drought events, the flow of water in creeks and streams is reduced, 
creating more slow-moving or standing water. This can concentrate sediment and toxins in the low 
water levels, causing harm to plants and animals. Many fish species also prefer specific stream flow 
speeds, especially for spawning and egg incubation, and changes to stream velocity as a result of 
drought conditions can affect reproduction. Droughts can also indirectly lead to more wildfires, and 
the stress caused by water shortages can weaken plants, making them more susceptible to pests and 
diseases. 

The US Drought Monitor recognizes a five-point scale for drought events: D0 (abnormally dry), D1 
(moderate drought), D2 (severe drought), D3 (extreme drought), and D4 (exceptional drought). 
According to the US Drought Monitor, the most intense drought conditions in recent years were 
during most of 2016, when all of Placer County was classified in “exceptional” drought. More recently, 
in 2021, from May through the end of the year, the county was also classified in “extreme” drought. 
As of November 2022, Placer County, including Colfax, was classified in “severe” drought. During 
severe drought conditions, water shortages are common, and water restrictions may be imposed so 
as to meet essential community needs. 

Domestic water for the City of Colfax is provided by the Placer County Water Agency. The source of 
water for the City of Colfax is the South Fork of the Yuba River and the Bear River. The water is 
conveyed from Lake Spaulding via the PG&E Drum Canal, into the Agency’s Boardman Canal, and 
then in a pipe to the Colfax Water Treatment Plant. Near the City’s ballpark, the Agency has an 
additional 1.0-million-gallon reservoir. 

Deleted: Police protection in the City of Colfax is provided 
by Placer County Sheriff’s Department. In an agreement 
that began in 1996, the City contracted with the County to 
supply all law enforcement services including patrol, 
detectives, juvenile services, traffic enforcement, and traffic 
accident investigation. The County provides service on a 
24 hour per day basis. 
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Deleted: <#>Climate Change¶
Changes to the global climate system are expected to 
affect future natural hazards in and around Colfax. Many 
natural hazards are expected to become more frequent 
and intense in coming years and decades, although 
some changes are already visible. According to state 
reports and the Placer County Sustainability Plan, Colfax 
can expect the following changes to climate-related 
hazards:¶
Periods of both very high and very low precipitation are 
likely to become more common, which is expected to 
increase the frequency of both droughts and floods. 
More rapid melting of the Sierra snowpack is likely to 
increase the risk of spring flooding, while droughts may 
become more likely in the late summer and autumn.¶
Higher temperatures are expected to cause an increase 
in extreme heat days. Historically, Colfax experiences an 
average of four extreme heat days each year, which is 
any day where temperatures exceed 102°F. These 
extreme heat days are projected to occur 21 to 24 times 
each year by around 2050, and 30 to 54 times annually 
by the end of the century.¶
Severe weather events, such as intense storms and high 
winds are expected to become more frequent and 
intense. Colfax may experience an increase in hazardous 
events, such as landslides as a result.¶
Wildfires are expected to occur more frequently around 
Colfax due to hotter, drier conditions. While locations 
higher in the Sierra face the greatest risk, the areas 
immediately around Colfax are still projected to see an 
increase in wildfire activity. According to the Placer 
County Sustainability Plan, wildfire activity across Placer 
County is expected to increase approximately 127 
percent above historic levels by the end of the century.¶
Pests and organisms that cause or spread disease may 
be active for a longer period of time due to warmer 
temperatures. Changes in temperature and precipitation 
patterns could cause new pests and diseases to be 
active in and around Colfax. Such pests and diseases 
may not only affect human health but could harm local 
ecosystems and agricultural activities. ¶
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is expected to decline from a historical average of 16.1 inches to an average of 7.8 inches (a 52 percent 
decrease) by the middle of the century (2035 to 2064) and an average of 2.9 inches (an 82 percent 
decrease) by the end of the century (2070 to 2099). 

If heat-trapping emissions continue unabated, more precipitation will fall as rain instead of snow, and 
the snow that does fall will melt earlier, reducing the Sierra Nevada spring snowpack by as much as 
70 to 90 percent. How much snowpack will be lost depends in part on future precipitation patterns, 
the projections for which remain uncertain. However, even under wetter climate projections, the loss 
of snowpack would pose potential water shortage issues and exacerbate drought conditions. 

