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buses which can heat up tremendously and cause fires.  These rules directly affected several local 
business owners including Penny Todd.  Requested that the City look into this regulation as a 
safety hazard. 

¶ At the request of Mayor Douglass, Councilmember Delfino explained the Kiwanis program 
which encourages middle school students to maintain good grades.  As part of the reward, the 
students are given a certificate from the Mayor at a luncheon provided for them. 

¶ Asked if Land Use Attorney Barnes will be retained for future Land Use issues and stated this 
would be his preference. 

Councilmember Harvey 
¶ Spoke about the Governor’s new water restrictions.  Potable water cannot be used on 

construction sites.  He suggested that the City look into the feasibility of selling treated water to 
construction companies.  City Manager Miller stated that this is a great idea and he will be 
attending a Water Grant Funding Workshop which could lead to funds for appropriate 
infrastructure to develop this revenue stream.  Councilmember Harvey mentioned that the City 
should check the EIR requirements for water release into the watershed.  City Attorney Cabral 
will review to determine the requirements.  Councilmember Hesch reminded Staff to also look 
into using grey water for irrigation.  City Manager Miller stated that this is expensive but that 
grants may be available. 

Mayor Pro Tem Parnham 
¶ Attended the Mosquito Abatement Board meeting with nothing to report concerning Colfax. 
¶ Will attend a Mosquito Abatement planning session next week. 
¶ Attended a seminar in Grass Valley regarding research with algae and water treatment.  Some 

very interesting topics were covered. 
¶ Met with City Manager Miller and Placer County personnel at a decommissioned wastewater 

treatment plant to look into the feasibility of obtaining some hand-me-down equipment for the 
City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Mayor Douglass 
¶ Attended the Economic Board Summit Breakfast meeting with nothing to report directly 

affecting Colfax.   
¶ Attended the Project Go meeting. 
¶ Met with the Mayor of Hilo, Hawaii while on vacation who jokingly suggested California build a 

pipeline from Oregon to get us through the drought. 
 

3B. City Operations Updates – City Staff 
City Manager Miller  
¶ Met the new station commander of the Gold Run CHP office, David Jenkins.  Captain Jenkins 

plans to attend a Council meeting when he is able. 
¶ Caltrans has gone out for bids for the STAA Route.  Caltrans apparently will award the contract 

to Baldwin and construction will begin soon.  The state is investing over a million dollars in 
Colfax infrastructure, which we appreciate. 

¶ Due to the Code Enforcement letters sent out last month, the owners of the old Dingus McGees 
building have decided to demolish the building.  They have requested a preservation of their 
sewer charges without impact fees if they build within 3-5 years.  Staff will bring an agreement 
back for Council’s approval. 

¶ Staff has spoken with several residents and merchants regarding improving the look of historic 
downtown by restoring the upper facades of the buildings and all have been supportive. 
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INITIAL STUDY AND CHECKLIST 

 

Introduction 

This checklist is to be completed for all projects that are not exempt from environmental review under the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The information, analysis and conclusions contained in 

the checklist are the basis for deciding whether an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or Negative 

Declaration is to be prepared.  If an EIR is determined to be necessary based on the conclusions of the 

Initial Study, the checklist is used to focus the EIR on the effects determined to be potentially significant. 

This Initial Study uses the following terms to describe the level of significance of adverse impacts. These 

terms are defined as follows. 

 

¶ No Impact:  An impact that would result in no adverse changes to the environment.   

¶ Less than Significant Impact: An impact that is potentially adverse but does not exceed the 

thresholds of significance as identified in the impact discussions.  Less than significant impacts 

do not require mitigation. 

¶ Less than Significant with Mitigation: An environmental effect that may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the environment without mitigation, but which is reduced to a level that is less 

than significant with mitigation identified in the Initial Study. 

¶ Potentially Significant Impact: An environmental effect that may cause a substantial adverse 

change in the environment; either additional information is needed regarding the extent of the 

impact to make the significance determination, or the impact would or could cause a substantial 

adverse change in the environment.  A finding of a potentially significant impact would result in 

the determination to prepare an EIR. 

 

 

1. AESTHETICS 

 

Existing Setting: The project site is approximately 300 feet west of Interstate 80 and is situated on the 

frontage road of South Auburn Street, which is developed with commercial uses approximately 400 feet 

to the north. Parcels immediately north and south of the subject parcel are undeveloped. The Mink Creek 

residential development is located to the west on a small bluff overlooking the project site. The nearest 

sensitive uses include a school approximately 400 feet to the south and the residences immediately to the 

west. The property is visible from both the north and south approaches, as well as from Interstate 80. The 

subject parcel is situated on a hillside facing east with oak woodlands and low-elevation montane forest 

plant communities common to the area. Slopes on site are generally 20 to 30 percent, with some areas of 

slope greater than 30 percent.  

 

Would the proposed project: 
Potentially 

Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 

Significant 

with 

Mitigation 

Less Than 

Significant 

Impact 

No Impact 

a. Result in demonstrable, negative, aesthetic 

effects on scenic vistas or views open to the public? 
  V  

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, 

including but not limited to trees, rock 

outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state 

scenic highway? 

   V 

c. Substantially degrade the existing visual 

character or quality of the site and its surroundings? 
  V  

d. Create a new source of substantial light or 

glare, which would adversely affect day or 

nighttime views in the area? 

  V  

e. Create a visually incompatible structure within    V 
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Impact(s) Mitigation Measure Responsible 
Agency 

Timing 

4. Geo-fabrics, jutes or other mats may be used in conjunction with revegetation and 
soil stabilization. 

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
The project will 
incrementally contribute to 
greenhouse gas emissions 

Mitigation 7A: Comply with energy-efficiency standards. Prior to issuance of building 
permits, the design of the project shall comply with the following standards:  
 

1. The floor plans and/or exterior elevations submitted in conjunction with the 
Building Permit application shall show that the project includes energy-efficient 
lighting (both indoor and outdoor).  

2. The floor plans and/or exterior elevations submitted in conjunction with the 
Building Permit application shall show that the project includes an energy-efficient 
AC unit which exceeds the SEER ratio by a minimum of two points at the time of 
building permit issuance.  

3. The plans submitted in conjunction with the Building Permit application shall show 
the project includes HVAC duct sealing and that the ductwork shall be pressure 
balanced prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.  

4. The floor plans and/or exterior elevations submitted in conjunction with the 
Building Permit application shall show that the project shall include an energy-
efficient heating system.  

5. The plans submitted in conjunction with the Building Permit application shall show 
that the project shall only utilize programmable thermostat timers.  

6. The plans submitted in conjunction with the Building Permit application shall show 
that the project shall only utilize low-flow water fixtures such as low-flow toilets, 
faucets, showers, etc.  

7. The applicant shall only show energy-efficient lighting for all street, parking, and 
area lighting associated with the project, including all on-site and off-site lighting. 

City Building 
Department 

Prior to issuance of 
the building permits 
and improvement 
plans 

NOISE 
Short-term construction-
related noise impacts at 
nearby sensitive receptors, 
e.g., residences to west  

Mitigation Measure 12A:  Limit construction work hours to comply with City of Colfax 
standards.  During grading and construction, work hours shall be limited from 6:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. from Monday through Friday; and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and observed holidays. Prior to issuance of grading and building permits, improvement 
plans shall reflect hours of construction.  

City Building 
Department 

Prior to issuance of 
grading and building 
permits 
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