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Hansford Economic Consulting; #230401 

Section 3.  Consultant Qualifications 

a. Background and Experience
Hansford Economic Consulting LLC (HEC), self-member LLC, provides planning, economic, and 
financial services to public and private clients in the Western United States. The company is owned 
and managed by Catherine Hansford, an applied economist with more than 25 years of experience. 

Catherine can be reached at PO Box 10384, Truckee CA 96162. 
Email: catherine@hansfordecon.com or phone: (530) 412-3676. 

HEC clients include regional agencies, counties and cities, special districts, non-profits, private 
entities, and homeowner associations. HEC’s services include: 

Â Water Utilities Resource Planning, Rate and Fee Studies
Â Infrastructure Networks Analysis
Â Agency Governance, Mergers & Organization
Â Fee Nexus Studies
Â Public Facilities and Services Financing Plans
Â Economic Development & Business Impact Analysis
Â Fiscal Impact Studies

Our high-quality work products span a breadth of land and water resource related topics that touch 
our human communities and environments. HEC endorses progressive and adaptive planning, 
understanding that plans are useful only if they are comprehensive, relevant to the specific local 
conditions, and lead to implementation.  

HEC synthesizes ideas with data to produce deliverables that exceed client expectations. Our 
approach is especially desirable when working on sensitive community issues with a divergent 
customer base and/or the interests of multiple stakeholders. HEC appreciates the challenge of 
balancing equity, feasibility, and public acceptance goals when approaching fee studies. Water 
fees/charges/assessments/taxes are sensitive topics and our approach has been proven successful. 
HEC works with clients to find the best solutions for their own unique circumstances by listening to 
and collaborating with them; this is what sets HEC apart from our competition.  

HEC is committed to a positive experience with an outcome that provides concrete steps forward; 
we strive to offer solutions that are legally grounded and follow best practices. Our financial models 
have withstood the scrutiny of California’s municipal finance laws.  

HEC’s Principal, Catherine Hansford, is the Project Leader. Catherine’s leadership is most 
advantageous for this project because of her experience working on wastewater rate studies and 
working with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Revolving Fund (SRF) program. 
Some of Catherine’s key attributes and experiences of relevance include: 
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¶ Removing water usage tiers, and billing for water use every quarter rather than annually,
¶ Determining the number of non-residential sewer equivalent dwelling units based on

recorded wintertime water use.

The Board of Directors considered the findings and recommendations of the draft Study, and with 
their input, rates were proposed and noticed to customers in spring 2022. The public hearing was 
held June 15, 2022, and the new rates were adopted. 

Water and Wastewater Cost of Service and Rate Studies, and Public Outreach 
Services for Donner Summit Public Utility District 

Relevance to Colfax: Cost of service studies, public outreach and education. 

The Donner Summit Public Utility District (District) was operating under a Cease-and-Desist Order 
from the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). The District needed to make significant 
improvements to the wastewater treatment plant. The District engaged HEC, who conducted the 
cost-of-service rate study, and Schaelene Rollins, at the beginning of the contentious upgrade 
project. HEC liaised with the SWRCB and the USDA rural utilities programs staff, as well as local 
CDBG representatives, to craft a financing strategy for construction of the approximately $24 
million in improvements. HEC assisted the District with formation of a Community Facilities District 
(CFD) to fund the costs of the project and completed a cost-of-service study, including user fees and 
capacity fees. The Project broke ground in August 2012 and a ribbon cutting ceremony took place 
July 2015. HEC continues to provide financial services to the District with fee and rate studies for 
both wastewater and water services. 

In 2017, HEC helped the District with renegotiating their Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan for 
the wastewater treatment plant. The effort was successful; the District’s interest rate was 
decreased to 0%, saving District customers $3.5 million. HEC completed an updated cost-of-service 
study in 2018 and updated rates were adopted June 2018. The District and HEC worked with 
Schaelene Rollins on messaging and the design and content of the Proposition 218 notice. 





















































2022 Energy Max. Tons 2023 Target Cost

Usage kwh kwh Per Ton Procurable* in Tons Price Per Ton 2023

Placerville 2,612,315 650 4,019 261 $       32.50 $8,492 

E.D. County 4,281,309 650 6,587 3,866 $       32.50 $125,639 

Auburn (w/o OMI) 1,214,993 650 1,869 347 $       32.50 $11,261 

Auburn (with 
OMI) 2,198,649 650 3,383 347 $       32.50 $11,261 

Colfax 876,129 650 1,348 52 $       32.50 $1,697

Lincoln 3,821,239 650 5,879 1,191 $       32.50 $38,708 

Loomis 218,204 650 336 164 $       32.50 $5,314 

Rocklin 4,818,077 650 7,412 1,691 $       32.50 $54,971 

Placer County 7,903,404 650 12,159 2,751 $       32.50 $89,398 

Grass Valley Unknown 650 Unknown 306 $       32.50 $9,945 

Nevada City Unknown 650 Unknown 74 $       32.50 $2,405 

$347,828 

*The maximum tons procurable through biomass attributes is calculated by taking the energy usage in kwh
of the municipality divided by 650kwh (the CalRecycle equivalent of 1 ton of biomass attribute)

2023 Estimated Targets and Costs
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