Extreme Heat 

While there is no universal definition of extreme heat, California guidance documents define extreme 
heat as temperatures that are hotter than 98 percent of the historical high temperatures for the area, 
as measured between April and October of 1961 to 1990. Days that reach this level are called extreme 
heat days. In Colfax, the extreme heat threshold is 100.1°F. An event with five extreme heat days in a 
row is called a heat wave. 

In the foothills of Placer County, monthly average maximum temperatures in the warmest months 
(May through October) range from the mid-70s to the low 90s. From late spring through fall, it is not 
unusual for temperatures to exceed 90°F and higher. The highest recorded daily extreme was 118°F 
in August of 1933. In a typical year, maximum temperatures exceed 90°F on 89 days. 

Health impacts are the primary concern with this hazard, though economic impacts are also an issue. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recognize extreme heat as a substantial public health 
concern. Historically, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration data indicate that about 175 
Americans succumb to summer heat, although this number has increased in recent years. From 2004 
to 2018, studies by the US Department of Health and Human Services indicate an average of 702 
deaths annually that are directly or indirectly linked to extreme heat. 

Extreme heat events are dangerous because people exposed to extreme heat can suffer a number of 
heat-related illnesses, including heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and (most severely) heat stroke. As 
reflected in the Vulnerability Assessment, elderly persons, small children, chronic invalids, those on 
certain medications or drugs, and persons with weight and alcohol problems are particularly 
susceptible to heat reactions. The elderly and individuals below the poverty level are the most 
vulnerable to extreme heat. Nursing homes and elder-care facilities are especially vulnerable to 
extreme heat events if power outages occur and air conditioning is not available. Individuals below 
the poverty level may be at increased risk to extreme heat if air conditioning is not affordable. Areas 
with lower extreme heat thresholds are not necessarily at lower risk, because persons and community 
assets used to cooler temperatures may be less prepared for extreme heat events. 

Trees and other vegetation in the natural and urban environment help to lower surface and air 
temperatures by providing shade and through evapotranspiration. Evapotranspiration, alone or in 
combination with shading, can help reduce peak summer temperatures by 2°F to 9°F..ii, iii 
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injuries from hail in Colfax. Lightning happens occasionally, although there has been no direct injury 
or damage from lightning reported in Colfax. 

According to the Placer County Sustainability Plan, severe winter weather includes heavy snowfall, ice 
storms, extreme cold, and similar events. In Placer County these events are usually limited to the Sierra 
Nevada region, although in rare cases severe winter weather can occur at lower elevations, such as 
the City of Colfax. 

Potential Changes to Severe Weather in Future Years 
Likelihood of Future Occurrence 

According to historical hazard data, severe weather is an annual occurrence in the City of Colfax. 
Damage and disaster declarations related to severe weather have occurred and will continue to occur 
in the future. Heavy rain and thunderstorms are the most frequent type of severe weather occurrence 
in the area. Wind and lightning often accompany these storms and have caused damage in the past 
and could contribute to future wildfires. Although unlikely, severe winter storms may also bring heavy 
snowfall to the City of Colfax. In addition to localized flooding issues, the storms can cause several 
mudslides and lightning can cause many electrical poles to short with a resultant loss of power, 
hazardous downed lines, and the potential for fire. 

Problems associated with the primary effects of severe weather include flooding, pavement 
deterioration, and debris clogging of drainages and roadways. Areas located on S. Main Street  are 
the areas of the city most often affected during these heavy storm events. 

Shifts in Climate Norms and Severe Weather 

Shifts in climate norms are expected to cause an increase in intense rainfall, and in some instances 
snowfall, which is usually associated with strong storm systems. This means that Colfax could see more 
intense storms in the coming years and decades. Such an increase may not affect all forms of severe 
weather and may not always be apparent. For example, hail is rare enough in Colfax that even if it 
does become more common, the increase and any effects may not be apparent. Overall, shifts in 
climate norms are expected to increase average temperatures, so the total number of days with cooler 
temperatures is expected to drop. However, a change in global climate conditions may increase the 
number of severe storms affecting Placer County, including Colfax. These intense storm systems could 
create severe winter weather conditions in the Sierra Nevada and more severe winter weather events 
in areas such as Colfax. 
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Deleted: <#>Constraints¶
Constraints to public safety are a result of both natural 
events and the activities of humans. Natural hazards are 
caused by excess rainfall, seismic activity, landslides, or 
high winds. Human-made hazards are the result of 
crime, hazardous materials spills, and fires. The following 
are some of the factors that constrain protection of the 
public:¶
Unpredictability. Natural disasters are often 
unpredictable. To reduce the danger of disaster, 
precautionary measures are required. Avoidance of 
flood-prone areas and flood-control measures are 
necessary. Construction to earthquake standards has 
proven effective to reduce losses in seismic events. 
Emergency plans that include evacuation, medical aid, 
and temporary food and shelter are important.¶
Existing land development. Prior settlement patterns 
and very dense development often present difficult 
access problems for emergency vehicles. Undefined 
evacuation routes and lack of emergency 
communication lines are also problems for emergency 
service providers. ¶
Priorities. Public safety may be described as the 
preservation of human life and the protection of 
property. These values underlie the concept of human 
settlement; however, the relative importance of saving 
lives or saving property is sometimes a subjective 
decision.¶
Human carelessness. Carelessness often leads to 
accidents, which can involve automobiles, airplanes, 
hazardous materials spills, urban fires, and forest fires. 
Public education and safety rules and regulations are 
important to avoid careless attitudes and actions.¶
Individual precaution. Citizens often are the cause of 
their own disasters through lack of available or at-hand 
precautions, i.e., not locking doors at night or when 
away, swimming alone, drinking and driving, or smoking 
in bed.¶
Economics. Economic considerations often play an 
important role in providing for public safety. Budget 
limitations force difficult decisions related to deciding 
which safety measures are more important or cost-
effective.¶
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https://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/government/departments/police/crime-prevention-outreach/cpted


SEPTEMBER 2022 

City of Colfax Draft General Plan Page 7-39 

7 
Safety 

7.3.6.B Engage in partnerships and support local and regional interagency efforts to 
assess climate-related impacts and to develop and implement strategies that 
increase resilience of vulnerable ecosystems. 

7.3.6.C Work with regional, state, and federal plant and wildlife management agencies 
and organizations to protect vulnerable habitat and improve ecosystem 
connectivity. 

7.3.6.D Work to ensure that its facilities used as cooling centers or resilience hubs are 
equipped with backup power supplies, including on-site renewable energy 
generation and energy storage systems. 

7.3.6.E Provide shaded areas, air conditioners, and other features at City community 
centers, parks, and other outdoor spaces that can offer refuge from extreme heat 
and weather events.  

7.3.6.F Continue to promote water conservation programs to reduce water use in the 
City of Colfax. 

7.3.6.G Support and cooperate with the Placer County Water Agency during updates to 
its urban water management plan to support ongoing efforts to plan for 
sustainable, long-term drinking water supply for City residents and businesses. 

7.3.6.H Encourage projects that include landscaping to use plants that will continue to 
be viable in the area under long-term future climate conditions. 

7.3.6.I Coordinate with Placer County Public Health Department to ensure that free or 
reduced-cost vaccinations for vector-borne diseases are widely available for 
Colfax residents. 

i Kramer, Heather Anu; Mockrin, Miranda H.; Alexandre, Patricia M.; Radeloff, Volker C. 2019. High wildfire 
damage in interface communities in California. International Journal of Wildland Fire. 28(9): 641-. 
https://doi.org/10.1071/WF18108. 
ii Huang, J., H. Akbari, and H. Taha. 1990. The Wind-Shielding and Shading Effects of Trees on Residential Heating 
and Cooling Requirements. ASHRAE Winter Meeting, American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers. Atlanta, Georgia. 
iii Kurn, D., S. Bretz, B. Huang, and H. Akbari. 1994. The Potential for Reducing Urban Air Temperatures and Energy 
Consumption through Vegetative Cooling. ACEEE Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Buildings, American 
Council for an Energy Efficient Economy. Pacific Grove, California. 
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	Policy 2.9.3.7 As part of the Historic District Master Plan, the City will develop a wayfinding program to encourage visitors in the downtown.
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